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dhe warned them to reflect that theke tranſactions night ſomewhere 
be ſubject to reviſion, and that the theatre of the whole ould was 
wider than the : kingdora, of (England) Denmark. SY 
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F TxUTa may be ſaid to lie at the 
A bottom of a well—if it is both dif- 
ficult to be obtained; and, when ob- 
tained, as difficult to be effectually 
eſtabliſhed in' its rights and privileges 
the obſervation is particularly pet- 
tinent in reſpect to hiftorical truth. 
With all our eager exertions to ar- 
rive at certainty, we can hardly. ever | 
hope to get beyond high probability. 
Although the great outlines of hiſtory | 
may be#fixed with a degree of cer- 
tainty—to complete the picture, by 
exhibiting in their true colors that 
moſt intereſting anct uſeful. part of 

| A 2 WIE 


* abt. 
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hiſtory, the cauſes and ſources of 
events, is always difficult, and not un- 
frequently impoſlible. Few hiſtorians 
have been engaged in the tranſactions 


they xecord : they could therefore de- 


liver to the world only the informa- 


tion they had received from others: 
or had laboriouſly dug out from re- 
cords and documents; the authors of 
whack were probably intere ſted in 
placing facts in ſome particular light, 
or were miſled by patriotiſm, party, 
or prejudice. Even ſuch memoirs as 
have been compoſed by men in whom 
every information reſpecting the ſub- 
ject of their narrative centered, Who 
were perhaps the principal actors in 
the ſcenes they deſcribe, are liable 
to this objection— that it can hardly 
1 FR Bs be 


I, 
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be ſuppoſed that the _— was im- 
partial." or 2 | 
But it is almoſt irapoſſible: to iim 
that the great hiſtorians, whoſe works 
carry us ſo ſmoothly: and pleaſantly 
along. the torrent of time, had con- 
fined themſelves to What is moſt pro- 
bable, or beſt authenticated. Thhhe 
defalcation would be too conſider- 18 
able: every pleaſing rreatiſt upon un- * 40 
certain events would be bared of 
fancy and genius, and moſt of our ele- 
gant hiſtories ſhrink into dry chro-—-— 
nicles; the greateſt heroes would 
want the moſt brilliant motives for 
their actions; a victory; now aſcribed 
to the ſuperior valor of one general, 
would be found to be due to the 
greater cowardice or miſconduct of 
A740 | his 
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his cnemy the whim of a courtezan 
would recover its merit, in .bring- 
mg about a revolution, from the pre- 
tenided wiſdom of a ſtateſman; and 
che poverty of many a great man tear 
away the laurels which had erorned 
| binigplirage or his ambition. 
A will naturally be ede that, 
eb what E have ſaid, I ſhould offer 
to dhe public the preſent volume as a 
hifoty exempt from the exceptions 
to which its brethren are liable; that 


I. Muld explain by what a wonder- 


ful concurrence of circumſtances it 
received a degree of authenticity to 
which few. fimilar works can lay 
claim; that I ſhould demonſtrate, that 
its youth is not fo tender as to render 


its +a partial or prejudiced, 


4 | | biaſſed 
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piaſſed by fear, or ſwayed by hope x 
nor its age ſo decrepid as to make its 
narrative fabulous, and to place it be- 
mination. But I ſhall content mym 
ſelf only to explain the manner of its 
birth, and to leave its character for 
impartiality and authenticity tobe 
judged of by thoſe, who by A! per- 
uſal may become more nearly gc- 
quainted with it. It was written in 
French by an officer intimately en- 
gaged in the politics of the Daniſh. 
Court at the period of which it treats; | 
upon ſeparate cards: the occurrences 
were ſet down as they happened, and 
the cards placed in the hands of a per- 
ſon of the firſt conſequence. After the- 
_— occaſioned by the: Revolution 
A had 


* r M N A d EA 


kad ſubſided, che latter put theſe mas 
trials into their preſent form; and 
i had a ſmall number of copies printed 
at a private preis in Germany, fot the 
uſęe of his friends. One of theſe co- 
pies fell into tlie hands of the editor, 
who hopes that the leiſute Which 
produced this tranſlation, has not been 
leſs uſefully than agreeably employed. 
IO enter into a diſcuſſion of the 
$118 conduct of the different parties en- 
_— gaged in the Revolution, would be to 
oh | commit the error I have above com- : 


N | plained of. This, however, I hope, 
Ml will be evident to every reader—'That 
| 5 the great perſonage whoſe conduct 
j j comes under the more immediate | 
| i} |  corifideration of Engliſhmen, could 
|= not, conſiſtently with delicacy, have 
| | ved © acted 
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acted otherwiſe than he did; and that 
to have made a diſtreſſing family 
circumſtance the affair of a nation, 
would have been at leaſt as ſubject 
to the juſt cenſure of the prudent po- 
litician, as conſonant to the ideas of 
the enthuſiaſtic man of feeling. I have 
nothing more to add, than to hope 


that the public will eaſily ſee the pro- 


priety of concealing the names of the 
authors ; and to beg that a candid al- 
Jowance may be made for the imper- 
tections of a tranſlation, 


B. H. L. 


Staples Inn, London, 
J an, 31, 1 789. 
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volution in the Court of Denmark, 
of which the following ſheets treat, may 
with propriety be dated from the return 
of King, Chriſtian VII; from his travels 
through the principal ſtates of Europe. 
The characters, the inclinations, the con- 
nexions founded either upon intereſt or 
friendſhip, | of the perſons who acted a 
deciſive part in this important ſcene, 


4 


contained already the ground and mo- 
tives of their ſubſequent conduct. This 


revolution was not one of thoſe ſudden 


/ 


HE Hiſtory of that memorable Re- 


B. | : = 


* 
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and violent cataſtrophes, which are ſome- 
times neceſſary to cruſh at once the dan- 
gerous influence of individuals; or to de- 


ſtroy a ſecret plot, hatched by combined 


intereſts againſt the welfare of the ſtate, 
in its birth—it was nat the bold enter- 
prize of a great and heroic mind, rouſed 
from inaction by an impending evil, that 


threatened deſtruction to the happineſs of 


thouſands; who, with equal courage and 
ſucceſs, broke the chains of infatuation 
by which the multitude had been fet- 
tered, and ſaved his country, upon the 


brink of ruin No; it was a mine ſe= 


eretiy contrived, and laid by envy and 
diſguiſed ambition, againſt unſuſpecting 
fincerity; which at once, by a dreadful 
exploſion, deſtroyed the fated victims, 


without a poſſibility of eſcape. This is a 


fact a melancholy fact indeed in the an- 
nals of Denmark; but conſcientious vera- 
city is the duty of the hiſtorian, 25 jb 
as | 23-2." SG 


' 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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Io acquire a Clear and authentie know- 
ledge of the cauſe, origin, and progreſs 
of the great Revolution in the Dani go- 
vernment, which took place in the yeat 
1772, more is required than merely an 
acquaintance with ſuch accounts, of ſtate- 


ments of facts, as have appeared before * 


the public by means of the preſs; © Theſe 
could not, from the nature of the (caſe; 
be expected to be other than partial and 
contradictory; and the public opihisn was 
naturally ſuſpended or prejudiced; as nel- 
ther fide could vouch for the truth of its 
aſſertions. Whoever therefore undertakes 
to write the hiſtory of this great event, 
muſt have been himſelf upon the ſpot, and 
intimately acquainted with the characters 
and power of thoſe way were Lao and 
| concerned — 
In the beginning of the year 56h che 
King returned from his travels. He had © 
B 2 been 
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been accompanied in his tour by Count 
BzrNsSTORE; Count Frederic MoLT&k x, 
Chief Marſhal; Count SCHIMMEL MAN, 
Royal Treafurer; and Count Hol kx, Mar- 
ſhal of the Court, and Keeper of the Robes. 
STRUENSEE was in the King's ſuite, in the 
character of Phyſician to his Majeſty. A 
conſtant and unreſtrained intercourſe with 
the young prince might have produced 
the moſt unlimited confidence: but con- 
fidence muſt be founded on ſimilarity of 
character and principles; and unfortu- 
nately no feature in the characters of the 
three firſt of theſe men bore the leaſt re- 
ſemblance to that of the King. Holk and 
Struenſee were better formed to-poſſeſs his 
friendſhip; but the rank of the latter pre- 
vented his being often in the King's com- 
pany, er of converſing with him at any 


time long enough to diſcover a ſimilarity 
of ſentiments, or to gain any conſiderable 


OS 


counTs STRUENSEE AND BRANDT. 5 
ſhare of royal favor. The influence poſ- 
ſeſſed by each of theſe men, upon their 
return, may be thus pretty accurately 
ſtated. BERN STO RT had 10% nothing of 


that reſpect due to his rank and ſervices; 
MoLTxt retained his appointments at 


court; SCHIMMEL MAN procured, beſides 


his appointment as ambaſſador to the 
Circles of Lower Saxony, the continuation 
of his office as Treaſurer to the King, an 


employment limited at firſt to the duration 


of his travels, but which afterwards gave 
him that great influence he poſſeſſed in 
the department of finance. HoLx was, for 


l 


ſome time, the King's firſt favorite; and 


SrRukxskE enjoyed ſome ſhare of his fa- 
vor, with a probable expectation of his 
moſt unlimited confidence. To the latter 


therefore we muſt principally dyect our 


attention: we ſhall ſoon ſee the reſt re- 
tire from the ſtage, upon which he, for a 
= B | 3 | time, 


w 


* — 
n „„ ARG. 2 — = b 


Moltke, and Holk, by falling into di- 
* 


reign of his father, no part of his attention 
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and Schimmelman, by quitting a 
venal court, with the i intrigues of wie he 
was diſguſted. | | 

The King ſeemed at fuſt to return to bs 
dominions with a mind much improved. 


In his conduct he ſhewed more propriety 
and dignity, and his converſation was leſs 


trifling and unmeaning. He even ap- 
peared to have acquired ſome uſeful now 
ledge; and his ſubjects flattered them- 
ſelves that a happy change had taken place 
in his principles and favourite purſuits — 
that, inſtead of indulging his paſſions in wild 


and ſenſual diſſipation, he would devote his 


time to buſineſs, and to employments more 


.._ © worthy of his royal character. Hopes like 


theſe, copld not .reaſonably be cheriſhed 
before he left the kingdom. During the 


had 


-. 
F MES 


© COUNTS STRUENSEE AND! BRANDT 7 


had been directed to the affairs of govern= 7 
ment. His governor, Count Revantriar, 
a proud and obftinate man, had watched 


and reftrained his conduct with the moſt 
unremitting vigor; but his fiery temper 


bore the curb with impatience: he con- 


trated an utter averſion to every reſtric- 
tion of regularity or decency; and it was 
very evident that, the moment he could 
break looſe from the ſetters which con- 


fined his actions to rule, he would ruſſr 


headlong into every ang wanton: 1 
bertiniſm. 3 


The-ſequel juſtified Rn 55 


fell into the hands of men, whoſe ſeduc- 
tions, added to his own inclinations, led 
him ſo deep into the moſt: unbridled ex- 
travagance, that he hated and avoided the 


ſight of every honeſt and good man, and 
dreaded their mildeſt remonſtrances againſt 
his conduct. Na care had been taken to 


3 inſtil 


= ELUCIDATION OF THE HISTORY or 
inſtil early into his mind a proper degree 
of veneration for religion: even in his 
childhood he was known to have treated 
it with the utmoſt contempt and deriſion. 
He was likewiſe blamed for an inflexible 
obſtinacy of character; though this was 
perhaps more the fault of his education 
than of his natural diſpoſition. He was 
totally unacquainted with every true prin- 
ciple of morality, entirely devoid of dig- 
nity of mind or conduct, and wholly re- 
gardleſs of merit in others. He had in- 
deed, when very young, particularly no- 
ticed ſuch gentlemen at court, againſt the 
tenor of whoſe conduct no reaſonable ob- 
jection could be raiſed; but it was to 
brand their virtue with the name of hypo- 
criſy and · deceit. His whole character was 
without firmneſs; and, though his mind 
was perhaps open to every virtuous as well 
as vicious impreſſion, he aſſociated with 
4 | no 
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no one who could have given his purſuits 
2 good direction: and to give an advice 
in which the manners or conduct of a third 
perſon were concerned, was, by his want 
of thought and indelicacy, rendered a very; 
dangerous attempt. 

The ſanguine hopes which are in every 
country excited at the conimencement of 
a new reigh, were, as far as they regarded 
the perſonal behaviour of his Daniſh Ma- 
jeſty, in ſome meaſure accompliſhed: but 
with reſpect to his attention to the affairs 
of his dominions, every expectation was 
diſappointed. He diſpatched with reluc- 
tant haſte the moſt important concerns of 
the ſtate; his diſlike to buſineſs of every 


kind increaſed; and he ſunk by degrees 
into a ſtate of total inaction and carcleſſy 


neſs. The conſequences of this were ſoon 


very evident. The helm of government 
was by bimſelf reſigned to the bold hand} 


that 


A. 
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that graſped it; he himſelf made the ſur- 
render that deprived him of his power; he 
robbed bimſelf of the love and regard of 
his ſubjects; and his own conduct and diſ- 
poſition paved the way for his 007 ea 
misfortunes. | 
The ſtate and temper in which the Kine, 

upon his return to Copenhagen, found his 
family, his court, his miniſters, and his 
whole people, contributed not a little to 
confirm the unfortunate tendency. of his 
mind. Coolneſs, or an actual reciprocal, 
hatred, had already taken deep root in the 
royal family. The intrigues and diſſen- 
ions of its members had given birth to 
ſeparate factions among the ſervile cour- 
tiers; diftruſt and ſuſpicion ſtrongly op- 
poſed the patriotic meaſures of honeſt mi- 
niſters; and the people, already diſatif- 
fied with the enormous expence incurred 
a yn the 9 was re in a conſtant 
ſtate 
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ſtate of alarm, unn 
deranged the court. 
What a dreadful ſituation 6 à young 
prince, who, brought up under the ter- 
rors of 2 rigorous and ſervile education, 


then ſuddenly immerſed in à whirl of in- 


toxicating pleaſures, never had had time 
or opportunity to exert the powers of his 
own mind, or to ſtrengthen his reſolutions 
by the habits of riſing ſuperior to ſeduc- 
tion, to paſſion, or to danger! Where 
ſhould he find an adviſer,” or a friend ꝰ 
How could he keep himſelf from falling, 
when every prop that might have ſup- 
ported him was wanting ? — But |, muſt 
trace the outlines of this REG PICs 
ture more diſtinctly, 1 4 
During the King's abſence, 8 
ties had been carried at court to ſome 
length. The two dowager queens, SOPHIA, 
MaGvALEN, the grandmother, and Jul» 


ANA 
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AnKMarra; the ſtepmother of the King, 
both hated the reigning queen MaT1LDa. 


The" diſlike of the firſt may eaſily have 


originated in that coolneſs which great in- 
equality of age, character, and manners, | 
ſeldom fails to produce between princes 


. confined i in the trammels of a formal court 


etiquette; but neither her power, nor her 


ſituation, rendered her averſion very for- 
midable to the young queen. The rooted 


hatred of queen Juliana was of more im- 
portance to her peace; and its conſe- 
quences rendered it in time really dreadful 


to her. The nuptials of the King planted 
the firſt ſeeds of this animoſity. Queen 


Juliana had violently oppoſed the mar- 
riage of the King, his choice, and the time 


appointed for its conſummation. The ar- 
rival of princeſs Matilda increaſed her 
diſguſt. Every charm of youth and beauty 
pA hep firſt appearance at Copenhagen ; 
KP A | her 


\ 
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her whole behaviour was affability anld 
condeſcenſion ; her every glance, life, be- 
nevolence, and goodneſs; and ſhe imme- 
diately took n of u heart in her 
dominions. | 

Queen Juliana beheld theſe. firſt edc 
of the appearance of Matilda with heart- 
felt chagrin. She well knew that the King 
had conceived an utter diſlike. to, and. the. 
ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion of her from his very 
infancy ; that he was heartily diſguſted. by 
her fondneſs for her ſon Prince Frederic; 
and that as he ſuſpected her of the moſt 
dangerous intentions againſt his perſon, he 
judged of all her actions from that point 
of view. She feared that theſe prejudices 
might be rather increaſed than diminiſhed 

by his connexion with his amiable queen, 
and entirely deſtroy the influence ſhe ſtill 5 
poſſeſſed at court. Her fears were but too 
well founded. The n palace of Frie- 
| _ 


#4 xtiverdarron of THE HISTORY or 
- denſburg was appointed for the reſidence 
of herſelf and her ſon, where ſhe lived in 
a ſtate of baniſhment. Her abſence from 
court ſoon produced conſequences the moſt | 
diſagreeable to her. The zeal of her ad- 
mirers and partizans cooled; ſhe was for- 
gotten and neglected; and the ſplendor 
of the young queen caſt a gloomy ſhade 
upon her ſituation, Her diſlike was in- 
creaſed by jealouſy to the bittereſt hatred. 
The moſt anxious attention on the part of 
the young queen had no effect upon the 
ſoured mind of Juliana. A cold degree 
of civility, bounded within the laws of 
good- breeding, was all that it produced ; 
and ſhe miſſed no opportunity of oy | 


her with haughty ſuperiority. 

This diſagreeable ſituation of queen Ma- 
tilda was, for ſome time, rendered leſs irk- 
ſome by the tenderneſs of her huſband, 


the admiration of the court, and the ſeries 
| of 


COUNTS STRUENSEE AND BRANDT, 15 
of diſſipating amuſements contrived for 
| her; into which her gay and lively temper 
rendered her capable of entering with great 
ſpirit. But this falſe happineſs could not 
be expected to laſt long. The love of a 
libertine ſoon cools, and the King was 1n- 
capable of a more exalted paſſion: the 
admiration of the courtiers was, like 
every feature of their character, unſteady, 
and of ſhort duration; and the zeſt of 
amuſements was loſt by their conſtant, re- 

turn, Ve EO e 
The queen therefore naturally ſoon be- 

came indifferent towards her huſband, ſuſ- 

picious of every perſon belonging to his 


court, and quite averſe and inimical to his * - | 


ſtepmother. Her mind was too open to 
conceal her feelings; but che King was tos 
deeply engaged in the intoxicating round of 
| pleaſures, in which his baſe companions had 
involved him, to perceive the change. But 
| 3 
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- bälle at once this ſplendid proſpect, 
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it did not NA the keen eye of Juliana. 
The averſion that before lurked in her 
breaſt; now broke forth into open enmity; 
and ſhe took no pains to conceal her. con- 
tempt of the youth and inexperience of the 
young queen. The birth of the Prince 


Royal of Denmark, which happened ſhort- 


ly before the King's departure, carried her 
animoſity to its higheſt pitch. She ſaw at 
once all her golden hopes in favor of the 
idol of her heart, her ſon Prince Fxeps- 


' RIC, vaniſh in an inſtant. She had fondly 


flattered herſelf, that the ſickly eonſtitu- 
tion of the King, the yery evident effects 
of his early debauchery upon his health, 


and the little degree of reſpect ſhewn him 


by his ſubjects, would pave the way upon 


which her ſon might arrive, if not at the 


throne, at leaſt at the ſole direction of the 
royal authority. The birth of an heir an- 
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and with it all the i — luſtre hett N 
family fell to the groun. f! _ 
Soon after this event the King! vox! 7 4 
upon his travels. During his abſence the 
mutual diſaffection of the Queens took a 
turn, by which every hope of a reconei- 
liation was deſtroyed; The partiſans of 
each endeavored, by every means in their 
power, to render ſuch an event impoſ- 
ſible; and circumſtances favored their de- 
by her ſtepmother, Queen Matilda endea- 
vored to draw from the reſourceb of hen 
own mind, that comfort, which a dull land ; 
almoſt ſglirary court, could not affurd her 
Her life was calm and ſerene; her hours „ 
paſſed peageably amidſt the tender cares 2 
of the mother, and ſuch occupations as S 23 | E. 
tended to cultivate her underſtanding; Her 
mind was naturally capable of every im- 
provement. She took great pains to learn 
N11 23 tue 
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the Daniſh language; and in lhre clans 
ſhe worth it 1 2 2A that greatly 
A ſhort time e 


| King from Copenhagen, . ſhe had loſt a 
friend by che diſmiffion of Madame von 


Prxss from court, wlioſe conipany was her 
greateſt eomſort. Madame Von Pleſs had 
formerly held the office of Miſtreſs of the 


Queen's Houſhold ; and her excellent un- 
derſtanding, as well as the goodneſs of her 
heatt; had in a very particular manner 

endeated her to her royal miſtreſs: and 


even tlie King had a great regard for her 
ſuperior merit and talents. But the confi- 


denes plated in her by his Majeſty, became 


afterwards the ſburce of her misfortunes, 
She had frequently made uſe of the fami- 
har freedom his Majefty- allowed keys; to 
expoſtulate with, him upon his conduit or 


les principles. Her cultivated underſtand- 


ing 


il 


i . o * 
— = = 6 - = 
y « * * 
* > * 4 : — 
U — - X * 
. J K 8 0 8 \ 
' g 0 4 l 
: ? - 1 * * 0 0 | , f 
* 
= = 
= »Y 1 4 = 
* > 
| a» 1 a . 
: ** , p * 
" \ = 
* 5 - 
Z 
: 
. 


COUNTS UTRUINSEE AND Ant 3g 
ing and prudence; preſcribed the proper 
bounds to her remonſtrances; and they 
were, in general, oonfined to incidents of 


lis privute life, or to can een of 955 


irregular paſſions - koi 
The Queen had . upon pla 
rain occaſion; perfuaded her to uſe her 
authority with the King, to induce him 
to aſſert his dignity, and, with a manly 
ſpirit to ſhake off the ſubjection in which 


he was held by the Ruſſian Ambaffador, | 
M. Sainte; and whic hwas not only irks 


ſome to himfeH; but had likewiſe 4 moſt 
dangerous influence in ſtate affairs. The 


King was weak enough to betray her to 


the Ambaſſador, whoſe pride was ſb much 
hurt, thut he exerted; his utmoſt ihflu- 


ence wich his Majeſty; ati@ obtained from 
him notwithiſtanding the entreaties of the 
Qusenz that Madame Von Pleſs was dif- 
| n her appointment, and ba- 
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 /niſhed the court. Madame Von der Linz; 
- fiſter to Count Holk, ſucceeded: her in of- 
fice, but not in the favor of the Queen, 
who had now no perſon in her ſuite 
| in whom ſhe could _ the your con- 
EE | "PS 
The Queen TO es NETTED 
while, with her ſon, at Friedenſburg, in 
te ſame quiet and ſolitary manner. The 
| | ſmall berd of courtiers who ſurrounded * 
her, were more attached to their places 
and penſions, chan to their miſtreſs. The 
two Queens ſeldom ſaw one another; and 
the cold reſerve which characterized their 
meetings, tended only to increaſe the im- 
probability of a reconciliation... K och 
7 Theſe hoſtile appearances are 
| engaged the attention of the courtiers; but 
their | generally undetermined. and time - | 
ſerving character prevented their building 
any ſolid plan of conduct upon them. The 
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Queen Dowager bad fo iel loſt all 
reſpect and authority, and the character 
of the reigning Queen was ſo imperfectly 
known, that they could not promiſe them- 
ſelves any certain advantage from either 
party, for which they might declare them- 
- ſelves... The King had, upon his depart- 
ure, acted neither the part of a dutiful ſon, | 
nor of an affectionate huſband; and not 
one of thoſe men, who ſeemed to guide 
the helm of government, appeared to poſ- 
ſeſs any conſiderable - ſhare of his favor. 
The friendſhip of the courtiers, which 
never ariſes but from a proſpect, and never 
laſts but with a certainty, of advantage to 
themſelves, was ſuſpended, for want of an 
object to fix it; and they obſerved to all 
a wavering, irreſolute, and ſuſpicious be- 
havior. Each watched the conduct of his 
neighbour ; and all were intent upon diſ- 
covering the preponderating bias of one | | 
198 C3 another. 
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another. Not one had formed a plan of 
his own; but each endeavoured to find out 
that of the reſt, in order to Join in, or to 
prevent, its execution, ; 
The principal men to whom the FRY 
of government were entruſted during the 
King's abſence, were Counts Thor and 
Mor.Txz, and Chevalier Von Rosgx- 
CRANZ. The firſt conducted the internal 
buſineſs of the ſtate; the ſecond, in the 
abſence of Count Bernſtorf, acted in the 
capacity of Miniſter for Foreign Affairs; 
and the third preſided in the military de- 
partment. The naval department had, a 
ſhort time before, loſt the ſervices of that 
worthy old miniſter, Count DAN REse Hod, 
by his falling into diſgrace; and, though 
he was ſucceeded by Count LAUER IO, 
the loſs of his talents and alliduit⸗ could 
not be . ee 
nid 
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Of theſe four men, Roſencranz was the 
only one who ſeemed capable of drawing 
the attention of thoſe who were locking 
out for a head of their party. Chevalier 
Von RosENCRANZ is a complete max of 
 #he world, A commanding air, an inſinu- 
ating addreſs, a captivating affability, an 
excellent underftanding, a great propen- 
— fity to intrigue, and a conſiderable ſhare of 
artful pliability, are the principal features 
of his character. Though he is at preſent 
without any employment, and lives in re- 
tirement upon his eſtates, ſhould the time 
come when men of his character are leſs 
dreaded in Denmark than they are at pre- 
ſent, he may once more ſtep forward, and 
act an important part in Daniſn politics. 

But at bat juncture things were not yet 
ripe for the formation of any plan or par- 
ty: and the beginning of the King's reign 
had ſhown, in fo many inftances, how 
- C 4 cloſely 


4 
t 
N 


jel 
= - 
i 
| 
j 
1 
4 


— rr 


— — —— 
— bes > pc 
- — - — — » 4 


Fi 
* 
j 


«c ou ov I —3 i 
— 


24 ELUCIDATION OF THE HISTORY' OF 


_ cloſely the higheſt elevation, and the low- 


eſt fall, might follow one another, that no 


one had much reaſon to depend either up- 


ori the ſtability of his own . or vpop 
that of another. . 
The three other miniſters looked down 


upon the intrigues of the court, as being 


beneath their notice. Count Thott poſ- 
ſeſſed ſufficient learning and virtue to af- 
ford him amuſement and comfort, let 
what would happen. In every ſituation, 
in every change of circumſtances, his mind 
poſſeſſed the ſame compoſure. He enjoy- 
ed the favors: of fortune without pride, 
and loſt them without depreſſion. A man 


of his character was not formed to e 


in political chicanery. 
Count Mol rx had, during the former 
reign, acted ſo ſplendid a part in the 
admin iſtration of government; he had 
N his good fortune with ſo much 
df 1 prudence 
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prudence and induſtry ; he had, to all 
appearance, by that means founded it upon 
ſo firm a baſis; and he ſo thoroughly poſ- 
ſeſſed the good opinion of every rank of 
men, that theſe conſiderations alone, ſeem- 
ed to place him above every accident that 
might be dangerous to his conſequence at 
court, His ambition was well known; 
and that he had no idea of the exiſtence 
of happineſs, unaccompanied by ſplendor, 
But at the ſame time he was arrived at a 
period of life when the edge of human 
deſires is expected to be blunted, and the 
imaginary and unreal ſatisfaction ariſing 


from the ſhouts of the multitude, to give 


way to a love of peace and quiet, undiſ- 
turbed by care or remorſe. 

Count Lavexwic poſſeſſed no qualifi- 
cations but elegance of addreſs, and that 
kind of knowledge of the world, which is 
acquired by a long intercourſe with men 


"174 | of 
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ol refined manners. He had always facri- 
ficed fame to pleaſure; and had, in ſome 
inſtances, been guilty of ſuch flagrant miſ- 
conduct and imprudence, that he had en- 
tirely loſt the reſpe&t he once enjoyed. 

Such principles muſt for ever prevent a 
man from making any conſiderable pro- 
greſs in the arduous paths of ambition. It 
was therefore highly improbable that any 
of theſe three men would be willing to 

undertake, or able to execute, any project 

= depending upon deep and intricate in- 
The Daniſh nation was at this time 
highly diffatisfied with the ſo evidently 
difordered ſtate of the affairs of admini- 
ſtration. A general poll-tax had been 
eſtabliſhed, when, in the year 1762, the 
nation was threatened by a war with 
Ruſſia, as a temporary means of raiſing 
money; and it was then promiſed, that 
the 
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the tax would be abandoned, when its ne- 
ceſſity ſhould ceaſe. The continuation of 

this tax occaſioned great murmurings; but 

the application of its produce increaſed 

the general diſſatisfaction ſtill more than 

the tax itſelf. The Norwegians, in par- 

ticular, remonſtrated againſt it as a break 

of public faith, in a very determined tone. a 

Theſe complaints had ſcarcely ſubſided. 

and the burthen grown leſs troubleſome 

to the people, by their becoming more 
accuſtomed to bear it, when the departure 

of the King upon his travels produced new 

cauſes of complaint and diſcontent. His 

tour not only exhauſted the Daniſh finan- 

ces, but his expences being incurred in 

foreign ſtates, left the kingdom, and eſpe- 

cially the capital, without even the ad- 

vantages ariſing from the reſidence of an 
extravagant court. The public roads were 

not repaired; the royal palaces required 

5 N N no 
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- no ſupplies, and employed little of the in- 
duſtry of the people; and the propoſed 
augmentation of the army was neglected. 
The country was drained of ready money, 
the exchange run high in favour of Ham- 
burg and other foreign parts, trade de- 
cayed, and the national credit ſuffered. 

In this melancholy ſituation the King 
found his dominions upon his return. His 
giddineſs of thought, which it was impoſ- 
fible to fix upon any object that did not 
immediately concern the common trifling 
occupations of his life, prevented his pro- 
perly conſidering the tendency of theſe 
evils, and diſpelled every ſentiment that 
could have drawn his attention to them. 

The young Queen, however, obſerved 
with pleaſure the favorable change that 
had taken place in the general behaviour 
of her Lord, and flattered herſelf that he 

would likewiſe ſhew her more attention 
| and 
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and confidence than formerly. But had 
he even been inclined to gratify theſe fond 
expectations, the pernicious principles in- 

ſtilled into and rooted in his mind by his 
favorite, Holk, were ſufficient to have 
rendered his reformation of very ſhort date. 
To the reſt of his family the King preſerv- 
ed his former coolneſs and reſerve; nor 
was his conduct more open or complaiſant 
towards his miniſters. | 
M.᷑iniſters, who wiſhed to continue in 
power, could not reaſonably complain that 
their monarch willingly reſigned the buſi- 
neſs of the ſtate into their hands, and, 
| throwing: the care of government upon 
their ſhoulders, ſtudied nothing but his 
own private amuſement and pleaſure. The 
King was canſtantly ſurrounded by a warm 
of young libertines, whoſe only ſtudy it 
ſeemed, to diſpel the ennui inſeparable 
from his want of ſerious ' employment, 

8 i and | 


vernment; but we ſhall then fee him fall 


30 ELVCIDATION or THE HISTORY OF 


| and his diflike to his family; and who 
ar laſt rendered themſelves abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to his exifterice. Among theſe; 
young Count Holk peo the . 


ſhare of his favor. el 
While things ſtood thus at lines the 


| quiet and unnoticed protection of the 


King's moſt intimate friendſhip, gradually 


raiſed à man into importance; whoſe ir- 


reſiſtible influence was to decide the fate 
of the favorites, the miniſters, the family, 


and the ſubjects of his monarch. This man 
 waS"Srrvenses.-: The hiſtory of his riſe, 


his /atchievements, his ſplendid fortune, 
his diſgrace, and his melancholy end, are 


intimately interwoven with the Daniſh hi- 


ſtory, during the period now under our 


conſideration. We ſhall ſoon ſee him rule 
both the King and his miniſters, and give 


2 new and better form to the Daniſh go- 


from 


31 
from his elevated ſituation, by the weak - 
neſs of his character, the errors of his con- 
duct, but, above all, by an untowardneſs 
of fortune, that has rendered him one of 
the moſt ſtriking inftances of the inſtabi- 
tiry of human greatnefs. It will be proper 
that I here inſert ſome account of his birth 
and character, which will conſiderably tend 
to throw light upon the Mg: occurs - 
renees of his life. | 8 85 

Jon Fatvtntc STxXVENSEs was born 
at Halle, in the year 1747. His father 
Adam Struenſee, then miniſter of one of 
the principal churches in that city; had 
raiſed himſelf to that ſituation by merit 
and learning. In the year 1757 he re- 
ceived a vocation to the German domi- 
filohs of the King of Denmark, and was 
appointed Probſt *, 8 and miniſter of the 
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1 Probi. a corruption 1 the Latin word e 
ügnifßes a dignitary of the Lutheran or Refornied 
Church, to whom the clergy of the dioceſe are in ſome 

Wan ſubject. N | 
principal 
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principal church at Altona; and, three 
years after, Superintendant General * of 
the churches in Hoſtein and Schleſwig. 
His mother was the only daughter of 
John Samuel Carl, phyſician to the King 
of Denmark. Struenſee was therefore not 
born of noble parents : but though pride 
may object to his birth, reaſon cannot but 
revere the family that produced ſo emi- 
nent a man; for he was a proof that merit 


SM is not confined to any particular rank or 
| = ſtation. It muſt likewiſe be conſidered, 
5 that the low rank of Struenſee procured 


him many advantages that he might other- 
wile. have wanted. The early part of his 


. be Superintendants of the Lutheran and Re- 
formed churches 'in Germany, are in fpiritual affairs 
nearly equivalent to our Biſhops, but have no tem- 
poral rank or authority. 

+ It muſt be remembered, that in Germany, and 
the neighbouring ſtates, the real and i imaginary privi- 
leges of noble birth, are conſiderably greater than in 
England; and that not ro be born of "noble parents, is 
too often ghought a misfortune, if not a e Ae 


life 
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life was ſpent under the care of a tender 
and anxious father; his education was un- 
exceptionable he had acquired a ſtore of 
uſeful knowledge, and his underſtanding 
had been well employed and cultivated. 
From his infancy he had been inured to 
thought, and the inſtructions he received 
were ſuch as could not but produce a good | 
effect. Nature had given him an agreeable 
perſon, a clear underſtanding, and an enter- 
priſing ſpirit ; but to theſe, and many other 
excellent mental qualifications, ſhe had 
added ſome that proved very dangerous to | 
the poſſeſſor. At a very early age, he diſco- 
vered an aſpiring, a reſtleſs, and unbounded 
ambition. The ſplendid accounts of his 
uncommon ſucceſs, / and of the | honours 
beſtowed upon him, filled therefore his 
worthy father with. tender ſolicitude and 
fear. “ My ſon,” ſaid he once to a friend, 
* My ſon will prove too weak to bear the 

D | « favor 
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« favor of his Sovereign.” Theſe words 
contain the whole hiſtory. of Struenſee. 
Struenſee moreover had too great a love 
of pleaſure, his ideas of morality were too 
looſe, and his reſpect for religion too 
lightly founded. All theſe faults are ſuch 
as are hkely to be increaſed to a very per- 
nicious degree, by ſudden and great ſuc- 
eeſs; they are the moſt dangerous enemies 
a man can have, whoſe ſituation makes him 
an object of general attention; they muſt 
lead him into great errors; and every ſtateſ- 
man ought, from motives of policy, to 
guard againſt them in himſelf. 
When Struenſee had arrived at that age, 
when it becomes neceffary to form ſome 


future plan of life, he reſolved to ſtudy 
phyſic; and had already taken his doctor's 
degree, before his father was called to Al- 
tona, to which place he accompanied him. 
Here his merit in his profeſſion, and his ta- 

5 lents, 
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tents; ſoon procured him fame and reſpect. 
Among the friends he acquired at Al- 
tona, were two men; each of whom acted 
a confiderable, bur different part with him, 
in his ſubſequent advancement. | Theſe 
were Counts Rawzav-AscHenBERG and 
Branbt. Both ſeemed then his friends; | 
but, in the ſequel, the former became the 
principal inſtrument of his ruin, the lat- 
ter the companion of his melancholy fate. 
He likewiſe ſecured the favor and friend- 
ſhip of Madame Von BenxxenTHIEN, at 
Pinneburg. She was the lady of Chevalier 
Von Berkenthien, who had been formerly 
the [governor of King Frederic the Fifth; 
and her intereſt onus him his firſt re- 
commendations at court. wenn av ar 
In the year 1769, Struenſee was 5 
pointed Phyfician in Ordinary to his Da- 

nim Majeſty; and, at the fame time, or- 

dered to accompany him on his travels. 
3 From 
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From that moment his whole attention was 


devoted to the ſervice of the King, or ra- 
ther to the completion of his own ambi- 


tious views, founded on the poſſeſſion of 


the favor of his Sovereign. Fortune ſe- 
conded his endeavours; and in a ſhort 
time raiſed him to a ſituation too elevated 
to have been attained even by great abili- 
ties, and great ſucceſs, unaided by the 

moſt uncommon ene of fortunate 


ciccumſtances. 7; 


Struenſee had, upon the King's return 
to Copenhagen, already made great ſtrides 
towards the attainment of his wiſhes:' At 
that juncture party ſpirit had arrived at 


ſuch a height; that ſeparate and diſtinct 


factions began already to be formed. The 


moſt numerous and reſpectable of theſe, 


was that of the young Count Holk. All the 


miniſters of ſtate were of this party: they 


had nothing to fear from him; ; for he was 
too 


? 
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Too giddy, and loved pleaſure and the ſow 
of power too much, to prove dangerous to 
their real influence. The only enemy they 
feared, was the reigning Queen; ;. whoſe 
authority, ſhould it ever become conſider- 
able, muſt, they well foreſaw, be danger- 
ous to their own importance. Holk en- 
couraged the King in principles that could 
not but be highly offenſive to the Queen, 
and deprive her of all influence with him. 
Nothing therefore could be more deſirable 
to the miniſters, who had no other view 
but the preſervation of their own power, 
than the continuation of that degree of 
royal-favdr which Holk had acquired. 
The few parti ſans of Queen Juliana ſhar- 
ed with her the obſcurity and ſolitude in 
which ſhe then lived. A few young men, 
without fortune, without influence, and 
without that moſt neceffary qualification 
of a courtier, experience in ſtate intrigue, | 


D 3 attached 
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attached themſelves to the reigning Queen, 
whoſe charms and talents ſeemed to pro- 
miſe her the erquiſition of great power over 
the King, whenever circumſtances ſhould 
change, or the counſels of his preſent fa- 
vorites loſe that weight with him which 
they then poſſeſſed. But the young Queen 
thought their ſupport too weak to build 
any ſanguine hopes upon; and ſhe had al- 
ready formed a plan, from which 15 _ 

miſed herſelf more ſucceſs. | 
Notwithſtanding the youth of chis-prin- 
ceſs, ſhe had a degree of active reſolution, 
that could not long lie idle. She: fevere- 
ly felt her humiliating ſituation at court, 
without power or authority of any kind: and 
ſhe plainly ſaw that there were no means 
left her to recover that power, which ought 
to have been inſeparable from her rank and 
talents, but to acquire the confidence and 
eſteem of her lord. She was convinced 
| | that 
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that this would be impoſſible,” as long as 
Holk remained his favorite. She could 
not place confidence in any of the mini- 
ſters, but had a great diſlike to every one 
of them; and dreaded particularly the 
power of Count Bernſtorf. At that time 
there ſeemed little probability that the 
Queen Dowager Juliana would riſe to im- 
portance, from the neglect into which ſhe 
had ſunk. She therefore boldly reſolved 
to exert her utmoſt endeavours to deſtroy 
the influence of the reigning favorite, and 
to baffle every hoſtile attempt of the mi- 
Her firſt ſtep was a ſtudied attention 
to, and ready compliance with, the moſt 
trifling withes of the King. An uncom- 
mon conjuncture of circumſtances favor- 
ed her deſign. Count Holk poſſeſſed not 
one of thoſe qualifications of mind, by ® 
which many a favorite has defied oppo- 
1 ſition, 


+ 
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= ſition, and kept his place in ſpite of the 
moſt ſubtle intrigue. He had no know- 
ledge of the human mind, nor was he 
deeply verſed in the chicanery of a court; 
but owed his conſequence ſolely to the 
character of the monarch: and himſelf aſ- 
ſiſted his rival, whoſe ſchemes were too re- 
fined for his comprehenſion, in gaining the 
royal favor. He introduced him, when- 
ever he found an opportunity, into the 
7 King” O company; and as he knew that the 
Queen hated Struenſee as much as ſhe 
did him, he encouraged the King to make 
him his .companion, whenever he viſited 
her. By this laſt circumſtance, affairs ſoon 
took a turn, which ſhewed, in the ſtrongeſt 
light, the penetration of the Queen, and 
* . the giddy inexperience of the favorite. 
Ik)he Quden obſerved that the King's re- 
* giard for Holk diminiſhed in proportion as 
i ö his e for Struenſee increaſed. She 
{ith | | perceived 
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perceived that the company of the latter 


became daily more pleaſing and more ne- 


— 


ceſſary to him; and that his influence be- 


gan to extend, not only to every concern 
of the King's private life, but to the moſt 
important affairs of the ſtate. She ſoon 
ſaw that the conduct of Struenſee was very 
different from the inſolent behavior of 
Count Holk. He not only kept within 
the bounds of the ſtricteſt and moſt ſub- 
miſſive reſpect; but he ſeemed to feel his 
embarraſſing ſituation, in being ſo often 
forced into her preſence for the ſole purpoſe 
of inſulting her. By degrees her ill opinion 
of his character was changed into one much 
more favorable; his converſation ' grew 
leſs diſagreeable to her; and ſhe diſcovered 
in him a ſuperior and well cultivated un- 


( 


, * 
derſtanding. The increaſing partiality of 8 


the King for him caught her attention; 
and ſhe treated him, at laſt, with a degree - 
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of favor and condeſcenſion which could 
not lang remain unnoticed. 1 
The firft ſymptoms of a change i in 1 
Kilda diſpoſition either eſcaped, or, were 
beneath the 'notice of, the miniſters, and 
ef Count Holk : the latter even for- 
warded its completion. Its effects were, 
however, very ſoon evident; and to the in- 
fatuation of her enemies, the Queen chiefly 
owed the ſucceſs of her plan. The King 
became tired of his way of living, and con- 
ſequently cold and reſerved towards Holk. 
Struenſee gained all the conſequence with 
him which the other loſt. Theſe circum- 
ſtances did not eſcape the vigilance of the 
Queen; ſhe ſaw their importance; and re- 
ſolved to purſue her plan againſt Holk 
* all her power. ü l 
A ſeries of fortunate events i 
in her this dawn of hope. The office of 


Se of State had been promiſed to 
Bernſtorf 


„„ ES... Pin 


honorary member of the council *, and 
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Bernſtorf upon his return from his travels 
with the King. This idea had been laid 
alide ;. and the regard of the monarch for 
him ſeemed to be conſiderably diminiſhed. 
About this time it was refolved that the 


Prince Royal ſhould be inoculated for che 


ſmall pox. This operation was committed 
to the cart of Struenſee, who performed it 
in the month of May 1770. He was at 
the ſame time appointed by the Queen to 
ſuperintend the education of the young 
Prince. Ihe inoculation ſucceeded be- 
yond- expectation, and Struenſee was li- 
berally rewarded. He was created an 


appointed Reader to their Majeſties, with 
2 ſalary of 1 500 dollars f. This enabled 
him to give up his practice, and to attend 


gonſtantly upon the court, Struenſee had. A 


during the illneſs af we Rrince, entirely 
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ſſiure, in his company; the reſerve 
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gained the favor of the Queen. Her ten- 
dereſt affections were centered in her child. 
Her kind heart would not ſuffer her to leave 
him for one moment to the care of ſtran- 
gers, during a diſorder, that, with the beſt 
and moſt ſkilful management, is not wholly 
free from danger. She - herſelf was his 
nurſe; ſhe watched with him, and anxiouſly 
returned to her maternal cares the moment 
he awoke. Struenſee became, of -courſe, 
her aſſiſtant in theſe tender occupations; 
and ſhe hardly ſuffered him to quit the 
object of her affection for a moment. 
This gave him an opportunity of ſpending 
24 great part of his time in the company of 

the Queen. The natural and acquired 
accompliſhments of his mind rendered his 
converſation agreeable and inſtructive; and 
his addreſs was ſuch as could not fail of 
winning the favor of his royal miſtreſs. By 
degrees ſne found comfort, and then plea- 
on bath 

ſides 


21 


| 
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ſides wore off; and their converſations be- 
came more free and intereſting. The Queen ' 
was convinced that he was a man who, 
if entirely attached to her intereſt, would 

be of infinite ſervice to her in the execu- | 
tion of her plans; and as ſhe thought ſhe 
might rely upon his fidelity, ſhe diſcover- 


ed to him, with the moſt unlimited confi- © | | 


dence, the inmoſt ſecrets of her mind: 
Struenſee was too well acquainted with the 
diſpoſition of the monarch, and his own 
influence with him, to have the leaſt 
{cruple in promiſing her his cordial] aſſiſt- 
| ance, and the moſt certain ſucceſs. . From 
that time he devoted his whole attention 
to the accompliſhment of her views; and 
ſhe found that ſne might with confidence 
rely upon the prudence, the ſound deli- 
beration, and the ſucceſs with which he 


carried them on. The King's affections were | 


reclaimed; his behavior to the Queen was 
entirely 


fenced that degree of familiarity difcovered 
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entirely changed; and he placed a degree 
of confidence in her, of which ſhe ſoon 
made uſe to the attainment of her pur- 
poſes. Her firſt ſtep was the A of 
young Count Holk. 

Affairs had proceeded ſo far, before the 
miniſters were rouſed from their torpid 
ſecurity; and they began to behold, with. 
aſtoniſhment and dread, the ſudden change 
that appeared in the meaſures of the eourt. 
They firſt endeavored to remove the royal 


page, WarnsTarT, who ö upon the diſ- 


grace of young Holk had ſtepped into his 
place; but they found their utmoſt exer- 
tions without effect. They then tried to 
obtain the diſmiſſion of Struenſee: but 
the King was deaf to their applications; 
for the Queen ſupported him with all her 
newly- acquired influence. T hey 'repre- 


between her and the new favorite, as im- 
| proper, 
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proper, if not criminal; but their diſco- 
very gave them only greater reaſon to 
doubt the ſucceſs of any meaſures wy 
might purſue againft him. | 
In this unfortunate turn of their affairs; 
the miniſters received an offer of affiſt- 
ance from a man, who cheriſhed the moſt 
inveterate hatred to the aſpiring favo- 
_ rite, This was the Ruſſian ambaſſador, 
PRILOosopROwW. He hated Struenſee, both 
from political and perſonal motives. | He 
knew that he endeavored, by every means 
in his power, to induce the King to ſhake 
off the ſervile ſubjection in which he was 
held by the court of Peterſburg. Struen- 
ſee had robbed him of the affection of a 
lady to whom he was violently attached ; 
and Philoſophow had thought proper to 
avenge the inſult by a public and corporal 
chaſtiſement of his enemy, which ſhewed 
at once the brutality of his character and 
. of 
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of his reſentment. * The ſituation of Stru- 
enſee, at that time, prevented his returning 
this treatment upon the ambaſſador; but it. 
made the deeper impreſſion upon his mind, 
and he never forgot it. The ambaſſador 
knew how entirely Bernſtorf was devoted 
to the views of his court; and this was 
an additional motive to afford him every 
aſſiſtance in his power. He therefore en- 
deavored to increaſe his fears of the con- 
ſequences of the ſudden elevation of Stru- 
enſee; he repreſented to him the urgent 
neceſſity of removing ſo dangerous a man 
from court; promiſed to engage his Im- 
perial Miſtreſs in their common intereſt, 
and to ſupport it with all her authority. 

Perhaps at that time ſo formidable a mea- 
ſure might have ſucceeded; but Bernſtorf 
and his friends thought proper to decline 
the offer of the Ruſſian : their ſelf-love 
hid from them the real danger of their 
ſituation ; 


— 
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Gituation; and their pride deſpiſed an ene- 
my, whoſe importance ſeemed too trifling 
to add glory to their victory. 
. This careleſs and inactive conduQ is the 
more to be wondered at in Count Bern- 
ſtorf, as it is certain that, a conſiderable 
time before, he had made no ſecret of his 
ſentiments in regard to the character of 
Struenſee, and the views of which he ſuſ- 
pected him; and had thereby ſhewn that 
they had not eſcaped his attention, but 
that he had examined them with his uſual | 
penetration, and made N concluſions as 
the event authoriſed... | 
In the mean time RE court removed)to 
Schleſwig. Bernſtorf; Holk; and Moltke ac- 
companied the King as in his former tour; 
Warnſtatt and Struenſee were in his ſuite. 
Theſe two oppoſite parties ſeemed very un- 
equal; but the preſence of the Queen, 
whoſe power was now conſiderably increaſ- 


E. ; ed, 
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ed, turned the ſcale in favor of the latter. 
Bernſtorf knew this, and took ſuch mea- 
ſures as he thought neceſſary to his own 
fecurity. He perſuaded the Ruſſian am- 
baſſador, who had reſolved upon a journey 
to Aix la Chapelle, te go no further than 
Pyrmont, that he might, upon an emer- 
gency, be neater at hand. He had like- 
wiſe intereſt ſufficient to keep open his 
office as Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, not- 
withſtanding his abſence from Copenha- 
gen; and the foreign ambaſſadors were 
deſired to tranſact their buſineſs with him 
by letter. It had been intended that Count 
Moltke ſhould fucceed to this appoint- 
ment; but Bernſtorf had reaſon to with- 
draw his confidence from this his old 
friend, ſince the cloſe connexion of Moltke 
with Chevalier Von Roſencranz, whom 
he very es looked N as bis ſecret 
enemy. 


The 
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The Queen's party, ne ſucceſſ- 
fully purſued the advantages they had 
already gained. By the advice of Stru- 
enſee, ſhe began to look out for a man 
whoſe rank and influence might counter- 
balance that of the miniſter. For this 
purpoſe he propoſed his friend Count Ran- 
zau-Aſchenberg, who, though he had for- 
merly ſhared the diſgrace of Count de St. 
Germain, had always been perſonally agree- 
able to the King. Ranzau was then on 
terms of intimate friendſhip with Struen- 
ſee, and totally hoſtile to Bernſtorf and the 
Ruſſian ambaſſador. As the Queen feem- 
ed very uneaſy as long as Holk remained 
at court, Struenſee improved her anxiety 
on this account to the advancement of his 
other friend Count Brandt, who had for- 
merly poſſeſſed much of the royal favor: 
and as the removal of Holk was fully deter- 


mined upon, he deſigned his appointments 
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ſor this friend; and accordingly the two 
Counts were recalled. The effect of their 
preſence at court was ſoon very evident. 
The King ſhewed already melancholy 
ſymptoms of that deranged ſtate of mind, 
into which he afterwards funk. The only 
perſon who could have guided him to mea- 
ſures conſiſtent with the dignity of his 
character, Bernftorf, found his influence ra- 
pidly declining. The King's affection for 
the Queen, and his favor to Struenſee, par- 
took, by degrees, more of abject weakneſs 
than of free inclination, His extreme 
ſubmiſſion to Struenſee, and his pernicious 
and diſgraceful connexion with CountRan- 
zau, could not but conſiderably lower him 
in the affection of his Queen, and ſeemed 
to have a bad effect upon her conduct. 
She in ſome meaſure departed from that 
dignity of manners, and that graceful re- 


ſerve, which had made her more amiable 
than 
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than her beauty; and her youthful mind, 
unuſed to power, forgot the rigid dictates 
of prudence, and indulged in diſſipated 
amuſements, unfavorable to the preſerva- 
tion of an unblemiſhed character. Her 
good and innocent heart led her to deſpiſe 
the cenſure of the world; and her uncom- 
mon vivacity carried her beyond the 
bounds which a ſtrict regard for her repu- 
tation ought to have preſcribed to her. 

Folk now became more and more dif- 
agreeable to the King; and at laſt, by the 
united exertion of his enemies, loſt entire- 
ly his favor. The will of the monarch | 
flowed now in a different channel than 
formerly. This became very evident by 
the changes that took place at court, and 
in the council of ſtate, upon his return to 
Copenhagen from Schleſwig. Count Holk, 
and his ſiſter Madame Von der Lühe, Mif- 
treſs of the Queen's Houſehold, felt their 
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firſt effects: both were baniſned * court. 


Count Brandt ſucceeded Holk in the King's 
favor, and in his office as Director of che 
Royal Amuſements. 

This ſtroke was an effectual warning to 
Count Bernſtorf. He ſaw now, too late, 
the effects of his indiſcretion, and the 
danger of his ſituation. The only means 
of ſafety ſeemed the protection of Ruſſia ; 
and he loſt no time in apprizing the mi- 
niſter of that court of every circumſtance 
that had happened. This brought Philo- 
ſophow immediately to Copenhagen : but 
his power was at an end; and he arrived 


merely to witneſs the triumph of his moſt 


inveterate foe, The times were gone when 
the power of Ruſſia reigned ſupreme over 
the court of Denmark'; when the King 
and his miniſters trembled at a ſingle threat | 
of oppoſition to the Holſatian treaty of 
change; ; When the powerful | Saber 


raiſed 
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raiſed or depoſed the officers of the Da- 
niſh court at pleaſure, diſtributed its ho- 
nours, and in the enjoyment of a degree 
of power and ſplendor never before known 
by a foreign ambaſſador, determined that, 
in ſpite of the will of his miniſters, and 
the wiſhes of his people, the King ſhould 
travel: when the proud Philoſophow could 

guide the will of the monarch as he pleaſ- 
ed, and, upon the appointment of Count 
Von Görz, the intimate friend of Count 
St. Germain, to a conſiderable poſt in the 
army, could write to the Daniſh ſovereign, 
J have orders from my court to leave 
/ * Copenhagen, and to break off all nego- 
s ciations, unleſs this dangerous and in- 
** triguing man be immediately removed 
from your Majeſty's ſervice.” Struenſee, 
whoſe influence extended to every concern 
both of: the ſtate and of the court, had 
, E 4 now 
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now totally changed the will and inclina- 
tion of the monarch. | | 
The court reſided, after its return, ſel- 
dom at Copenhagen, but was chiefly held 
at Hirſchholm, and was compoſed entirely 
of the Queen's party. Bernſtorf could no 
longer conceal from himſelf, that the en- 
deavors of his enemies to deprive him of. 
the favor of his ſovereign, had too well 
ſucceeded. His mind was ſeriouſly per- 
plexed to decide, whether he ought quiet- 
ly to await the fall that threatened him, or 
to prevent it by retiring. The firſt ſeem- 
ed more becoming the dignity of his 
character, and the fame he had acquired. 
He had nothing to fear in truſting his 
conduct to the opinion of the world; he 
could reaſonably expect that the more ſen- 
ſible part of mankind would not haſtily 
judge of him by the appearance of cir- 
cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, but deliberately weigh the real 
merits of his actions. He had not long to 
wait for the deciſion of his fate. As he 
ſat down to devote ſome few more hours 
to the public welfare, he received a letter 
from the King, by which he was diſcharg- 
ed from any further ſervices. His firſt 
feelings were painful ; but he ſoon reco- 
vered himſelf, and ſaid calmly to one of 
his ſervants, who was the only witneſs of 
this diſagreeable moment, *I am diſmiſſed 
« from my poſt:” and added, with eyes 
and hands lifted up to heaven, © Almighty 
«© Ruler of the Univerſe, bleſs this coun- 
ge try and its king!“ | 
Thus fell this great ſtateſman, in whom 
Denmark loſt one of its wiſeſt miniſters, 
whoſe attention had been uniformly direct- 
ed to the public welfare, and whoſe name 
will be handed down to poſterity, among 
thoſe of ſuch men who have ſerved their 
country 
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country diſintereſtedly, honorably, and ſuc- 
ceſsfully, Roſencranz, whoſe fall ſoon fol- 
lowed that of Bernſtorf, had firſt contri- 
buted to render the Queen ſuſpicious of 
this great man ; Struenſee had promoted 
what he began; and Ranzau ſtruck the 
blow that completed his diſgrace. This 
important event was the forerunner of 
thoſe changes that ſoon afterwards hap- 
pened. 

After the removal of Bernſtorf, none of 
the miniſters had much reaſon to think 
themſelves ſecure in the places; and their 
apprehenſions were too well grounded. Ad- 
miral Count Lauerwig, whoſe daughter, 
upon the King's return, had been mar- 
ried to the diſgraced favorite; old Count 
Holk, Preſident of the Board of Reve- 
nue; and young Count Bernſtorf, Firſt Com- 
miſſioner of the Cuſtoms, were diſmiſſed 


from their employments. In a few days, 
; the 
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the three miniſters, Counts Holk the 
younger, Count Thott, and Chevalier Von 
Roſencranz, ſhared the ſame fate. Gene- 
ral Hauch, Preſident of the War Office, 
made room for the appointment of Count 
Ranzau ; Vice Admiral Romling ſuc- 
ceeded Count Lauerwig in the naval de- 
partment, and in the rank of Admiral; 
and Count Ranzau, General Gohler, and 
Baron Schak-Rathlau, then Firſt Com- 
miſſioner of Finance, occupied the vacant 
ſeats in the Privy Council. The latterhow- 
ever ſoon relinquiſhed his appointment. 
Without private fortune, without any ex- 
pectation of providing for his family fuit- 
ably to his rank, and notwithſtanding he 
had once known better days, he ſtill had 
courage to oppole certain new regulations, 
by which the power of the Board was re- 
ſtricted; to demand his diſmiſſion; and to 
retire, without a penſion, to his eſtates; 
and 
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and enjoy his humble fortune in honor- 
able obſcurity. Count Schimmelman alone 
eſcaped the general diſgrace of the Daniſh 
ſtateſmen. He did not however owe his 
exemption to any particular favor at court, 
but to the facility with which he could ſa- 
crifice his dignity, and flatter thoſe whoſe 
power he feared, and to his prudence in 
quitting the court during this dangerous 
ferment, taking up his reſidence at Ham- 
burg, and doing the buſineſs gf his em- 
baſſy with as little noiſe and ſtir as * 
ſible. | 
The new miniſtry did not think Ws | 
to fill up the office of Miniſter of Foreign 
Affairs, vacant by the diſmiſſion of Bernſ- 
torf ; but notice was given to the Ambaſ- 
ſadors, that in future all their buſineſs 
ſhould be tranſmitted to the King himſelf, 
in writing. This meaſure was chiefly in- 
tended to deprive the Ruſſian Miniſter of 

every 
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every poſſibility of carrying on any ſecret 
intrigue, by which ab een of the 
new plan could be delayed or prevented. 
This did not eſcape Philoſophow: he was 
highly offended; and vented. his anger in 
the moſt virulent language, and the bit- 
tereſt complaints and remonſtrances. He 
publicly threatened the miniſtry with the 
vengeance of his court; and immediately 
diſpatched a courier to Peterſburg, with 
a full account of the ſtrange tranſactions 
to which he had lately been a witneſs; 
The King ſent, at the ſame time, -Adjutant 
General Warenſtatt to the ſame place, to 
acquaint the Court of Ruſſia with the 
changes he had thought proper to make. 
This great convulſion, by which almoſt 
every deſcription of the ſervants of the 
ſtate were affected, and by which the chief 
of them were thrown down from their ele- 
vated ſituations, occaſioned the utmoſt con- 
ſternation 
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ſternation throughout the kingdom. Queen 
Juliana beheld the ſtorm at a diſtance; her 
paſſions were as varied as they were impo- | 
tent; and ſhe induſtriouſly courted and 
ſympathiſed with thoſe who had been the 
objects of its fury. 
The reigning Queen, and her fortunate 
adviſer, enjoyed now quietly the fruits of 
their ſucceſs. Their tranquillity was un- 
interrupted, but by the moſt luxurious 
amuſements; and their happineſs ſeemed 
to exceed the uſual lot of human nature. 
They however did not neglect the means 
moſt likely to inſure ſtability to their good 
fortune; and, to this end, they purſued a 
well digeſted plan. Struenſee, whoſe am- 
bition aĩmed at nothing leſs than engroſſing 
the whole royal power to the Queen and 
himſelf, ſaw that this would be impoſſible, 
unleſs it could be united in one point, the 
* of the King. They 2350 him there- 
| fore 
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fore excluded from all company, as they 
too well knew that his will was that of 
thoſe who ſurrounded his perſon. It was 
agreed that Brandt ſhould exert his ut- 
moſt invention, to make him paſs his time 
in as agreeable a ſtate of idleneſs as poſſi- 
ble: and he ſucceeded to his utmoſt wiſh; 
as the mode of life provided for the King, 
exactly correſponded with his trifling cha- 
racter. This prepared the way for the 
moſt ' important ſtep the Queen and Stru- 
enſee had yet taken. The miniſters of 
ſtate; of every rank, received orders to 
commit all their buſineſs to paper ; as the 
King ſhould not in future tranſact anything 
with them in perſon, but give them his 
anſwers and orders in writing. The de- 
cilive effect of this meaſure muſt evidently 
appear from what has been already ſaid. | 
About this time Adjutant General Wa- 
renſtatt returned from Peterſburg, and with 
00 FL him 
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him the courier diſpatched by the Ruſſian 
Ambaſſador. The ſtudied civility with 
which the former had been treated at Pe- 
. terſburg; raiſed a ſtrong ſuſpicion againſt 
him; and his ſecrecy was, in general, ſo 
little to be depended upon, that imme- 
diately upon his return to Copenhagen, 
he was ordered into cloſe confinement, un- 
der the care of an officer whoſe fidelity 
could be truſted, and who had ſtrict or- 
ders to ſuffer nobody to ſpeak to him. To 
apologize for this ſtep to the public, it 
was pretended that he had unneceſſarily 
delayed his departure from Peterſburg, and 
had ſpent ſeveral days at Stockholm with- 
out leave. But it had, notwithſtanding, a 
bad effect upon the public opinion; and 
it was rumoured that the anſwer brought 

home by him, was of a very diſagreeable 


nature. The court naturally repreſented | 


the caſe in a different light; and Count 
Ranzau, 


/ J 
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| Ranzau, whoſe thoughts are always pub- 

lic property, aſſerted, with oſtentatious fa- ; 
tisfaction, that the Daniſh government had * 
now ſhaken off the yoke of Ruſſia, under 
which it had ſo long and ſo diſgracefully 

labored. It ſeems however that Philoſo- 

phow did not receive any inſtructions from 

his court to oppoſe the new ſyſtem. He 

had for ſome time paſt been in a very 

_ deranged ſtate of mind, and, upon his re- 

| queſt, eaſily obtained his diſmiſſion. Be- 

fore he departed, he deſired a private au- 

dience of leave of the King, but it was 

refuſed him: and he received for anſwer, 

that he muſt take leave in the uſual public 

manner. He replied that his health did 

not permit his attendance upon fo public 


an occaſion; and left Copenhagen with- 
out ſeeing, or taking leave of, any one of 
the Royal Family. 


* About 
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About that time the office of Miniſter 
of Foreign Affairs was, to the great ſur- 
prize of every body, given to Count Often, 
who was expreſsly recalled from Naples, 
where he had hitherto reſided as Daniſh 
Ambaſſador. Count Often was ſo well 
known to be devoted to the views of Ruſ- 
ſia, that this appointment ſeemed to be 
wholly inconſiſtent with the general ſyſtem 
of meaſures purſued by the Queen's party: 
and, ſoon after his appointment, he took a 
ſtep, in which his character and political 
bias evidently appeared. Notwithſtanding 
his deſire to render himſelf agreeable to 
the party by whom he had been promoted, 
he determined by ſome means to flatter 
the court of Ruſſia. He therefore drew up 
a kind of defence of the late changes in 
adminiſtration, adorned with all the flowery 
rhetoric in his power, and ſent it to Pe- 
terſburg. This diſpatch found a more fa- 
2 1 vorable 
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vorable reception than. the letter of the 
| King, and produced a better effect. The 
Empreſs, whoſe pride was not a little hurt 
at the loſs of her influence in Daniſh: po- 
litics, was glad to look upon the humi- 
liating apologies contained in Count Oſ- 
ten's defence, as a complete revenge for 
the inſult offered to her by the former let» 
terz and by that means to get rid of this 
troubleſome buſineſs with ſome degree'of 
credit. The only anſwer therefore returned 
to the memorial of Count Often was, that 
as long as the Queen, Count Ranzau, and 
Struenſee ſhould retain theiz preſent influ- 
ence, the court of Ruſſia could place ng 
dependance upon the good-will or the 
friendſhip of that of Denmark. Ade 
The cloſe of the year 1770 was diſtin- 
guiſhed by a meaſure that entirely ſub- 
verted the former conſtitution of Den- 
mark, and at the ſame time removed every 
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check upon the power of Struenſee and the 
Queen, and placed the moſt uncontroul- 
ed and deciſive authority in their hands. 
By a royal mandate, written entirely by 
the King's own hand, dated December the 
27th, the Privy Council of State was for 
ever aboliſhed; and, in its place, a Board 


eſtabliſhed *, conſiſting of the Chiefs of 


every other Public Board; the power of 
which was confined to very narrow limits, 
This Board was ordered to meet at certain 
appointed times; its power of deliberation 
vas extended to every concern of the ſtate, 
but it was entirely deprived of that of de- 
ciding upon any ſubject. Its members 
enjoyed no particular title or rank, no aug- 
mentation of ſalary, in conſequence of their 


appointments ; but formed a body deſti- 


tute of authority, dignity, and energy, and 
which could at any time be aboliſhed with- 


* Conferenz-commiſſion, 
- out 


F 


COUNTS STRUENSEE AND BRANDT, 69 


out trouble or diſturbance, The abolition 
of the Council of State could, however, not 
be ſo quietly effected. It formed the moſt 
reſpectable and conſiderable body in the 
ſtate, By the capitulation of Faxzveric the 
Third, it had acquired the ſplendid and im- 
portant privilege, that its members were 
Joint regents with thoſe regularly appointed 
in caſe of a minority or interregnum. They 
had, beſides, the moſt elevated ideas of the 
rank annexed to their ſituation; they had 
always flattered themſelves by a compari- 
ſon with the Senate of Sweden; it was 
their boaſt that they formed the only con- 
ſtitutional body which had ſurvived the 
violent revolution of the year 1660; and 
they fancied themſelves in ſome meaſure 
the repreſentatives of the people, and the 
only remaining check upon the royal pre- 
rogative, The Council of State enjoyed 
the ſole right of deciding in ſuits de- 

=D . 3 pending 
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pending between the nobles ; and the Daz 
- nifh nobility prided themſelves not a little 
upon their ancient right to ſit as members 
of this Council. Its abolition therefore 
was conſidered as an inſult to the dignity 
and privileges of the whole body: from 
that moment the actions of Struenſee, 
which they had before ſuffered to paſs un- 
noticed, were watched by them with jea- 
lous diſtruſt; and they vowed to be re- 
venged upon the author of · their difgrace. 
Theſe ſentiments aroſe | likewiſe in the 
breaſt of a man, whoſe rank and conſe- 
quence were conſiderably affected by this 
meaſure. This was Count Ranzau, whom 
we have hitherto ſeen at the head of the 
Queen's party, but who never could for- 
give this inſtance of ingratitude to his 
ſervices. | 4 
N was now neceſſary to proceed to ſuch 
meaſures as tended to eſtabliſh and con- 
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firm thoſe already taken. The King was 
 " therefore perſuaded to deliver over the 
perſonal management of affairs into the 
hands of Struenſee. PAN NIN, Private 
Secretary to the King, a creature of the 
Ruſſian miniſter, was diſcharged. Warn- 
ſtatt, who by ſome imprudent hints in 
converſation had become ſuſpected, was 
ſent from Copenhagen. Moſt of the ad- 
herents of the late miniſtry were, by de- 
grees, diſmiſſed from the Public Boards. 
Count AHLFELDT, whoſe uncommon me- | 
rits had gained the general love of the 
people, but excited the apprehenſions of 

the court, was removed from his poſt as 
Commander in Chief “ at Copenhagen, 
and was ſent in the ſame capacity tek l- 
denburg ; and Colonel SuRNnz, a man 
from whom nothing was to be feared, was 
appointed Governor of that city. This 


* Militaeriſcher Stadthalter, 
. laſt 
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laſt regulation completed the ſyſtem form 
ed by the Queen and Struenſee, by which 
the Daniſh conſtitution was entirely new 
modelled. 8 
The King, or rithet his adviſers; had 
now acquired the ſole power of decifion in 
eyery concern of ſtate: the royal autho- | 
rity had now ſhaken off every reſtriction ; _ 
and, directed by the hands in which it was 
was now placed, defied every oppoſition. 
This great event had been accompliſhed 
in the courſe of a very few months, by a 
young Princeſs not above twenty, a man 
of low extraction ò, and a few young gentle- | 
men without rank and experience.—A re- 
markable inſtance of that character of 
we "neſs and inſtability which is ſo ſtrong- 
Iy imprefſed upon the greateſt achieve- 
ments of the human race! a 


N See Note, Page 32. 
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We now fee the fate of Denmark en- 
tirely at the diſpoſal of Struenſee; but a 
dreadfully ſudden cataſtrophe will ſoon tear 
him from his elevated ſeat : we ſhall ſee - 
the ſhort ſpace of time, during which the 


_ reins of government are guided by his 
hand, teem with political projects, that are 
new, extenſive, noble, bold, or daring. But, 
before we proceed to follow him in this 
career, it will be neceſſary to take a cur- 
ſory view of the ſtate of Daniſh politics at 
that period, and of the plan which Struen- 
ſee had formed, in order to- ground them 
upon a better and more permanent foun- 
dation. | | 
Struenſee was undoubtedly a very extra- 
ordinary character. But, in judging of 
him as a ſtateſman, it muſt be conſidered, 
that, though he began a multitude of new 
plans, his power was too tranſient to ſuffer 
him to complete any one. of them. To 
7 conſider 
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conſider him in any other point of view, 
would be to condemn him, at once, as a 
wanton and ſelfiſh diſturber of public tran- 
quillity, none of whoſe actions had a view 
to the advantage of the empire he go- 
yerned, But neither candor nor truth will 
permit us to form ſuch a judgment. 

_ The ſtate of the foreign politics of Den- 
mark had, for a very long time, depended 
by turns upon the influence of France; of 
Ruſſia, and upon the political ſituation of 
Sweden. The ſubſidies paid by France, 
the Holſatian treaty of exchange with 
Ruſſia, and the fears ariſing from the pro- 
bable event of the inteſtine broils in Swe- 
den, had ſucceſſively engroſſed the atten- 
tion of the Daniſh court. The influence 
of France had riſen, during the reign of 
Frederic the Fifth, ſuperior to that of any 
other foreign power, but had died with that 
monarch. Denmark had ſold its friend- 
| ſhip 
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ſhip to the Court of Verſailles, and with- 
drew it as ſoon as it ceaſed to be regularly 

paid for. A ſtrict connexion with Ruſſia 
ſucceeded that with France. Count Bernſ- 
torf, who, in the beginning of the preſent 
. reign, had the ſole direction of the affairs 
of government, was more inclined to che- 


riſh this connex1on than the former. But, 
in both caſes, the ambaſſadors of the two 
courts had enjoyed a degree of authority 
and conſequence, derogatory in the higheſt 
degree to the power of the King. The 
French plenipotentiary Oolxx, and the Ruſ- | 
ſian miniſters Salder and Philoſophow, 
were accuſtomed never to meet with a de- 
nial. The behavior of the firſt was kept 


. 


- within the proper bounds of politeneſs, by 
his natural modeſty, and the real regard 
which he had for the intereſts of Sweden; 
but the wanton pride of the two latter de- 
Hed decency and good breeding. Their 
W | requeſts 
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requeſts had the air of commands; and 
a haughty threat was the inſtantaneous re- 

; ply to the mildeſt objeftions. The mo- 
narch had frequently felt the humiliating 
ſituation to which he was reduced; and 
Bernſtorf was himſelf ſecretly hurt at it : 
but the friendſhip of Ruſſia alone was able 
to keep him in his poſt ; and, without it, 
Denmark muſt have abandoned its favo- 
rite ſcheme. 

The internal affairs of the kingdom 
were in a moſt melancholy ſtate. The 
former miniſters had adopted as a maxim, 
that the King ought to be totally ignorant 
of the affairs of government; and they had 
uſed every method in their power to create 
in him a diſlike to the tranſaction of bu- 
ſineſs. The giddy character of the mo- 
narch favored their plans, and they could 
not fail of ſueceſs. The executive powers 
of adminiſtration were divided among a 

| number 
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number of men who hated one another 
moſt cordially. Each endeavored to ex- 
cel the other in ſplendor: and as the 
King had no power to regulate that of his 
ſervants, a kind of anarchy enſued, the 
effects of which deſtroyed or delayed every 
deliberation for the public good. Intereſt 
or intrigue were the only ſure means of 
preferment ; and, without theſe, the moſt 


_ conſpicuous merit was neglected. The 
finances were in the moſt deranged ſtate, 
The enormous expences of the court; the 
ſumptuous ſupport of manufactories, from 
which no profit was derived ; the over- 
ſtrained encouragement of the fine arts 
the immenſe ſums ſquandered away in po- 
litical chimeras, too extenſive and exalted 
for the ſtrength of the empire; and the 
ſalaries of the innumerable officers paid by 
government, were the principal cauſes of 


this miſchief, The people were diſſatiſ- 
fied 
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fied with the many new and hoary taxes 
heaped upon them, and till more fo with 
the manner in which their produce was 
expended. Loud complaints enſued ; the 
ſubjects loſt' all affection and regard for 
their King, and ardently longed for a re- 
leaſe from the oppreſſive burthens under 
which they groaned.. 

Struenſee had obſerved theſe enormous 
defects, both in the foreign and internal 
ſtate of Daniſh politics, with the eye of an 
intelligent ſtateſman, and had formed a 
bold plan thoroughly to remedy both. In 
regard to the former, his firſt object was, 
to free the Court of Denmark from its 
ſubjection to that of Ruſſia, but ſtill to 
preſerve the friendſhip of that power. He 
thought the mode in which the negocia- 
tions reſpecting the Holſatian exchange 
had been carried on, and the diſgraceful 
manner in which a ſingle menace on the 

| part 
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part of Ruſſia, to put an end to that affair, 
inffuenced almoſt every other plan of go- 
vernment, highly derogatory to the dig- 


nity of his monarch. He fully ſaw the 


importance of the ſucceſs of this buſineſs 
to Denmark ; and reſolved, if poſſible, to 


complete it, but with more dignity and 


boldneſs than had hitherto conducted it. 
He was therefore more cautious and pru- 
dent than Ranzau; and did not publicly aſ- 
fert, that the influence of Ruſſia in Daniſh 
politics was a diſgrace to the nation. He 
had more courage and ſpirit than Bern- 
ſtorf; and endeavored to convert the ſer- 
vile ſubjection, with which the commands 
of Ruſſia had been hitherto obeyed, into 
a compliance with! irs requeſts, warranted 
by found policy, and compatible with the 
dignity of the ſtate. 7 

The meafures which he took in conſe- 
quence of theſe reſolves, ſeemed” well 


adapted 
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adapted to the execution of his extenſive 
views. It was at that time rumored that 
2 Ruſſian ſquadron was in readineſs to fail 
to Copenhagen, in order to oblige the 
King to diſmiſs Struenſee from his poſt. 
This rumor, which ſeemed to have ſome 
foundation in truth, occaſioned” the moſt 
ſudden and vigorous preparations. Two 
ſhips of the line, and two frigates, were 
immediately armed, and cruized in the 
road, ready to oppoſe the enemy; but the 
Ruſſians did not appear, and the Daniſh 
fleet returned quietly into port. This re- 
ſolute meaſure ſhewed plainly that the 
principles of the Daniſh court were totally 
. changed. Struenſee had formed an opi- 
nion of the power of Ruſſia, which no mi- 
niſter before him had dared to conceive. 
Its fallacious ſplendor did not blind, nor 
did the haughty air in which the Court of 
Peterſpurg was accuſtomed to ſpeak, de- 
By ceive 
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ceive him, in regard to the real ſtate. of 
its reſources. He concluded that the war 
with the Turks, the inteſtine commotions 
that had prevailed, the many other extra- 
ordinary expences which had of late been 
incurred, and its great love of ſhow and 
pageantry, muſt have nearly exhauſted its 
finances, and rendered it deſirous of keep- 
ing upon good terms with the neighbour- 
ing powers. He was therefore reſolved 
to deſtroy the influence of that cowardly 
idea upon the Daniſh politics, that the 
aſſiſtance of Ruſſia was indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to the proſperity of Denmark, and 
that every other conſideration ought to 
be ſacrificed to the Drafi vat of her 
friendſhip. | 2900 

In regard to the interference of Den- 
mark with the politics of Sweden, Stru- 
enſee had formed a plan equally wiſe and 


well digeſted. He reſolved ſtrictly to ad- 
G here 
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here to the treaties formed with Ruſſia in 
reference to that kingdom; to keep with- 
in bounds the prevailing idea, that Den- 
mark and Sweden muſt naturally be ene- 
mies; and to withdraw himſelf, by de- 
grees, from any concern in the internal go- 
vernment and factions of that kingdom, 
which had hitherto coft the nation im- 
menſe ſums. He was hkewiſe of opinion | 
that good policy by no means required, 
that France ſhould be treated in ſo cold 
and diſtant a manner as formerly; but 
thought it more wiſe to endeavour to con- 
ciliate the friendſhip of that nation, by a 
more open and unreſerved conduct towards 
her. During the elevation of Struenſee, 
the French and Swediſh Ambaſſadors, 
Marquis de Ploſſet, and Baron Spreng- 
porten, ſhewed him more reſpect than 
thoſe of any other court; and were the on- 
ly foreign miniſters who appeared among 
2 the 
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the number of courtiers who attended his 
' levee. It was an eſtabliſhed maxim with 
him, that the King of Denmark ought 
not to interfere in the internal government 
of any foreign ſtate, excepting in as far 
as the commerce of his ſubjects was con- 
cerned : but that, at the ſame time, no fo- 
reign power ought to be ſuffered to med- 
dle with the domeſtic affairs of Denmark ; 
and that the choice of ambaſſadors em- 
ployed in foreign courts, ought not to be 
guided by a loye of pomp and oſtentation, 
but by abilities, and the. real intereſt of the 
ſtate. Throughout this plan appears ſo 
much penetration, and true wiſdom, that 
no one but an irrecoverably prejudiced. 
mind can poſſibly condemn it. 
The plan formed by this remarkable 
character for the internal government of 
the kingdom, ſeems, however, as far as 
we can judge, not to have ſo nearly arrived 
RE” at 
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at perfection. Many of its features were 
noble, and do honor to the genius that 
imagined it ; but it had likewiſe very con- | 
ſiderable defects. Nor was this to be 
wondered at! The paſſions of the human 
mind had here more ſcope: neither the 
honor of the King, nor the glory of the na- 
tion, were always here concerned; but ſelt- 
intereſt, and ambition, might tempt him 
to ſwerve from the paths of good policy 
and juſtice. . 
The ſituation of Struenſee, in regard to 
his Monarch, was very peculiar. It was 
impoſſible to purſue any mean with him; 
it was neceſſary either entirely to govern 
him, or at once to give up every idea of 
ſucceſs in any rational plan. Advice was 
loſt upon him; and whoever wiſhed him to 
execute any meaſure, mult have had in- 
fluence ſufficient to oblige him to it. In 


order therefore to give energy to the au- 
| thority 
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thority by which he acted, Struenſee had 
formed the following plan : The deciſion 
of the King to be final in every concern 
of his dominions; all buſineſs to be brought 
before him in writing, and his anſwer to 
be returned in the ſame manner ; ſhould it 
be neceſſary to diſcuſs any particular point, 
before a determination could be formed, 
the enquiries to be made, and the further 
propoſals to be given, by the department 
to whoſe immediate inſpection the affair 
might belong; and all buſineſs to be tranſ- 
acted and decided according to rn og 
method and law. | 
One of the firſt and favorite n of 
Struenſee reſpected the reformation of the 
finance department. To this end he de- 
termined to concentrate the control of 
every branch of the revenue in one board 
of finance; to reject every project for its 
increaſe, by any method but œconomy; to 
| G 3 lead 
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Jead its produce from the various chan- 


"nels into which it might be diverted, in- 
to one general head, the treaſury, that the 


Rare of the public receipt and expenditure 
might be ſeen at one view ; to render the 
collection of aſſeſſed taxes more eaſy to 
the fubje& ; to aboliſh payments of taxes 
in kind (a mode which then ſtill exiſted, 
in ſome caſes, but which was liable to in- 
numerable abuſes), and to compound for 
them in money, ſo as to render them more 
productive to the revenue, and leſs bur- 
thenſome to the induſtrious huſbandman; 
to ſtop all contributions of government to- 


wards the fupport of ſuch manufactories, 


or commercial ſchemes, that ſeemed in- 
compatible with the nature of the climate, 


or the circumſtances of the ſtate; to reduce 


the overgrown ſalaries annexed to many 
-appointments ; to aboliſh every unneceſſary 


expence at court; to R 8 ap to the un- 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary building or decoration of the 
royal - palaces ; and finally to appropriate 
a certain ſum annually to each branch 
of expenditure, which ſhould never, with- 
out the moſt urgent neceſſity, be in one 
year exceeded. 

In the adminiſtration of jultion ba had 
Witz projected reforms of very great 
importance. They conſiſted chiefly in re- 
ducing the number of the courts; in eſta- 
bliſhing, as an incontrovertible maxim, 
that in the eye of Jus ricz no difference of 
rank can exiſt, but that high and low, rich 
and poor, are conſidered as fellow citizens 
of the ſame ſtate; in the abolition of all 
fees; and preventing the delay of impend- | 
ing ſuits. The navy he propoſed- to put 
into the beſt poſſible condition; but without 
increaſing: the number of ſhips of. war then 
exiſting. - But, in regard to the army, his 

| G 4 ſchemes 
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ſchemes were bold; and likely to prove dif- 

ficult and dangerous in the execution. 
The great and wide-extended views, 
which we have hitherto diſcovered in the 
plans formed by Struenſee, ſhew- his ca- 
pacity and genius in the moſt” favorable 
light. But in order to become more nearly 
acquainted with a man, whom capricious 
fortune had deſtined to act a part in the 
Daniſh hiſtory as ſplendid, as it was ſnort 
and in the end melancholy, we muſt like- 
wiſe conſider him on his weak ſide, which 
chiefly appeared in a few wrong principles, | 
in regard to the internal government of the 
empire, that were deeply rooted in his 
mind, and which he had found means to 
inſtil into that of the King. I ſhall there- 
fore mention a few inſtances, in which this 
| fide of his character, his private ambition, 
and perſonal views, very plainly appear. 
Struenſee 
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Struenſee endeavoured to convince the 
King, that it was wholly inconſiſtent with 
ſound policy to draw the nobles to court; 
to detain them there by the hopes of mak- 
ing their fortunes, or gaining appoint- 
ments: that while they ſpent their fortunes 
in the extravagance of a large city, the 
provinces were drained of money, and in 
the end the royal treaſury muſt ſuffer. He 
likewiſe tried to perſuade him, that it would 
be ſafer for his own perſon, and for thoſe 
to whom he entruſted the execution of his 
commands, if the nobility lived ſcattered 
up and down the country, employed in 
the management of their eſtates, than 
when they lived in the metropolis in a kind 
of conſpiracy, where, for want of proper 
employment, they wantonly dared to en- 
quire into the meaſures of government. He 
wiſhed to induce the monarch to oblige 
the ſons of noblemen to make their way 

to 
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to poſts of honor and emolument by be- 
ginning at the loweſt ſteps, and riſing 
by merit and affiduity, but not by birth, 
rank, or the intereſt of their relations. . He 
likewiſe intended to aboliſh all reverſio- 
nary grants of places; all privileges of the 
nobles, which infringed upon the natural 
rights of the ſubject ; all ſinecures, and all 
titles to which no employment was an- 
nexed. He would alſo willingly have per- 
ſuaded the Monarch, in filling the dif- 
ferent poſts, to pay no attention to recom- 
mendations of friends, to petitions or me- 
morials, but to rely entirely upon the 
judgment of the Boards in whoſe depart- 
ment the vacancy might happen. Theſe 
deep laid ſchemes, chiefly aiming at the 
privileges of the nobles, ſhew Struenſee to 
have been a man who did not think him- 
ſelf competent to the taſk he had under- 
taken, and who was more able to project 
| than 
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than to execute a good plan. A ſtateſ- 
man never betrays his weakneſs more, than 
in diſcovering a dread of that claſs of his 
fellow citizens, who are the beſt judges of 

the merit of his conduct. In the hands 
of a wiſe monarch or miniſter, the nobi⸗ 
lity ought to be the chief ſupport of the 
ſtate, and not an object of cowardly jea- 
louſy. bl | 
Struenſee inſiſted much, with the King, 
upon the abolition of all ſhow and pom- 
pous pageantry exhibited in the metro- 
polis, and wiſhed to ſee the money, ex- 
pended to feed vanity and oſtentation, ap- 
plied to the encouragement of uſeful arts 
and induſtry. He endeavoured to make 
every regulation of government ſit as eaſy as 
poſſible upon ſtrangers, as well as natives, in 
order to encourage rich foreigners to ſettle 
in the Daniſh dominions. But in regard 
to public morality, his principles were ſuch 
as 
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as could not but prove extremely danger- 
ous in a nation accuſtomed to a ſtrict ſhow 
of outward. decency. He meant to have 
leflened the ſeverity of the laws of police; 
as he thought it militated againſt the na- 
tural freedom of mankind, to confine ſuch 
of their moral actions to rule, as had no 
immediate influence upon the public tran- 
quillity. Such is the opinion of men who 
have not ſufficiently conſidered the im- 
portance of - ſtrict morality to the welfare 
of a nation; whoſe principles are neither 
founded upon reaſon nor religion ; but 
who, under pretence of defending the pri- 
mitive and unalienable rights of mankind, 
open the door to lawleſs diſorder and con- 
fuſion. 

The curſory view that we have taken of 
the ſchemes: and plans of Struenſee, muſt 
have convinced us of their importance, 
and of the danger attending them. It is 
| now 


C44 
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| now time to follow him in their execution, 
The beginning of his operations | was 
ſplendid, but that ſplendor was only a 
flaſh, and then vaniſhed. - A ſeries of 
great errors ſoon rendered his beſt plans 
ineffectual, and ſupplied his enemies with 
the very weapons by which they deſtroy- 
ed him. That ſpecies of genius which 
Struenſee could boaſt, ſeems to contain the 
ſeeds of ruin. Nature had given him much 
underſtanding, and much brighter parts 
than were abſolutely neceſſary to govern 
the Daniſh empire, conſidering the ſmall 
progreſs arts and ſciences had then made. 
He was well acquainted with the human 
heart, and was a maſter in diſſimulation. 
He had every advantage that a thinking 
and vigorous mind could derive from an 
excellent theory; but he wanted that 
knowledge which can only be acquired 
by Jong experience, and frequent diſap- 

pointments. 
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pointments. A good theoriſt may form 
the beſt plan; but the man of experience 
alone can determine whether the place, 
the time, the circumſtances, the perſons 
concerned, render its execution proper or 
. practicable. Struenſee was undoubtedly 

in the ſituation of the former. But his 
elevation was one of thoſe miracles of for- 
tune, that raiſed him too rapidly to the 
higheſt pitch of power, to leave him time 
to prepare his mind for a proper uſe of it ; 
and the path which almoſt every other tra- 
yeller finds rough, troubleſome, and full 
of danger, ſmoothly led him to the utmoſt 
fummit of his ambition. Struenſee more- 
over ſhewed, in moſt of his actions, that he 
had never properly conſidered the power 
of prejudice over the human mind; a power 
that frequently renders the moſt trilling 
ſchemes of innovation abortive, eſpecially 
if a whole nation is concerned in their exe- 
cution. 
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cution. He had never conſidered; that there 
are prejudices which may be eaſily remov- 
ed; others that cannot be deſtroyed, but by 
the moſt gentle, prudent, and perſevering 
meaſures; and others which are fo inter- 
woven with the very exiſtence of a people, 
and which are become ſo ſacred by long 
and habitual prevalence, that, without the 
greateſt danger, they dare not even be 
touched. His inexperience, and his too 
aſpiring ambition, proved the ſources of 
all his misfortunes. He had the beſt po- 
litical theory, but wanted the experience 

neceſſary to reduce it to practice. 
The firſt meaſure undertaken by Struen- 
ſee, after having ſucceeded in his great 
project of placing the whole regal power 
in his own and the Queen's hands, was 
to reform the ſyſtem of finance. The ne- 
ceſſity of introducing œconomy into the 
expences of the court, and of the ſtate in 
: "7 general, 
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general, was of the moſt preſſing nature; 
and the ſteps taken to attain this end, were 
not only boldly but wiſely planned. The 
ſalaries of almoſt all the officers of the 
court underwent a change; moſt of the 
penſions were curtailed, and many entirely 
taken away. The Chief Mareſhal of the 
court, Count Frederic MoLTxe, ſome La- 
dies of the Bedchamber, and many Pages, 
were diſmiſſed. The number of royal 
footmen and grooms was leſſened. The 
clerks of the public offices loſt their fees, 
which were ordered to be paid in future 
into the, treafury. The Boards of Admi- 
ralty, Finance, Cuſtoms, and Commerce, 
were aboliſhed, and one Board formed for 

the management of all theſe departments. 
By an order of the Cabinet, dated April 
3d, 177 1, the Chief Magiſtrate of the city 
of Copenhagen was depoſed, and the go- 


vernment entruſted to two burgomaſters ; 
the 


* 
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the city council, conſiſting of thirty-two 
members, was likewiſe aboliſhed ; the privi- 
leges of the foreign ambaſſadors were con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed ; and the horſe guards 
were diſcharged. This corps conſiſted of 
three hundred of the moſt handſome men 
in the army. Their officers were afterwards 
diſtributed among the other regiments: 
but the privates, poſitively refuſiſig to ſerve 
in any other corps, remained without em- 
ployment; and three hundred dragoons 
were ſubſtituted in their room, as body 
guards. The number of horſes kept in 
the royal ſtuds was reduced to one hun- 
dred; and the reſt, being afterwards ſold, ; 
produced no more than the ſum of wy; 
dollars. [2 75 
20 Tbe PRs of cncgle 3 «< 2 

velihood, by ſo. many and ſuch extenſive 
reforms, was very conſiderable. ' Such 


meaſures are always peculiarly cruel to 
H _ ſome 
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ſome particular claſs of men: and the fate 
of à natien is very hard indeed, when the 
advantage of the whole community muſt 


be purchaſed by the ruin of individuals. 


An unexpected misfortune added conſider- 


ably to the diſtreſs occaſioned by theſe re- 


forms. A very ſevere and long continued 


froſt cauſed a dreadful ſcarcity throughout 


the kingdom; the coaſt was every where 
ſhut up with ice, and the importation of 
proviſions entirely cut off. Nothing was 
heard but the cries of diſtreſs and de- 
ſpair; and the moſt horrid ſcenes of miſery 
every where . theraſelves to * 
rien 

In Ae wretched 8 the whats 
were unexpectedly cheered by a moſt glo- 


rious event, the effects of which were not 


only confined to the peaſant and huſband- 
man, but ſpread life and vigor through 
W . By an order of go- 


ws bs + a . 6 vernment, 
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vernment, the ſervices due from the pea- 
ſants/to the lords, that heavy load which 
had bitherto clogged the induſtry of the 
moſt uſeful dlaſs-of citizens, were almoſt 
entirely aboliſhed. The; peaſants received. 
the portions of ground, hitherto allotted to 
them for their ſupport at the pleaſure of | 
their lords, upon better tenures; and their 
ſeryices were reſtricted within moderate, 
bounds. Theſe ſalutary regulations. were 
firſt introduced: in the royal domains, and 
afterwards, extended to the territories, of, 
ſome lords. The meaſures taken to enforce, 
the new, ſyſtem. were carried on with ſo 
much moderation, and With, ſo equitable A, 
view to the rights of the lords, and the caſe. 
of the ſubjects, that many of the peaſants, 
who were under the dominion of Kind and 
»The peaſants in Denmatk were befote this petiod' 
in a ſituation little ſyperiot'to that of abſolote Navery. , 


In many of the northern parts of Europe * r of 
mien are Rill lictle better thi lavek. | al 


H 2 humane 
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humane Malers returned the liberty of- 
fered them to their lords, and left them- 


ſelves once more at their diſpoſal, ready 


to receive from them ſuch terms as be- 


nevolence and humanity would dictate. 


Others, who had met with worſe treatment, 


felt themſelves happy in the protection of- 


fered them by the new law, and acetpted 
with ecſtaſy a freedom hitherto unknown 


VU RY; 4 


to them. 8 
The peafits\hrowghvti Denmark look- 


ed upon this event às a happy omen of a 
total emancipation from ſlavery: and Stru- 


7 


enſee certainly in intended to complete the 
work he had ſo humanely begun, had not 


the oppoſition of many of the lords pre- 


vented it at that tirrie. The fame of the 
noble undertaking was ſoon ſpread far and 
near. In foreign countries it received the 


moſt decided applauſe ; as the great ad- 
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vantage accruing to the ſtate in general 
appeared, 
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appeared, without the particular difficulties 
or inconveniencies attending its operation. 


In all great and brilliant projects, fingle 


advantages to be derived from them make 
a deeper impreſſion upon the mind, than 
the obſtacles which may hinder” their exe- 
cution: and the fame of Struenſee was 


. 


therefore firmly” cltabliſied by this bold 8 


| meaſure. / | 
Soon after Strocaſesi had 640 to put 
his deſigns into execution, he found him- 


ſelf under the neceſſity of requeſting the 


King to diſmiſs from his ſervice; his pri- 
vate ſecretary Sc hv ,n Who Was 
accordingly diſcharged; This aſtoniſſied 


every one: loud complaints were made 


againſt the injuſtice. of the meaſure, and 
theſe complaints were to all appearance 
well founded; for Schumacher was gene- 


rally acknowledged to poſſeſs, ſtrict inte- 
Sit, great talents, and uncommon me- 
13510 H 3. rit: | 
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Tit: he was alſo a man of a meek and 
quiet temper, and ſeemed very well con- 
tented with his ſituation. Nobody could 
therefore comprehend the reaſons that could 
Induce Struenſee to deprive him of his ſitu- 
ation; and the real cauſe of his diſgrace 
was not known till 'a conſiderable time 
after the Revolution. But the eircum- 
ſtances were ſuch, that he could not, with 
ſafety to himſelf, act otherwiſe than he did. 
We have already ſeen, that the com- 
mencement of 'Struenſee's power, teemed 
Vik important and dangerous projects. All 
the neceſſary orders were drawn up in the 
King's own cabinet, and from thence im- 
mediately ſent to the different departments 
= to whom their execution was committed. 
0 | Tri order to prevent any remonſtrances or 
= oppoſition" that might ariſe, he endea 
1 : voured to keep his deſigns 4 profound ſe- 
= eret, till the moment "whey" were publicly 
5 ordered 
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ordered to be cartied into effect. But not- 
withſtanding every preeaution uſtd for this 
purpoſe, lie for ſome time after found 
himſelf di appointed; but the culprit Was 
ſoon diſcovered. Ar clerk belonging tb 
Schumacher's department, in hom he 
placed an unlimited confidence, and to 
whom he left the tranſaction of the greateſt 
patt of his buſineſs, had always betrayed 
his truſt; he was therefore puniſhed; and 
diſcharged' from his fervice. The blame 
of this tranſaction fel} upon Schurachet. 
He was either overloaden with buſinefs, or 
did not poſſeſs that laborious aſſiduity ne- 
ceſſary to the management of the multi- 
plicity of affairs that belonged to his de- 
partment; he was therefore diſmiſſed, and 
ordered to deliver alt his papers into the 
hands of Struenſee, / 0401 00-, 
The recat of Count St. Germain from 
his u and obſcure retreat at Wornis, 
E2419591 H 4 | Was 
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was alſo part of Struenſee's plan of œco- 


nomy. It was generally believed, that he 


. 


would be promoted to preſide over the 


War Department, in order to counter- 
balance the preponderating influence of 
Count Ranzau. But Struenſee had a very 


different object in view. Count St. Germain 
had, upon his diſmiſſion from the Daniſh. 
ſervice, obtained a penſion of 7000 dol- 
lars per annum, with the liberty of ſpend- 
ing it wherever he pleaſed. He had even 
leave e enter into the ſervice of any other 
ſtate, on condition of his returning to Den- 
mark whenever he ſhould be wanted; and 
Struenſee was now induced to recal him, 


by the hopes that, rather than return, he 


would be content to give up part of his 
penſion. In this he was diſappointed ;.and 
Count St. Germain, who had then no ex- 
pectation from any other quarter, arrived 
at Copenhagen. He was very graciouſly 
517 S received 


4 


' "COUNTS STRUENSEE 'AND /BRANDT." 105 


received at court, but not employed: and, 
in order to recover that importance which 
he ſeemed to have loſt, he paid che moſt 
aſſiduous court to the reigning favorite; 
and was, of all the Knights of the Ordet | 
of the Elephant *, the only one who ſtoop- 
ed to a him ma OR degree et 
reſpect. nn DOS 90D frac 
Several __ occurred about ets time 
at court, that are neceſſary to complete 
the picture of the memorable ſcenes Wick 
we are now delineating. The anniver- 
fary of his Majeſty's birth-day was cle“ 
brated by the inſtitution of the Order 
Matilda, with which none but the moſt 
faithful adherents of the court party were 
then honored. Upon this 6ccaſion Baron 
Schimmelmann 8 a very gr abut TO bo 


| * Thoſe, who. are honored by. wearing 4 Order 2 
of the ente a: are held 1 in me in * 1 
eſteem. ö 
6 87 his 
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his own houſe; at which the Queen, accom- 

panied by her uſual ſuite, condeſcended 
to be preſent. Adjutant General FaLRRN- 
SCHIOLD, a zealous admirer of Struenſee, 


obtained the command. of the Body Guards. 
. - As foon as the weather permitted, .the 
court removed to the palace at Hirſch- 
holm. Count Brandt, and M. Berger Phy- 
fician to the King, were appointed to ac- 
company the King in all his motions, and 
to keep every ſuſpected perſon at a diſ- 
tance. The young monarch grew leſs and 
leſs attentive to the dignity of his cha- 
racter; his mind found entertainment in 
amuſements infinitely below his rank; he 
Was totally unconcerned about the affairs 
of the court, or of the ſtate ; and his powers 
of underſtanding ſeemed to become daily 

WEAKEST. 
The chief companions of the Gen 
vere Ladies Göhler and Schimmelmann, 
Madame 
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Midine Von Baben, General-Gltder;-aait 


Colonel Falkenſchiold. The happy hours 
of Struenſoe were divided between the bu- 
| Aneſs of the ſtate, the company of the 
Queen, and the education of the Prince of 
Denmark. He had invited his elder bro- 
ther, Profeſſor of Geometry in the Pruſſian 
Military Academy at Liegnitz, a man of 
talents, and who had acquired ſome fame 
by an excellent work upon fortification, 
to Copenhagen, and gave him a ſeat at the 
Board of Finance. His youngeſt brother 


was likewiſe, by his intereſt, en to 


men T DL BIA 29 4 
But the moſt important event win 
about that time happened, was, that the 


Queen of Denmark, on the yth of July, 
was delivered of a daughter. Struen- 


ſee and Berger attended her upon the oc- 
caſion, and after her delivery no other 


n approached her. This circum- 


ſtance 
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ſtance afforded new matter to the dealers 
in fcandal; and the ſecret rumours, which 
had ſor ſome time found great credit among 
all ranks of men, were revived. Theſe 
reports had become the more dangerous, 
as it was well known that they frequently 
furniſhed converſation at Friedenſburg, 
where the Queen Dowager and her ſon | 
Frederic held their court. In the hands 
of Juliana theſe rumours loſt the quality 
of unmeaning/ jeſts that are laughed at 
and forgotten, and became dangerous wea- 
pos; they were heard and encouraged by 
perſons who had the power, and probably 
the wiſh, to employ them to the total de- 
ſtruction of the reigning party, and upon 
which the moſt formidable meaſures might 
be founded. Happy had it been for the 
Queen: had ſhe conſidered this, and regu- 
lated her conduct accordingly: But 'ſhe 
had ſtill other cauſes of uncaſineſs. Among 


95: | her 
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her own ſervants, among the ladies en- 


gaged about her perſon, ſhe heard things, 


and perceived hints, that raiſed her ſu- 
ſpicions; and ſhe had every reaſon, to fear 
that the ſecret of her heart had been diſ- 
covered. She trembled at the very idea; 
the dared not even truſt her own- tongue; 
and found herſelf unable to keep; her an- 
xiety to herſelf. She feared that her be- 


havior. might betray her embarraſſment, 
and be conſtrued; to her diſadvantage. 


She longed therefore to find a friend 
into whoſe boſom ſhe could pour her 
cares, and whoſe; tenderneſs might aſſiſt 


her in hiding her diſtreſs from the, reſt, 
of the world. She looked about among 
thoſe neareſt to her, and believed ſhe had 
at laſt found a friend, who would not be 


tray her confidence, in Madame Von Eu- 


ben, a lady belonging to her ſuite. To 
her ſhe opened her. heart, with, all the 


warm 
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warm and artlefs enthuſiaſm of a feeling 
and diſtreſſed mind. and with the anxiety 
of one-who trembles for the ſafety of a be- 
loved object. She ſtrongly expreſſed the 
diſſatisfaction ſhe felt at the many am- 
biguous and pointed converſations ſhe 
heard, and at the freedom taken with her 
character: ſne mentioned her dread of the 
conſequences; and entreated her to lend 
the aſſiſtance of her friendſhip in ſupport- 
ing her fortitude upon the occaſion. Ma- 
dame Von Euben liſtened to her with the 
utmoſt ſympathy, endeavoured to comfort 
her amiable and condeſcending miſtreſs, 
and vowed to her rae TO and 
fidelity. IF | | 

WEN had in the mean time heard of 
the uneaſineſs which prevailed at Hirſch- 


holm : ſhe however dif; guiſed her ſentiments 
upon the occaſion; and granted, apparently 

with ivy en requeſt of theQueen, 
| god 


„ xii 

in aſſiſting at the baptiſm of the young Prin- 
ceſs. This, in ſome meafure, allayed the 
apprehenſions of the young Queen, but did 
not entirely remove them. She opened her 


mind therefore to Struenſee, who agreed to 


her ſentiments with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion, 
regulated his conduct according to the 
eircumſtances, and for ſome time avoided, 
as much as poſſible, the company of che 
Queen. But this diſtant behavior ceafed 
on both ſides with the reports that had oc- 
caſioned it. Malice grew tired, and was 
ſilent; prudence was no longer kept awake 
by pointed ſuſpicion ; and their ſentiments 
were again at liberty to guide their ations; 
During theſe tranſactions the new Eng- 
liſh Ambaſſador, Mr. Keith, arrived at 
Copenhagen. | 
Me are now. come to chat 1 


prin, when the ambition of Struenſet 
broke 
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broke through the bounds of prudence, 
and led him into his firſt great error. His 
happineſs ſeemed to be complete; but he 
grew tired of ſo undiſturbed, and, as he 
thought, ſo obſcure an enjoyment; and 
raſhly quitting the humble but ſafe pro- 
tection of a rank which he had raiſed above 
infult; he mounted to one much more ele- 
vated, but at the ſame time expoſed to 
the arrows of envy, hatred, and revenge. 

Hitherto he had alone guided the helm 
of the Daniſh government, and had done 


it with wiſdom. and honor“ But his am- 


bition to become ſtill greater, by the poſ- 
feffion of a title, ſhewed that he judged 
wrong in regard to his true greatneſs. 
Struenſee was accordingly raiſed to the 
rank of nobility, and obtained the title 
of Count; a title which he, at the ſame 
a procured for his friend M. Von 
N AY | | Brandt. 


— 
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Brandt“. But his ambickbatiegd! not yet 
ſatisfied. He wiſhed for a title that ſhould 
properly expreſs the elevated poſt he held; 
and none of the titles then in uſe, ſeemed to 
him ſufficiently dignified for this: purpoſe: 
he therefore invented a new one ſor the 
occaſion; and, by an order of the Cabinet, 
dated June 14th, he Was created SECRET. 
MiNISTER OF THE Canmer f. The extra- 
ordinary power with which he was at the 
ſame time veſted „Was equally nem with 
his title. He e dee to commit 
to Paper a al verbal commands of the King, 

in n his own words; and. to ſend them, ſealed 17 


+8 Brandt had hitherto been 4 Hoblemad of hel | 
rank, without any other title but the word wor prefixed 
to his name, a word which is equivalent to the French 
4. 1 he ſecond rank of nobles is that of the Barons, | 
F reiberru. Ihe Counts; Grafrs (of which there are 


ſeveral ; claſſes — as Margraf, Landgraf, Burggraf, 
| Rheingraf, as are the higheſt. in rank under a 


w » 


Dong V een St it „ BASED: e 
4 only 


\ 


* $1001047ION or THE HISTORY or 


only wh the Privy Seal, even without the 
' King's ſignature, to the different Boards 
for-execution : and theſe received, the day 
Mon to obey them in every 
_ reſpett; ; unleſs they were contrary to any 
royal mandate already in force, in which 
Caſe the department was directed to refer 
the decifion back to the Cabinet. The 
Public Boards wete likewiſe prohjbired 
from communicating any orders to one 
another; and Struenſee was appointed to 
teceive all repreſentations from the dif- 
ferent departments, and to give fuch or- 
ders as were in conſequence neceffaty. He 
Vas directed to lay, once a week, before the 
n for his approbation, all ſuch or- 
ders of the Cabinet, 25 he had rhought pro- 
þ ine, by which they became-equally 
_vald With thoſe tegularly ligned by the 
King himſelf, Theſe ' meaſures were in 
+6 higheſt degree 9 both in the 

. . 


"- 
% 
2 


VOVATESPRUINGEE. axy Ass. . was N 


| King and in che Miniſter. The. vk „ 
mind of the Monarch might eaſily be et . 4 
into ay error; but it is/almeſt '4tpoſ= — 
Abbie to account bor the intztustteh bf Men 
ſtateſman. The whole ſeerer of the Roy 
| Cabiner was thereby betrayed, not only in 
the moſt unneceſſary, but in the moſt in- 
delicate manner; without adding iti the 
leaſt to the dignity, the fame, or the power 
of tie Miniſter; It was a meaſure the moſt 
degrading do the royal authority; and ut 
the ſame time "the moſt dangervus to he 
rights of "the community; which, though ' . 
with jevplick confidence it may have If 
truſted its privileges; imo the hands f ui If 
individual, never dught to bear even the - If 
idea of cheir being arbitrarily transfer | 
into, and perhaps abuſed by, the Han¹t of I 
mother. The character er of Struenſee c could 2 
not but loſe ' infinitely in the” opinion e iu 
5 2 mar man. But infatuation; 5 | 
Bi git K-24 oY 
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pag prudeuce and raſnhneſs had 
taken the place of ſound policy. 


Another error of equal magnitude fol- 
lowed cloſe upon the former. Struenſee 


reſolved to render his name as famous 


throughout Europe, as it was celebrated in 


Denmark; and he thought nothing more 
likely to effeck his purpoſe, than the li- 
berty of the preſs. - He was led into this 
error by the falſe glare of theoretical prin- 
ciples, the danger of - which he had never 
conſidered, when imprudently reduced to 
practice. He looked forward to the ra- 
pid progreſs of knowledge, the revival of 
learning, the encouragement of genius, and 
the improvement of the whole nation, 
which were to be effected by this meaſure: 


he prided himſelf, in idea, upon the fame 
that would reſult to himſelf, as the author 


of theſe wonders, and thought his name 


WR immortalized. Shallow obſervers 


6 1] judged 
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Judged in the ſame manner: they were 
aſtoniſhed to ſee liberty ſpring up, and 
grow, under the protection of deſpotiſm. 
The, new law and its author were exalted 
beyond the powers of expreſſion: and Stru- 
enſee became in their eyes the guardian 
angel of the Daniſh ſtate. How much 
happier had he been, had he - contented. 
himſelf with an humbler praiſe, and had 
been ſatisfied to have ſacrificed the vanity 
of popular applauſe to his real intereſt. I 
do not mean here to enter into a difcuſſion 
of the good or evil reſulting from the li- 
berty of the preſs. I think it dangerous at 
any time, and in any country; and as man: 
lind improves, it becomes Jeſs neceſſary: The 
buman mind muſt always be more ſucceſsfully 
cultivated by a gradual and wiſely reftrained 
communication of knowledge, than by à too far 
and raſhly extended enlargement of enquiry; 

end reaſon, aſſiſted by experience, muſt in time 
I 3 neceſ- 


1 
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1 iin opinion, religion, 8 morality, an good 


* 
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policy, fo whom alone belongs the deeifion upon 
the merit or demerit of buman-a&ions, will, 
upon this fubjef, be eternally at variance 
with modern philoſophy. At preſent I merely 
conſider the liberty of the preſs, in reference 
to the ſituation. of the ſtate of the court of 
Denmark, and of Struenſee, at the time 


, when he granted it in its fulleſt extent. 


Ide crifis in which the ſtate; the court, 


2 the miniſter chen were, muſt be ſuf- 


ficiently evident from what 1 have already 
ſad, and, at that moment, Struenſee gave 
every one leaye freely to ſpeak bis mind 
upon what had happened. Who could be 


more expoſed to danger, from this mea- 


ſure, than the author of the ferment, which 
had hardly begun to ſubſide ? He could 


not at that time reaſonably with, that the 


. ſhould man enquire into the 
| 8 1 nature | 
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nature of his authority, or into the ſeeret 

tendency of his deſigns. He expoſed there: 

buy his power to attacks, the conſequences + 
_ of which could not be foreſeen. -. He did "2M 

not recollect, that the different claſſes of 

ſubjects are connected by the cloſeſt ties; 

and that the motions. of the loweſt muſt 

have their effects upon the ſuperior. He did 

not confider how many enemies he might 
Taiſe from the ſilence that had litherto 
rendered them | innoxious ; he knew that 
their numbers were already ſo conſiderable, 
that he had no reaſon to expect any fear or 
moderation in their attacks; and he ought. 
to have foreſeen, that he would be driven 
to the neceſſity either of ſpeedily repealing 

| the new law, of acknowledging his errors, 
or of defying the public cenſure; thereby 
increaſing the number of his enemies, and 

putting the very weapons into their hands, 

ith which they would affail- hi! 

Bs Stryenſce., 
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Sttuenſee ſoon felt the diſagreeable con- 
ſequences of his imprudence. Every day 
produced new ſatires and lampoons againſt 
him; but he pretended to deſpife them, 
and took no ſteps to diſcover the authors. 
This was another error, almoſt as dange- 
rous as the former, and it had the moſt per- 
nicious effects. The enemies of Struenſee, 
finding that they might attack him with 
zimpunity, loaded the preſs with new and 
bitterer philippics and lampoons, and 
vented their long repreſſed malice in the 
moſt virulent terms. Their audacity ſpar- 
ed not even Majeſty itſelf, the King and 
Queen were attacked with as much vio- 
lence as the miniſter, and the degraded 
dignity of the monarch' became an object 
of the contempt and ridicule of his ſubjects. 
The evil was' now grown 'to ſuch a height, 
that the moſt expeditious and vigorous 
meaſures became neceſſary to cruſh it. 


Heavy 
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Heavy penalties were denounced - againſt 
the authors of the libels upon government, 
and the moſt effectual meaſures taken to 
diſcover them. This had an inſtantane- 
ous effect; every thing was huſhed into 
its former tranquillity ; and the moſt per- 
fe& calm ſuceeeded this dreadful ſtorm. 
But the remedy came now too late: the 
minds of men were too much incenſed 
againſt Struenſee to be eaſily appeaſed; and 
the curioſity of the public had been too 
ſtrongly excited, and too well gratified, 
to ſuffer the actions of Struenſee to paſs 
unnoticed as before. His warmeſt admi- 
rers cooled, and his moſt faithful adhe- 
rents were ſhaken and become ſuſpicious: 
the people were accuſtomed to treat his 
name and power with contempt: and all. 
this contributed to render his ſituation. 
precarious, The torrent of prejudice was 


now - againſt him; and the whole ſtrength: 
of 
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of his mind became neceſſary to ſupport 


him at the juncture in which it e to 


forſake him. 


A dangerous circumſtance, which hap- 
pened about the end of September, too 
plainly betrayed his want of firmneſs. A 
body of three hundred feamen had been 
raiſed in Norway, and brought to Copen- 
hagen, in order to man a fleet deſtined 
for an expedition againſt the republic of 


Algiers. According to an old eſtabliſhed 


cuſtom in the Daniſh ſervice, 'the pay of a 
ſeaman commences only from the day he 
is put on board his ſhip. The Norwe- 
gians had been in Copenhagen for the 


ſpace of fix weeks, without receiving any 
ſupport from the admiralty. Being thus 
deſtitute of employment and pay, they 
vere reduced to the moſt diſtreſſing want 
of the common neceſſaries of liſe; but 
neither their miſery, their complaints, nor 
their 
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their loud remonſtrances could procure 
them relief, They ſaw at laft that nothing 
but 2 violent effort could fave them: they | 
| ſwore fidelity to one another, and ſent a 
large party. to Hirſchholm, where the court 


7 then refided, bound by a ſolemn oath, ne- 


ver to return without redreſs or revenge. 
The confpirators left the capital in a me- 
nacing manner, and none dared to detain 
them. The report of their mutiny had 
6 already reached Hirſchholm, before they 
arrived. The King was then abſent, upon 
a hunting party with the Queen: a general 
officer received the matecontents, and en- 
quired into their buſineſs. We defire 
< to ſee our Father” (an appellation always 
given by the Norwegians to the King), 
was their unanimous cry; © he muſt hear 
te and aſſiſt us.” A body of dragoons | 
were then immediately ordered out: but 
their appearance, which ſeemed to threaten 
deſtruc- 
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deſtruction, not to promiſe relief, incenſed 
the ſailors ſtill more; they took to their 
o arms, and ſeemed fully reſolved bravely to 
repel force by force. The commanding 
officer however ſpoke to them in an affable, 
though determined manner; and having at 
length in ſome degree appeaſed them, he pre- 
vailed upon them to ſtate their grievances. 
This they did in conciſe and bold terms. 
He anſwered with mildneſs, ſolemnly pro- 
miſed them redreſs, and perſuaded them 
to return peaceably to town. His pro- 
miſe was immediately fulfilled by govern- 
ment, and peace and order reſtored among 
them. The conduct of Struenſee in this 
affair would have deſerved applauſe, had 
he, after having wiſely prevailed upon the 
King to ſhew this proof of his goodneſs, 
induced him to act with dignity and juſ- © 
tice afterwards. There could be no doubt 
of the guilt of the ſailors, although the 

ſeverity 
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ſeverity of the law might plead their ex- 
cuſe. Had they been earneſtly reprimanded, 
relieved, and the law rendered leſs op- 
preſſive, neither the dignity nor the mercy 
of the monarch would have ſuffered: but 
the miniſter acted upon different princi- 
ples. The law was permitted to remain 
in force; and Admiral Rhumor, who in 
fact had only ſtrictly adhered to it, was 
puniſhed by the loſs of his command. 
This meaſure was as imprudent as it 
was unjuſt. The ſeamen, concluding that 
their conduct was countenanced by govern- 
ment, began to behave in the moſt inſo- 
lent manner to their officers. Several cir- 
eumſtances told them that the King dared 
not to puniſh them; and this inſpired their 
ringleaders with new courage. They con- 
ſpired together, and formed themſelves in- 
to bodies; the works carried on in the dock 
yards were neglected; they committed the 
9784340 „ nan 
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moff wanton outrages ; demanded, in the 
moſt determined tone, an increaſe of their 


pay; and ſeemed ripe for ſerious rebellion, 


All this cauſed the utmoſt conſternation ar 
court. The Queen and Struenſce feared 


left the fire might ſpread wider, and ap- 
prehended every thing from its. increaſe, 
They therefore determined, as an effec- 
tual means of quenching it, to divert the 
attention of the malecontents, by diffi- 


pating their minds in a moſt uncommon 


ſcene of pleaſure, It was reſolved to give 
a grand fete to the failors ; and this very 


extraordinary feſtival, conſidering the cir- 


cumſtances that gave it birth, was really 
celebrated at Frederickſburg, in the moſt 
fumptuous and expenfive manner. With 


wild and boiſterous pleaſure the ſons of 


Neprune enjoyed what had been - pro- 
vided for them, and returned home much 
better ſatisfied with their condition than 

| before. 
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before. But Struenſee had not wholly 
quelled diſſatisfaction by this meaſure: 


the nobility and many of the-citizens-hadl 
been ſpectators of this mad ſcene, and from 


it had drawn concluſions the moſt unfa- 
vorable to the miniſter. It was now evi- 
dent, that he was not a ſtranger to fear. 

This was an important diſcovery to 
ſuch as had ſworn his deſtruction; and it 
gave new vigor to thoſe whom the feat 


of his great power had hitherto kept in 


_ awe, Hope began again to revive at Frie- 

denfburg; and his ruin, together with that 
of the Princes who fo powerfully: ſup- 
ported him, was ſeriouſly though ſecretly 
planned. The Queen Dowager Juliana, 
and her ſon Prince Frederic, who was en- 
tirely governed by her, proceeded herein 
with great caution. They clearly foreſaw 
that one fingle miſtake, one imprudent 
ſtep, might render all their ſchemes abor- 


tive. 
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dive. They ventured therefore at firſt no 


more than to encourage, as much as poſ- 
ſible, the hatred of the people againſt the 


- young Queen and Struenſee; to try to ob- 


tain their confidence; to ſecure as many 


partizans as they could; and to pacify 
ſuch as ſeemed moſt inclined to oppoſe 


chem. They did not open their mind to 
anyg but endeavoured to diſcover, among 
choſe that were diſſatisfied with the ruling 


powers, ſuch as might be: ſafely truſted, 


and were moſt likely to prove uſeful. Ju- 
liana had in ſome degree already ſounded 
the inclinations of old Count Thott, Count 
Often, and Count Ranzau-Aſchberg. She 
thought ſne had nothing to fear from the 
firſt ; although his age, his character, and 
che peace and ſatisfaction he ſeemed to en- 
joy in his retirement from the buſtle of the 


court, gave ber little reaſon to hope that 


be would afford her any aſſiſtance. Count 
2711 Oſten 
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Often was already very much diſſatisfied 


with Struenſee; he had twice ſolicited his 
diſmiſſion, and it had been as often refuſed 
him. Juliana had endeavoured to foment 
theſe diſaffected ſentiments in his mind; 


and, as ſhe believed, not without ſucceſs. 


She feared him too much, to be eaſy while 
ſhe ſuppoſed him her enemy; but at the 


ſame time knew him too well, to truſt any 


thing of importance to him. But, of theſe 
three men, Juliana wiſhed moſt to gain 
Count Ranzau over to her intereſt. She 
knew his great love of adventure * and, 


deceived by his oſtentatious and boaſting 


manner, ſhe gave him credit for courage 
and reſolution. The fall of Bernſtorf, and 
the ſudden elevation of Struenſee and of 
the Queen's party, had already given a 
proof of what might be expected from 
him ; but an unconquerable pride, a mind 


conſtantly changing, the moſt impudent 


3 aaſſurance, 
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aſſurance, and a ſtrange mixture of hetero- 
geneous features in his character, created in 
Juliana ſame diſtruſt. - Although he was in 
the higheſt degree exaſperated againſt the 
party he formerly ſo ſucceſsfully ſupported, 
he was, notwithſtanding, ſuſpected of de- 
ſigns as incompatible with the ambition 
of Juliana and Prince Frederic, as they 
were with the overgrown power of Stru- 
enſee. She therefore only flattered him at 
preſent, and had the pleaſure to find that | 
he grew every day more diſſatisfied with the 

affairs and conduct of the reigning party. 
It was impoſſible to carry on theſe mea- 
fures with ſo much ſecrecy, that nothing 
of them ſhould tranſpire. But notwith- 
ſtanding the rumours which were ſpread 
were vague and undetermined, they ope- 
rated powerfully on the mind of Struenſee. 
He had not yet recovered from the panic, 
into which the dangerous ferment, occa- 
foned 
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ſioned by the mutiny of the ſeamen, had 
thrown him; and his fears had been in- 
creaſed by a groundleſs report of an at- 
tempt intended to be made againſt his 
life. Formerly his reſolution was never 
known to forſake him, excepting in the 
moment when he was engaged in the exe- 
eution of a great and arduous deſign; but 
the leaſt glimpſe of. ſucceſs would recal his 
courage, and ſtrengthen him to proceed 
to a new undertaking. But - his. ſpirit 
ſeemed now entirely broken, and he ap- 
peared- incapable. of bearing the load of 
anxiety and apprehenſion which preſſed 
upon him. He threw himſelf at the feet 
of the Queen, thanked her for her gra- 
cious protection hitherto, expreſſed his 
diſtreſs and fears in the moſt moving 
terms, and earneſtly entreated her to grant 
him leave to quit a court and a country, 
in which he was ſurrounded by his ſworn 

| K 2 enemies, 


* 
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enemies, and in which he had become an 
object of general hatred. He confeſſed 
that he was unequal to the taſk of ſerving 
the ſtate in the preſent critical juncture; 
and that he could expect nothing from 
any quarter but inevitable ruin. He ex- 
patiated upon the danger that would even 
accrue to her Majeſty, -if, in the preſent 
ſituation of affairs, ſhe ſhould oblige him 
to remain at court, and attempt to defend 


him againſt the growing power of his 


enemies. He repreſented to her, in the 


moſt forcible terms, that if, by any un- 


foreſeen accident, her numerous enemies 
ſhould find means to gratify their revenge, 
ſhe could expect no aſſiſtance from the 


King, but muſt inevitably fall a victim 


to their implacable reſentment.— Bur the 
Queen rejected his propoſals with as much 
warmth as he had made them: new ob- 
jections, on his part, oppoſed her moſt 

| i | urgent 
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urgent entreaties.: and the victory was 
doubtful, when an unexpected turn on 
her part obliged him to give way, and de- 
clared it in her favour, © Stay, Struenſee,' 
ſaid the Princeſs, with dignity, © or you 
« will force me to a ſtep, by which either 
« my ruin, or my happineſs, will. for ever 
«© he decided.” Struenſee was alarmed ; 
he knew her courage, trembled; and ſub- 
mitted his conduct and opinion to her di · 
rection. She then obliged him to ſwear, 
that he never again would make ſuch a 
propoſal, 5 0 % ads ad 
Queen Juliana, to whom every trifling 
occurrence, every hew turn which affairs 
were likely to take, was of the utmoſt im- 
portance, obſeryed, with the moſt un- 
wearied attention, every motion of the 
court at Hirſchholm; and neglected no 
means by which ſhe could procure circum- 
ſtantial and authentic information of what 

K 3 | paſſed 
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paſſed there. Every thing ſhe heard! add 
ed ſtrength to the hopes of ſucceſs, with 
which the unexpected turn of affairs had 
inſpired her. The corps of three hundred 
dragoons, under command of Chevalier 
Von Numſen, which had been ſubſtituted 
in the room of the horſe guards, was 
called into ſervice; and numerous centi- 
nels guarded every avenue of the palace. 
This was a matter of new ſurprize to the 
Danes; they were unaccuſtomed to ſee 
their monarch ſo ſtrongly guarded againſt 
his ſubjects. When the court came from 
the country into the city, it was kept a 
profound ' fecret at which gate the King 


meant to enter, till the moment he ar- 


rived. The Norwegian failors were hur- 
ried back to their own- country. In re- 
gard to foreign politics, Struenſee ſeemed 
now to purſue ſuch meaſures as were moſt 
Ty" to procure him the favour of the 

Court 
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Court of Ruſſia. At home lie became ti- 
mid and irreſolute: he was obſerved to 
_ deſiſt from new regulations he had be- 
| gun ; to continue perſons in their w_ 75 
whom he had threatened to diſmiſs ; 
ſoften the language of his decrees ; 1 
court men he had before deſpiſed; to flat- 
ter thoſe whom he feared; and to deſcend 
to the moſt trifling methods of gaining 
the favour and good opinion of the citi- | 
Zens of Copenhagen : till at laſt he ſeemed 
to have loft all the popularity and reſpe& | 
he before enjoyed; and the royal authority 
_ dwindled, in his hands, into contempt. | | 
But notwithſtanding this confuſed 15d 
irreſolute ſtare of his mind, he flattered 
himſelf that his own power would ſo long 
continue ſafe, and baffle every deſign of 
his enemies, as he could prevent them from | 
gaining the leaſt communication with the 


King. He knew the character of this 
K 4 Prince 
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Prince too well, not to be aware that, 
without the influence of friendſhip or par- 
tiality, his will might eaſily be guided by 


any one who underſtood the art of go- 


verning him, either by fear or by ſeem- 
ing to enter with pleaſure into his trifling 
amuſements. He was fully acquainted 
with the weak and diſordered ſtate of his 
mind; and knew that one ſingle moment 
might entirely change the principles of 
his conduct, and lead him to reſolutions 
highly dangerous to the intereſts of thoſe, 
who at preſent ſeemed to poſſeſs his en- 
tire confidence. To prevent this, the re- 


| ſidence of the King in the country was 


protracted beyond the uſual period; he 


was never left one moment alone, but 


was conſtantly ſurrounded by men upon 
whoſe fidelity the Queen and Struenſee 
could place the moſt certain reliance. 
EET word he ſpoke was reported to them; 

without 
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without their knowledge he hardly quitted - 


his apartment; and Brandt and Berger 


were particularly directed never to loſe 


ſight of him. His principal and favourite 
\ companions had for ſome time been a 


young negro boy and a girl about ten years 


of age; and in their noiſy and riotous mirth, 


they ſpared neither the windows nor the 


furniture of the palace, nor the ſtatues in 
the garden. | 


Having taken theſe-meaſures, the; mind - 


of Struenſee became leſs apprehenſive! of 


danger from that quarter; and he began 


again to turn his attention to the tranſ- 
action of. the affairs of government. But 
the burthen was grown too heavy for the 


powers of his mind, now weakened by 
anxiety and diſtreſs; and he reſolved to 


call in the aſſiſtance of his brother, whom 
he meant to raiſe from the poſt he then 
held, at the Board of Revenue, to the 


dignity 


5 
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dignity of Miniſter of Finance, and to com- 
mit that extenſive department entirely to 
his management. In the metropolis Stru- 
enſee had made many regulations, that 
furniſhed his enemies with a fair pretext 
to raiſe againſt him the hatred. and con- 
tempt of che nation. He had almoſt en- 
tirely overturned the old ſyſtem of police, 
had aboliſhed many of its laws, and made 
but few to ſupply the deficiency. His 
model, in this reform, was the ſyſtem of 
police eſtabliſhed at Paris: In many re- 
ſpects he could not have made a better 
choice; but regulations perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with the manners of a refined and 
luxurious nation, and perhaps neceſſary in 
an immenſe city ſwarming with ſtrangers 
from all quarters of the globe, were -but 
Hl adapted to the taſte and habits of the 
cold and quiet citizens of Copenhagen. By 
the new regulations, luxury. of the moſt 
Ef pernicious 
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pernicious kind was allowed and encou- 
raged, and the public morals ftoot in the 
greateſt danger. The people were aſto- 
niſhed, murmured at theſe innovations, and 
conſidered them as an inſult offered to 
that ſobriety and decency in which they 
had been educated. Complaints and far- 
eaſms became the voice of the people, and 
diſcontent ſpread through every rank of 
T7" | Ot ORC % 
The advanced ſeaſon of the year made it 
now neceſſary that the Court ſhould leave 
Hirfchholm. Juliana, with her ſon Prince 
Frederic, had already removed from Frie- 
denſburgh to Copenhagen; but the Queen 
and Struenſee did not venture to follow 
her, but perſuaded the King to take up 
his reſidence at Friederichſburgh, a palace 
ſituate contiguous to the city. They there 
propoſed to await the event of a bold and 
| Ruger meaſure, which had been long 

: 177 planned, 
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planned, before they dared to enter 4 


- - place, where all their enemies were now 


collected; a meaſure which gave the laſt 
and mortal ſtab to the power of the Queen, 
and the popularity of Struenſee. On the 
21ft of December an order of the Cabinet 
was publiſhed, by which the Royal Foot- 
Guards were diſcharged; and two days 
afterwards it was put into execution. 
The circumſtances that attended this 
meaſure, and. the conſequences that en- 
ſued from it, afford a ſtriking inſtance of 
the debility and inſufficiency of authority, 
ever ſo dignified, when, unſupported by 
popular opinion and approbation, it is em- 
ployed againſt an object which a nation 
has long been accuſtomed to regard with 
reverence. 5 - 
The Royal Foot-Guards confiſted of five 
companies of Norwegians. In conſe- 
quence of the royal mandate, they were 
aaſſembled 
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aſſembled upon the parade; and one of 
their officers announced to them the will 
of the monarch, by which the whole corps 
was diſbanded, and the men ordered to be 
diſperſed among the other regiments. A 
murmur of diſobedience ran through the 
ranks; the reſolution of the ſoldiers was 
unanimous; a word, a look, communicated 
it through the whole corps; and, with one 
voice, they loudly demanded either their 
full diſcharge, or to be re-embodied into 
a diſtin&t regiment, from which none of 
them deſired to be ſeparated, Their of- 
ficers mildly remonſtrated, and repreſented 
to them the neceſſity of their obeying the 
King's orders: but this only tended to ir- 
ritate them ſtill more. They repeated 
their firſt demand with violence; the of- 
ficers grew more ſevere in their remon- 
ſtrances; the troops became more deter- 


mined; threats ſucceeded arguments ; and 
yp the 
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the ſoldiers, carried to the higheſt pitch of 
reſentment, ſeparated with the moſt dread- 
ful cries. The troops of the garriſon 
neareſt at hand were immediately called 
out, and commanded to follow them : but 
their rage had now. no bounds ; they fell 
ſword in hand upon their purſuers, put 
them to flight, and ſtreams of blood 
flowed on both fides. Alarm and confu- 
fion became general ; the frightened inha- 
bitants fled, nor dared to approach this 
dreadful ſcene of horror. The garriſon 
was called to arms, and the more diſtant 
poſts drawn to aſſiſtance: the battle was 
renewed ; a ſmall number of the inſurgents 
were taken priſoners; one company eſcap- 
ed, and haſtened immediately to the North 
Gate: the troops poſted there were unable 
to oppoſe them, and they took the ſtraight 
road to Friederichſburgh, where the Court 


then reſided. The reft returned to their 
| quarters 
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quarters at. the palace; and entrenched 
themſelves as well as they could. 
The Governor of Copenhagen had, at 
its firſt commencement, appriſed Struenſee 
of this dangerous tumult; and the conſter- 
nation occaſioned thereby at Court was in- 
credible, - The caſe demanded immediate 
redreſs ; and to comply was the only means 
to reſtore tranquillity. Struenſee wrote, | 
in. the greateſt haſte, a decree, in which 
the King granted every demand of his 
Guards; and an officer was immediately 
diſpatched with it to meet them. But they 
had already reached the. palace ; and de- 
ſired, in the moſt violent manner, to ſee 
the King, and to demand juſtice at his 
hands. The appearance of the Body- 
Guards, who were under arms, did not 
alter the tone of their demands. The of- 
ficer bore the firſt effuſions of their rage 
with prudent paticnce, expoſtulated with 
W | them 
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them calmly, and perſuaded them by de- 
grees that the King was willing to grant 
every thing they could defire, and at laſt 
induced them to return to the city. as” 


Immediately upon their arrival they 
marched, without meeting with any re- 
ſiſtance, to the palace, and brought to their 
comrades the joyful news of their ſucceſs. 
The victory they had thus gained inſpired 
them with new courage, but did not wholly 
ſatisfy them. They did not truſt impli- 
citly to a promiſe obtained by force, but 
agreed that, unleſs a formal diſcharge, were 
given them, their ſafety ought not to be 


depended upon; and they entered into a 


ſolemn engagement to one another, con- 
firmed by a dreadful oath, ſooner to die than 
to deſert their common cauſe. Three re- 
giments of infantry, and two ſquadrons of 
horſe, were by that time drawn up, and ſur- 
rounded the palace: they knew this; but 

It 
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it did not pal their courage, of change 
their reſolution. - None: dared to approach 
them but their own officers; and the ne- 
giociations laſted the whole day and part 
of the night. At one o'clock. the next 
morning, they ſurrendered up their arms, 
and ſeparated; but not till they had obtain- 
ed the completeſt victory. Every ſoldier ob · 
tained the moſt formal and full diſcharge, 
ſigned by the King himſelf, three dollars 
in hand, the property of their regimentals, 
and a releaſe from all demands upon them 
for money advanced to them by the Frea- 
ſurer of War. Wich theſe trophies of vice | 
tory. they. then peaceably went home; and 
the night paſſed without any further diſ- 
turbance. Early in the morning about 
four hundred of them leſt thetowu. In 
every. ſtreet, they paſſed they loudly bid 
their fellow citizens fare wel; and this mov- 
ing ſcene made a deep impreſſion upon 
T 3 | the 


/ 


and curſes againſt the (cauſes of ee 
motion, and threatened open rebelhan. 
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the minds of the inhabitants. They cod 
ed together from all parts of the city; the 


abe ran wildly about, and their bar- 
barous cries re-echoed in every Kreet. 
The people became riotous and 2 


Major General Gude, Governor of Copen. 
hagen, accompanied by many officers, en- 


deavored to quiet the populace, but in 
van; he was torn from his horſe, and 
trampled in the dirt : the officers were ill 


treated, and ſome of them wounded, In 


thoſe outrages the diſbanded ſoldiers had 
BO part, but peaceably left ehe town. The 


mob continued riotous till the evening, 
when it ſeparated, 225 the ugh | nt 
eos = (© DN nag FOOT iy 


— on 88 10 vrandr. dic 


This dreadful tranfaction ought to hase 
Wend en 2 leſſon to Struenſee, and to have 


ted him to more moderate and prudent 
meaſures. But it had a contrary and a bad 
effect upon his mind; it made him ſtil! 
more trreſolute and timid: and his ſitua- 
tion ſeemed not only precarious, but pi- 
tiable. All this did not eſcape the at- 
tention of the Engliſh "ambaſſador Mr. 
Keith. The general conduct of the Queen 
gave him the utmoſt uneaſineſs; he fore- 
fa, from the evident tuin of affairs, che 
fall of Struenſee, and dreaded the conſe- 
quenices which thar event might have upon | 
te fate of the Queen, He concluded 
chat the removal of n from court 
was indiſpenfably neceſſ ary to her ſafety, | 
he knew that her Wee alone kept 
lim in a ſttuation he wiſhed to relinquiſhs 
ogy as he ſuppoſed chat the want of mo- 
ney, perllaps, prevented the min miniſter from 
L2 reſigning, SID 
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reſigning, he made him an offer of a very 
conſiderable ſum; but the influence of the 


ö Queen rendered Saſorrunately his eue. 
5 vors fruitleſs, moo Det out at 
Struenſee ſaw. now evidently, my it was 
Eby neceſſary for him to hide 
his fears and anxiety from his enemies, 
and to Watch their motions himſelf; he 
reſol ved therefore to delay the return of 
che : Fourt to Copenhagen no longer. With 
this. plan the Queen was by no means ſa- 
| tisfied ;; her mind ſeemed ſecretly to fore- 
bode. the dreadful fate which there awaited 
her; and when ſhe at laſt complied with 
the. requeſt of her _ adviſer;, it was with 
the zreateſt reluctance. Struenſee was too 


955 Fare, ,of tl the. great danger in which 


> Pg onal ee would be, in caſe of zan 


py Wu meaſures | to r 2 
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his own ſecurity. The guards ſtationed 
about the palace, and the arſenal | conti- 
guous thereto, were doubled; a number of 


% 


cannon were brought out; and fix'thou- 


und cartridges delivered to each regiment. 
Theſe meaſures operated much to his diſ- 
advantage; they betrayed his fear, and an 


inward- conſciouſneſs. that he had violated 


the rights of the people. In his admini- 
ſtration of government, he ſeemed to re- 
linquiſh every plan he had formed, and to 
direct all his exertions to the preſent exi- 


gency. The royal dignity of the monarch b 
was therefore deſpiſed, his authority ridi- 
culed 3 the power of Struenſee ſeemed a 
ſhort, but a diſturbed dream; the King 


was pitied; and the Queen would have 
been hated, had not every glance of her 


eyes had the power to baniſh enmity and 
diſcontent. A diſtant and faint hope of de- 
liverance ſeemed to dawn upon the nation; 
A but 
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but univerſal contempt accompanied every 


idea of the quarter from whence it was ex- 


| peed. The ferment had ſpread through 


the whole nation; in the capital its ef- 
fects were powerfully felt, but its drift and 
aim were hidden in obſcurity, None ap- 
peared capable of drawing any advan- 


tage from the general commotion ; many 
ſchemes were agitated, but -no reſolutions. 
formed; parties were every where ſeen, 


but no leaders; much hatred exiſted, with- 
out determination; and many projects, 
without any ſettled plans. The enemies 
of Struenſee were numerous, but diſunited ; 
every one of them would willingly have 


* ruined the other, could he have done 


without his aſſiſtance: enmity was deeply 
rooted in every mind, but fear curbed its 


effects; every one complained, but obeyed. 


During theſe diſturbances the defgns of 


came 
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came more ſtrong and vigorous by the 


acquiſition of a man, who ſeemed, in him- 


felf; fofficient'ts accompliſh the great plan 
which ſhe had proje&ted. This was Colo- 
nel Köller, an officer who commanded one 
of the regiments that compoſed the gar- 
riſon of Copenhagen. An affront formerly 


offered by Struenſee to an officer in his re- 
giment, the only friend he had, had ſo 
exaſperated him againſt that miniſter, that 


he vowedꝭ eternal hatred againſt him. No 
man was more formed to act - conſiſtently 


with ſuch a principle than Köller. A bold 
and reſolute mind, the moſt inflexible ob- 
ſtinacy joined to the rougheſt manners, an 
invincible firmneſs, a choleric diſpoſition, 
2 foul capable of the moſt violent affec- 


tions, an inexhauſtible ſtock of ſelf-praiſe, 
2 comety' eue and an extraordinary 


meh this man. The We the Queen 
L's; 


N. 


— — 


. N ND E 


N 
N 


A 
EE 


— — 5 
1 


8 * Sa" 


n 


—— —— 
.. 2 


3 
q WP” OEM NMILMM 4; Ry ob 


— — * 


— E * 


—— — p — * 


— 


* 


| 15 2 ELUucIDpATION OF THE HISTORY OF f 


Dowager -had riot eſcaped his attention. 


Full of diſcontent and revenge, he repaired, 
a few days before the new year, to Juliana; 
opened his ſentiments to her with the 
moſt unlimited confidence; begged her to 
promote his revenge, and the welfare of 


the whole nation, by effecting the downfal 
of the reigning party; and made her an 


offer of his beſt ſervices. Nothing could 
be more acceptable to Juliana than ſuch 
an offer, nor more agreeable to her wiſhes 


at that time. She received him with the 
moſt lively aſſurances of favor and pro- 


tection and diſcovered to him, in return, 
the whole of her plan. The moſt com- 


plete opportunity to gratify his private re- 


venge ſtruck the Colonel in a moment: he 


ſeized it with all the violence of his cha- 


racter; ſwore fidelity to the cauſe of Ju- 
liana, in the moſt ſolemn manner; and en- 
treated her not to diſcover, as yet, their 


- 


common 
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common deſign to any one. The — N 
promiſed ſecrecy, and ſhe kept her word; 
but at the ſame time ſhe did not neglect 
to ſecure to herſelf the influence of Count 

Ranzau. Without giving him the leaſt 
hint of what had paſſed between herſelf and 
Colonel Koller, ſhe told him, without re- 
ſerve, that ſhe was wholly diſſatisfied with 
the preſent ſtate of government, and of the 
court; that ſhe could no longer patiently | 
bear the power of a Princeſs to whom ſhe 
never could be reconciled, nor the autho- 
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rity of a miniſter, who ſeemed more the 
lord than the ſervant of the nation; that 
ſhe ſeverely felt the indignity offered to the 
nobility, by their total ſecluſion from all 
participation in the affairs of government; 
and that, finally, ſne could no longer en- 
dure the humiliating ſtate to which ſhe 
and her ſon were reduced. She endeavored 
to excite his ambition by the moſt ſplendid 
proſpects, 


** 


| flattering commendations, and by every 
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proſpetts, to entice his ſelſ. love by the moſt 


method in her power to raiſe his indigna- 
tion againſt her enemy. But Ranzao was 
too refined a courtier not to diſcover, un- 
der the maſk of confidence, an intolerable 
pride, and an infatiable thirſt of power; and 


he even began to fuſpect her of having al- 
ready ſormed ſome plan of future conduct. 


Although, therefore, he moſtcordially hated 
the Queen and Struenſee, and was in ge- 
neral much diffatisfied'/ with the ſtate of af- 


fairs at that time, he had no inclination | 


to raiſe any other party to that height to 
which he had raifed Struenſce. He was 
more diſpleaſed with the ſource of that 
power, which was fo groſsly abuſed, than 
with the power itfelf. His ideas upon this 


| head compriſed views of greater extent than 


he had courage to accompliſh; and they 
were as obſcure and indiſtinct as all the 
| reſt 
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| reſt of his conceptions. Sometimes he pro- 
poſed, in the romantic flights of his poli- 
tical dreams, to reſcue his country not 
only from its preſent ſubjection, but from 
the poſſibility of ever being again reduced 
to ſo abject a ſituation. In this view he 
| had placed his hopes upon # neighbouring 
nation. Numberleſs impracticable pra- 
jects occupied the mind of this ſtrange 
man. But his pride would not for a mo- 
ment ſubmit to the idea of his being a ool 
of the revenge of another. | 

From the nature of Ranaau's 80 chew 
Queen plainly perceived, that though for 
a time he might probably eſpouſe her 


and uſeful ſervant. This however was 
enough to forward the execution of her 


preſent plan. She therefore concealed febnx | 


him her real intentions, and only endea- 


| weed to foment. in him his averſion to 
Struenſee. FR 


cauſe, he never would become a faithful 
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Struenſde. We neglected, in the mean 
time, ae, which ſhe might gra- 
dually prepare the minds of men for that 
great event, the accompliſhment of which 
ſeemed” now to approach to probability. 
She did every thing in her power to in- 
creaſe the hatred; already prevalent among 
the nobility, to the reigning Queen and 
Struenſee ; and her emiſſaries were induſ- 
triouſly employed in diſſeminating rumors 
among the people, calculated to incenſe 
them ſtill more againſt that party. 
Notwithſtanding the ſecrecy with which 
theſe preparations were carried on, they 
could not eſcape the obſervation of thoſe 
who were practiſed in the chicanery and 
intrigues of courts. They excited the ſuſ- 


picions of ſeveral of the foreign miniſters, 

among whom the Swediſh and French ple- 
nipotentiaries deſerve principally to be 
mentioned. The Marquis de Brosskr, a 
nobleman 
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nobleman who united with the moſt acute 
penetration the pureſt integrity, and the 
keen eye of an experienced obſerver with 
the cool impartiality of a diſintereſted ſpec- 
tator; and Baron SPRENGPORTEN, who, 


during his reſidence at Copenhagen, had 


been habituated to the moſt watchful atten- 


tion to every motion of party, and whoſe 


judgment was as ſound as his enquiries 
were indefatigable - thought they had diſ- 


covered ſome ſecret plan ripening into fu- 


ture importance. Their, ſuſpicions fell 
upon Ranzau and Köller. Both theſe men 


ſeemed for ſome time paſt to be in a ſtate 


of conſtant: reſtleſſneſs. Bitter reflections 
upon the reigning party frequently eſcaped 
them; and they ſeemed to be engaged in 
ſome negociation of importance With thoſe 


few noblemen who ſtill reſided in Copen- 


hagen. The Swediſh ambaſſador was par- 
ticularly intereſted in diſcovering the true 


ſtate 
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than any other nation to draw advantages 
from the failure of the ſchemes of Queen 


ſcarcely mounted the throne; the affairs 


\ 
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Kate of affairs, Sweden was more likely 


Juliana. Struenſee had always favored the 
intereſts of Sweden, and was equally jea- 


lous of the views of Ruſſia. But the ſitua- 


tion of Sweden at that time prevented the 


tourt of Stockholm from deeply engaging 


in any foreign exertion. Gusravus had 


of his own dominions completely engroſſed 


his attention; and he had formed a plan, 
the ezecution of which required the exer- 


tion of all his power and authority. Baron 


Sprengporten, upon this occaſion, acted 


the-part not only of a zealous ſervant of 
his monarch, but of a wife ſtateſman. Ran- 
zaun had placed great confidence in him; 
and frequently opened bis mind to him, 


with uabounded freedom, upon the parti- 


ular ſituation of Sweden, and even upon 
7 | the 


Wo” 
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| the/politics of the Daniſh Court; he hall 
endeavored to convince him of the ſolidity 
of his ſchemes, and to gain him over to his 


hated and deſpiſed the Court of Peterſ- 
burg. But ehe Swede was too wiſe to pay 
much attention to the dreams of Ranzau; 
but he made ufe of the confidence repoſed 
in kim, to appeaſe his turbulent and dif- 
tracted mind; and to convince him, not 


by the artful inſinuations of the politician, 


but by the warm expoſtulations of the 
fiend, of the futility and pernicious ten- 
deney of his ſchemes, which feemed atto- 
gether likely to be productive of new em- 
barraſment and difirefs. ''He endeavored 
to direct his mind to the more fohd ad- 


vantages to be derived from the preſent 


deranged ſtate of affairs, by employing gen- 
te means, and leading the minds of thoſe 
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the Swediſh nation, and ſwore that he 
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who held the reins of government, to a 


better ſyſtem of principles and conduct; 


in which endeavor, rational expoſtulation 


always effected more than menace or re- 
proach. He hinted' to him, that it was 


not difficult to judge into whoſe hands the 
regal power was likely to fall, if the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration were ſubverted, and 
he warned him to beware of the inſidious 
and dangerous flattery, by which his falſe 


friends endeavored to lead him into a ſitu- 


ation, in which he would find himſelf ſur- 
rounded by new enemies, in place of thoſe 
he had vanquiſhed, Theſe conſiderations 
had the deſired effect upon the mind of 
Ranzau ; and he promiſed, by following 
the advice of his friend, to give him the 
Jureſt proof of his gratitude. ; 
Ranzau kept his promiſe, e he 


| ren that all his endeavors muſt be in 


ain. Soon after the commencement of 
the 


counTs STRUENSEE AND BRANDT, 161 
the new year, he paid Struenſee a vilit; 

and led the converſation to the ſituation 
of the affairs of government. Had Ran- 
zau ſeriouſly intended to perſuade Struen- 
ſee of the neceſlity of his adopting other 
meaſures, or had he only been a man in 
general capable of procuring confidence in 
his ſincerity, their meeting might have 
been important and deciſive. - Ranzau 
tried to make Struenſee attentive to the 
weak fide of many of his actions; to fix 
his mind upon the real ſtate of his affairs, 
and their probable conſequences ;. and to 


Convince him of the danger of his ſitua- 


tion. Struenſee met his arguments with 
objections, his proteſtations of candor with 


thanks, and his warnings with the uſual - 


ſmile of contempt of a ſhort-ſighted mind, 
who ſacrifices every rational. conſideration 
to the illuſions of vanity and ſelf-love. 
: Had this unfortunate miniſter calmly 
M liſtened 
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liſtened to the arguments of Ranzau; had 
he confidered the circumſtances attending 
this extraordinary viſit, and the tendency 
of this unexpected expoſtulation, with an 
unprejudiced and candid mind; had he 
feen his errors, and had he been willing to 
correct them, he had won over to his fide 
the future leader of his enemies, and en- 
ſured victory to himſelf, and deſtruction to 
his foes. 

The chagrin which Ranzau felt upon 
the ill ſucceſs of this his laſt effort in favor 
of Struenſee, was in exact proportion to 
the great trouble it had coſt him to prevail 
upon his pride to make it. He now ſaw 
plainly that nothing was to be expected, 
from the exertions of a man ruined by too 
much ſueceſs, towards a change in tha ad- 
miniſtration of affairs: he alſo felt that it 
was in vain for him to hope to be at the head 
of any party; that * poſſeſſed not one of 

| thoſe 
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thoſe qualities by which. friends and ad- 
herents are won and ſecured; and he there- 
fore reſolved to join at ance the party of 
the Queen Dowager. Juliana had then 
concerted every neceſſary meaſure with 
Colonel Köller; ſhe then ſent for Ran- 
' Zau, in order to diſcoyer to him the whole 
of her plan. To her great ſurprize, ſhe 
ſaw in his behaviour a total change ; ſhe 
found him ready to execute her commands, 
and to undertake the conduct of a princi- 
pal part in the conſpiracy. The Queen 
knew, however, that in order to ſecure the 
effectual aſſiſtance of the Count, it was 
now neceſſary to loſe no time in putting 
her plan into execution. She was under 
equal anxiety in regard to Colonel Köller; 
and ſhe delayed therefore not a moment 
to impart her deſigns to the man whom. ſhe 
had fixed upon as the third leader in the 


8 This was Calonel Eichsr br, 
3 a man 
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a man devoid of any uſeful qualities of 
mind, but who had the dragoons belong- 
ing to the garriſon under his command, 
and upon whom therefore the ſucceſs of the 
whole undertaking in a great meaſure de- 
pended ; eſpecially as no reliance could be 
placed on any of the other commanders, 
all of whom owed their poſts to Struen- 
ſee. Eichſtãdt, who had been hitherto 
unknown and neglected at court, and un- 
noticed by the nobility, and who thought 
the preſent opportunity of acting an im- 
portant character, more a dream than rea- 
lity, was carried ſo far beyond the utmoſt 
pitch of his former ideas, by the thoughts 
of becoming uſeful to a Quzzn, that he 
was wholly unable to conſider the conſe- 
quences of the propoſal made to him. He 
at once ſubmitted himſelf to be entirely 
guided by the Queen, promiſed every thing 
e of him; and thus every mea- 


ſure 


w 
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fure was contrived and finally determined 
upon. 7 
The ſeventeenth FOR of the year 1772 
was fixed for the execution of this dread+ 
ful plan—a plan by which the conſort and 
the friends of an unhappy. monarch were 
violently torn from him ; by which, he was 
irrevocably confined under the rigor of a 
much more cruel guardianſhip than that 
to which he had hitherto ſubmitted ; by 
which his whole power was transferred into 
the hands of his ſtep- brother, à prince 
whom both his heart and head rendered 
wholly unworthy of the charge —a plan 
by which a young and amiable Princeſs, 
who deſerved a better fate, was for ever 
deprived of the pleaſures. of a Queen, a 
wife, and a mother ; which polluted the, 
Daniſh ſoil with the blood of an inno- 
cent man, and deſtroyed the peace of many 
wongny citizens — a plan which furniſhed 
M : | the 
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the Daniſh nation, hitherto unacquainted 
with diſloyalty and rebellion, the maſt 
horrid example of theſe crimes ; and diſ- 
honored the annals of the country, by 
recording the moſt ſhocking inſtance of 
implacable revenge to be met with in 
hiſtory. "vo + EE 17 8 
£1 ſplendid ball given at court, on the 
night of the 16th of January, facilitated 
the execution of this plan, which in a mo- 
ment robbed the Queen and her friends of 
every thing that was dear to them: and 
not till early the next morning were the 
aſtoniſhed inhabitants of Copenhagen ap- 
priſed, that the Queen, the firſt miniſter 
Struenſee, his brother the Commiſſioner of 
Finance, Count Brandt, and all the prin- 
cipal adherents of that party, were impri- 
ſoned. A mixture of indeſcribable an- 
Xiety and aſtoniſhment ſpread with the 
news through the whole city. The rapi- 
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dity with which this dreadful cataſtrophe 
had been planned and executed, muſt aſto- 
niſh us, when we look back to the ſource 
from whence it originated. A Princeſs 
generally known to be weak and timid, 
and a diſcontented officer, formed the plan; 
a courtier, whoſe talents were in a great 
meaſure obſcured and rendered. uſeleſs by 
levity and inconſiſtency and another of- 
ficer, devoid of judgment, or any other 
uſeful qualification of mind aſſiſted its 
execution, and that with the moſt com- 
plete ſucceſs, againſt a Queen and a power- 
ful party, who, till the very moment in 
which the blow was ſtruck, poſſeſſed and 
directed the whole energy of regal power. 
This event is certainly one of the moſt 
extraordinary eee in the annals of 
Country. l 

But before I proceed | to a more mti 


cular narrative of the circumſtances which 
M + attended 
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attended this cataſtrophe, I muſt obſerve _ 
that, throughout the revolution, no orders 
_ were iſſued by the King, but which were 
procured from him by art or by force. 
From the firſt moment of the revolution, 
the King of Denmark muſt be conſidered 
merely as the empty ſhadow of regal power, 
the ſubſtance of which was wholly tranſ- 
ferred to Juliana and her ſon Prince Fre- 
deric. The deciſion in every public con- 
cern depended upon their will; they be- 
came the fountain of honor ; ; they gave 
the orders which the King ſigned ; and 
they aſſumed the direction even of. the 
moſt minute actions of the monarch. They 
would have even proceeded ſtill further, 
had not, fortunately for the King, the 
head of his ſtep-brother been as weak as 
his heart was malicious; and had not the 
meaſures purſued by Juliana been as much 
intended to protect her ſon, as to- injure 
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the King. She had too much penetration 
not to be aware that ſhe and her ſon might 
poſſeſs more real power under the nomi- 
nal ſupremacy of the King, than if ſhe 
were to rob him of that empty diſtinction. 
She knew that, among all the enemies of 
the late reigning party, ſne could not boaſt 
one real friend; and, warned by its fate, 
| the reſolved peaceably to enjoy the ad- 
vantages ſhe had gained under the maſk 
of moderation; by which ſhe hoped to hide, 
from the eyes of the public, the real nature 
and tendency of her deſigns. ry 

I now come to the circumſtantial ac- 
count of this extraordinary revolution. 
The regiment commanded by Colonel 
Koller, the moſt zealous and the boldeſt 
of the conſpirators, was, on the 16th of 
January, ordered to be upon guard in and 
about the palace; and on the ſame evening 
2 grand ball was given at court. In the 

: 'y whole 
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whole garriſon of Copenhagen, this was 
the only regiment from which the Queen 
Dowager and her adherents could expect 
ſupport to her deſigns ; and the ball gave 
her the moſt favourable opportunity to 
prepare every thing for their execution. 
Juliana ſaw, at one view, every advantage 
to be derived from ſo fortunate a concur- 
rence of circumſtances, and determined not 
to loſe one of them: ſhe therefore pre- 
viouſly concerted every meaſure with the 
conſpirators; and awaited, with the moſt 
anxious impatience, the deciſive moment 
of action. To her ardor the day ſeemed to 
paſs heavily ; the hour of complete revenge 
was in proſpect; but, ſhould her meaſures 
miſcarry, ſhe faw nothing but the molt in- 
evitable ruin before her eyes. The mean 
and timid character of her ſon, the un- 
ruly zeal of Colonel Köller, the levity of 
Count Ranzau, and the doubtful courage 

of 
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of Colonel Eichſtadt, filled her mind with 
anxiety and apprehenſion, Night at laſt 
approached, and the ball commenced; It 
was afterwards obſerved, as ſomething very 
extraordinary, that not one of the: foreign 
miniſters; except the Britiſh ambaſſador, 
was preſent. Queen Matilda indulged, 
with the moſt unfuſpecting and careleſs 
gaiety, her paſſion far lively amuſement ; 
and, at one o'clock in the morning, ſhe 
cloſed the ball, by dancing with Prince 
Frederic : and the principal leaders of her 
party had the honor of playing with the 
| King. Theſe were the laſt joys of the de- 
voted victims! The ball was coneluded, 
and every one betook himſelf to reſt. In 
the mean time ſuch preparations were 
made, as ſoon rouſed them geo to Unex- 
2205-9 horrors, 

The clock ſtruck FLO dreadful 
hour fixed upon by the conſpirators. for 
1 the 


if 
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the execution of their deſigns. A dead 
filence reigned throughout the palace. Co- 
| Jonel Koller then went round to the dif- 
ferent poſts, © collected his principal of- 
ficers, and carried them to the guard- 
room. He there declared to them, that, 
by expreſs orders of the King, he de- 

manded their aſſiſtance in taking the reign- 
| ing Queen, and all her adherents, into 
cuſtody ; and commanded them to follow 
him to the Queen Dowager. The horrid 
importance of this buſineſs, the dreaded 
authority of the Colonel, the affected dig- 
nity and well-ſimulated coolneſs with which 
he pronounced his ſhort harangue, ſo ſtun- 
ned the officers, that not one dared to aſk 
him to produce his orders to them. Had 
but one of them had ſufficient courage 
and preſence of mind to have made ſo na- 
tural a demand, the daring Colonel would 
have appeared before his officers, not a3 

an, 
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an obedient and loyal fubje&, but as a 
nefarious conſpirator, convicted of the 


moſt impudent falſehood ; they would, as | 


their duty required, have ſecured his per- 
ſon ; and the whole plot muſt have miſ- 
carried. But Koller was no leſs fortunate 
than he was bold. They followed him to 
the Queen Dowager, where Count Ranzau 
at the ſame time arrived, accompanied by 
one Guldberg, formerly a ſchoolmaſter, 
who had been employed in drawing up the 
plan of the conſpiracy, and in writing out 
the neceſſary orders. In the mean time 


Colonel Eichſtadt had armed his dragoons, | 


and ſurrounded the palace, in order to pre- 


vent the entrance of any perſon, and to 


receive the priſoners. . The different parts 
were ſoon diſtributed among the conſpira- 


tors. Ranzau was appointed to arreſt the 


Queen, Köller to ſecure Count Struenſee; 


and the reſt of the officers were ordered to 
take 


| S 
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take Count Brandt, and the other principal 
leaders of the party, into cuſtody. Köller 
immediately haſtened to the apartments of 
the firſt miniſter; the officers diſperſed to 
their different poſts ; and Queen Juliana, 
Count Ranzau, and Guldberg, who car- 
ried a candle before them, went to the 
chamber of the King. To their great diſ- 
appointment they found the door locked, 
and not one of the keys and picklocks, 
with which they were provided, would 
open it. The loſs of a moment was of 
conſequence to the undertaking. Ranzau 
flew to the apartment of the page who was 
in waiting, entered the room with great 
noiſe, pretended to be in the utmoſt con- 
ſternation, and ordered him to repair im- 
mediately to the chamber of the King. 
The frightened page haſtened to aſſiſt his 
maſter, and met Queen Juliana, Prince Fre- 
derie, and Ranzau at the door, who ordered 
him 
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him to open it immediately. The unuſual 
hour of the night, the known characters 
of the perſons he ſaw, and the anxious im- 


patience he perceived in them, raiſed his 
ſuſpicions, and he refuſed to comply. The 
Queen was in inexpreſſible conſternation; 
the Prince trembled; and Ranzau, and 
Guldberg, whoſe candle fell from his ſhak- 
ing hands, did not venture to take the 
keys from the page by force: he was 
ſtrong and reſolute, and they wiſhed to 
make no noiſe. Ranzau therefore endea- 
vored to effect that by fear, which he could 
not by perſuaſion: he told him that the 
whole town was up in arms; that the re- 
bels were ready to penetrate into the pa- 
lace; that the guards could not withſtand 
their fury; and that no time was to be loſt, 
if they wiſhed to ſave the life of the mo- 
narch. The Queen and her ſon joined in 


affecting the utmoſt ſolicitude for the ſafety 


of 
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of the King. The page was firſt moved, 
then alarmed; the promiſe of a conſider- 
able reward completely overturned his re- 
ſolution ; he yielded; and led the Queen 
and her ſuite into the chamber of the ſleep- 
ing monarch. The curtains of his bed 
were. furiouſly torn open; he awoke ſud- 
denly, and ftarted ;—no time was left him 
to recover from his fright. Ranzau de- 
nounced ruin and death; placed every 
image of terror before the eyes of the 
Monarch; and his fruitful brain ſupplied 
him with new images of unreal horror: 
he painted the rage of a rebellious nation, 
conſpired to ſhake off the yoke to which 
the Queen and Struenſee had ſubjected 
them, crying aloud for juſtice, and deter- 
mined to be ſatisfied with nothing lefs than 
the death of the victims they demanded. 
« What a dreadful misfortune ! whither 
© ſhall I flee?” cried the King, half dead 
| | with 
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with fear; © help me, adviſe me, tell 
« me what I ſhall do.” —< Sign theſe or- 
t ders,” returned Ranzau, with double 
fury; © this alone can fave the King, his 
ce royal palace, and his people.” The pa- 
pers. lay ready upon the table, and the 
Queen held the pen, the inſtrument of the 
deſtruction of the King's beſt friends, and 
of her complete revenge. The King took 
it with trembling hand; but the mo- 
ment he eſpied, upon the firſt paper, the 
name of his Queen, MaT1LDba, he threw 
it away with vehemence : it was as if this 
name, which had ſo long ſeemed wholly 
indifferent to him, at once rouſed the dor- 
mant powers of his mind. He endeavored | 
forcibly to riſe, but was as forcibly pre- 
vented: another torrent of menaces and 
terrors was poured out upon him. Ran- 
zau accumulated the moſt horrid falſe- 
hogds : © The people,” cried he, © are at 
N « the 
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te the gates of the palace, fire and ſword 
te in their hands, and direful vengeance in 
te their hearts: eſcape will ſoon be in vain; 
te the palace will ſoon be in flames, and the 
*© monarch the firſt victim of their fury.” 
The King's courage could not repel this 
ſecond attack; fear overpowered him, tears 
ran down his cheeks, his hand trembled, 
he guided the pen without knowing it, 
ſigned the orders, and Ranzau hurried to 
ſee them executed. 

Colonel Koller had, in the mean time, 
proceeded to the apartment of Struenſee, 
without waiting the King's orders to ar- 
reſt him. Having left the officers who ac- 
companied him in an adjoining room, he 
entered the chamber alone in which- the 
miniſter lay. Struenſee was rouſed by the 
noiſe with which the Colonel approached ; 
he knew him immediately; and, equally 
frightened and aſtoniſhed, he aſked him, 

318 „„ 4 by 
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by whoſe authority he dared to enter his 
chamber at ſo improper an hour ?— I will 
te tell you that immediately,” cried Köller; 
te rife this inſtant.” He then ſeized him 
by the throat, and ſhook him ſo long and 
fo violently, that reſiſtance was in vain : 
the courage of Struenſee was ſoon over- 
powered; he ſurrendered, and was car- 
ried to the priſon ready prepared for him 
in the citadel. Had this unfortunate mi- 
niſter poſſeſſed ſufficient preſence of mind, 
by the leaſt reſiſtance, to have detained 
his daring enemy ; to have called in the 
aſſiſtance of the officers that accompanied 
him; and to have required him, in their 
preſence, to produce the royal orders, Kol- 
ler would not have had the ſame ſucceſs 
then, which crowned his effrontery in the 
guard-room, and would probably have 
been the victim of his own temerity. The 
eldeſt brother of the miniſter, Count 

N 2 Brandt, 
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Brandt, General Gohler and his lady, Co- 
lonel Falkenſchiold, the Royal Phyſician . 
Berger, General Gude, Governor of Copen- 
hagen, Baron Bulow, the Secretary of 
State Zoga, and many other friends of 
Struenſee, 'were then apprehended, and 

quietly carried to different priſons. 
- But the moſt dreadful ſcene of all was 
{till to be acted. Count Ranzau, accom- 
panied by Colonel Eichſtidt, and a few 
other officers, repaired to the chamber 
where flept the beautiful and amiable 
Queen MaTiLpa., The noiſe occaſioned 
by their entrance into the antichamber 
alarmed her, and ſhe called her attendants. 
Pale and trembling they entered the apart- 
ment; fear had rendered them incapable 
of anſwering her queſtions, Terrified by 
theſe appearances, ſhe roſe to enquire her- 
ſelf into the cauſe of their terror; when one 
pf them informed her that Count Ranzau, 
accompanied 
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accompanied by a train of officers, had en- 
tered the antichamber, and deſired to be 
announced to her in the name of the King. 
« Ranzau!” cried ſhe; © and in the name 
© of the King? Run to Struenſee; and 
te call him to my aſſiſtance.“ She was 
then informed that Struenſee had been 
ſecured and carried to priſon. I am 
ce betrayed; I am undone, I am. loft for 
cc ever! But, added ſhe; more .compoſ- 
edly, © let the traitors come in; I-am pre- 
<« pared to meet my fate.” Half dreſſed 
ſhe went to meet them with the moſt 
undaunted fortitude. Ranzau reſpect- 
fully addreſſed her, and read the orders of 
the King: ſhe heard him without inter- 
ruption, deſired to read them | herſelf; 
and Ranzau delivered the paper to her. 
Having read it quite through without be- 
traying the leaſt ſign of fear, ſne threw 
it upon the ground with contempt, and 

| | N 3 cried 


\ 
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cried, © The character of treachery in you, 
„ and of weakneſs in the King, is fo 
« ſtrongly ftamped upon this whole tranſ- 
« action, that I ſhall not obey theſe or- 
& ders.” Ranzau entreated her to con- 
form to the commands of the monarch. 
© Commands!” cried ſhe, with indigna- 
tion, commands of which he himſelf is 
c ignorant commands forced by the moſt 
& yillanous: treachery from fookſh imbe- 
cc cjility—ſuch commands ſhall never be 
* obeyed by a Queen.” Upon this Ran- 
zau grew more ſerious in his expoſtula- 
tions; and informed her that his orders 
muſt be obeyed, and without loſs of time. 
ce Till I have ſeen the King,” returned ſhe, 
& your orders ſhall not be executed upon 
4 me. Bring me to him immediately ; I 
* muſt, I will ſee him.” She then ſtep- 
ped forward towards the door, but Ran- 
+ 2au ſtopped her: he grew impatient, and 
| his 
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his entreaties were changed into threats. 
& Wretch !” cried the enraged Princeſs, 
ce is this the language of a ſubject to his 
© Queen? Go, thou moſt contemptible of 
e beings! go from my ſight, covered 
e with your own infamy, but never feared 
* by me!“ The pride of Ranzau was 
touched; he caſt an enraged look at his 
officers, fraught with a dreadful meaning ; 
and the boldeft of them ſtepped forward 
. to ſeize the defenceleſs Princeſs. She tore 
herſelf from his arms, and called for help 
with all her ſtrength, but in vain, for no 
aſſiſtance was at hand. Thus, ſtruggling 
alone againſt armed men, diſtracted with 
rage and deſpair, ſhe flew to the window, 
tore it open, and attempted to throw her- 
ſelf out. One of the officers held her in 
the very moment: her fury now knew no 
bounds; ſhe ſeized him by the hair, and 
drasged him to the ground: a ſecond ar- 
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tacked her; and with equal ſtrength and 
courage ſhe diſengaged herſelf from him. 
This ſhocking, this inhuman ſpectacle, 
which would have forced the dagger from 
the hand of the moſt bloody aſſaſſin, made 
no impreſſion upon the mind of Ranzau 
and his banditti. They united their coward 
ſtrength againſt this noble heroine ; and 
ſhe fell at laſt breathleſs, and almoſt faint- 
ing, into the arms of one of the officers. 
As ſoon as ſhe had ſomewhat recovered, 
and it appeared evident that ſhe could 
make no further reſiſtance, ſhe was forced 
to dreſs herſelf in an adjoining chamber ; 
and Ranzau, who was mean and cruel 
enough to inſult her with offenſive and in- 
decent language, led her to the carriage 
which waited to carry her to the fortreſs of 
Cronenburg. 
Major Kartenſchiold, and another aalen 
of wy inferior rank, entered the carriage 
with 
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with her; and the fourth ſeat was filled by 
one of the moſt menial of the Queen's 
domeſtics. During the whole journey the 
Major ſat by her with the naked ſword 
in his hand: a ſtrange company for a 
Queen! But it was the lot of this amiable 
Princeſs not only to experience the moſt 
complicated misfortunes, but to be treated 
with exquiſite inhumanity, inſult, and con- 
tempt. The cruelty of her enemies was 
even carried ſo far, that all thoſe of her 
attendants, to whom ſhe had a particular 
diſlike, were ſelected, and appointed to 
wait upon her at Cronenburg. Thirty dra- 
goons guarded the coach which conveyed 
the Queen; and in another carriage fol- 
lowed the infant Princeſs Louiſa, a lady 
of the Bedchamber, and a nurſe. The 
Queen, oppreſſed by the deepeſt diſtreſs, 
remained filent during the whole journey ; 


but as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the fortreſs of Cro- 
Ken | nenburg, 
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nenburg, ſhe awoke from her melancholy 
trance, and cried with vehemence, © Hea- 
« yens! I am undone, 'my Lord has de- 
tc ſerted me!” Upon her arrival in the 
fort, ſhe uttered loud complaints; and, 
overwhelmed with unſpeakable diſtreſs, her 
knees refuſed their ſupport, ſhe funk down 
upon the ſtairs, and was dragged into her 
bedchamber. The fight of a bed alarmed 
her; ſhe ſtepped back, and cried, Take 
« me away, take me away! reſt is not 
“ for the miſerable! there is no reſt for 
c me!” She was then put into a chair; 
her boſom heaved with violent fighs, her 
whole frame ſeemed agitated and con- 
vulſed with anguiſh, and ſhe at laſt burſt 
into tears. Thanks to Gad;” cried ſhe, 
with fervency, © for this blefling ! this is a 
« comfort of which my enemies cannot rob 
% me;” and hearing the voice of her in- 
fant daughter, ſhe flew to her with rapture: 

« And 
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« And art thou here, poor innocent crea- 
« ture?” cried ſhe, © then is thy unfor- 
« -tunate mother not wholly wretched.” 
With the moſt moving affection ſhe claſp- 
ed the babe to her boſom, kiſſed it with 
ardency, while a torrent of tears bedewed 
its cheeks. The moments of diſtreſs gave 
way to the ecſtatic joys of maternal love, 
could but this pleaſing dream have laſted 
longer than a few moments. 

Queen Juliana and Prince Frederic had 
not quitted the King, till they were ap- 
priſed that the Queen had been ſecured 
and carried off. They feared leſt a ſud- 
den emotion of compaſſion or contrition in 
Ranzau might at once deſtroy their plan 
of revenge. They knew that one glance 
of the Queen was ſufficient to turn the 
anger of the King, which it had coft them 
fo much pains to put into motion, againſt 


themſelves, None poſſeſſed the power to 


excite 
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excite compaſſian in a greater degree than 


Matilda; the King had till ſome degree 


of fondneſs for her, and cordially hated his 
ſtepmother and her ſon. 

It was now thought neceſſary, in order 
to deceive the people, to diſſipate the mind 
of the King, and to perſuade him that what 
had happened was done to gratify the wiſhes 
of his ſubjects, to act a political farce, 


which coſt no great trouble in the perform- 


ance, and met with tolerable ſucceſs. The 
report of the violent revolution which had 
taken place had ſcarcely ſpread through the 
court and the city, when all the ftreets were 
filled with the inhabitants, led more by 
curioſity, than reſentment againſt the fallen 


party; and more inclined to commit out- 


rages, than to expreſs either joy or grief. 


They felt no compaſſion for the unfortu- 


nate victims of revenge, with whom they 


had long been diſſatisfied; nor pleaſure at 


the 
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the ſucceſs of the victors, whom they never 
had loved; but wildly ranged the ftreets, 
without knowing themſelves what object 
to purſue. Wretches, hired for the pur- 
poſe, mixed with the crowd, and brought 
a large concourſe of the inhabitants to the 
palace. The King, Queen Juliana, and 
her ſon, appeared in a balcony; mercenary 
voices endeayored to raiſe the acclamations 
of the mob; and a party of hired ſailors 
filled the air with their barbarous ſhouts. 
The names of Frederic and Juliana were 
heard, but the people did not repeat them; | 
and the applauſe was cold, and without 
animation. — But not far from the ſport 
another ſcene had been prepared, more 
ſuited to the taſte and inclination of the 
populace. Near the palace ſtood a build- 
ing which had been adapted by one of the 
citizens, at a great expence, and with 
much taſte and elegance, to public balls, 
aſſemblies, | 
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aſſemblies, and other entertainments. Stru. 
enſee had made the plan, and the King 
had defrayed a conſiderable part of the ex- 
pence of this edifice. Some ſailors, tak- 
ing advantage of the reigning confuſion, 
broke open the doors, forced their way 
into the houſe, and plundered whatever 
they found. The crowd ruſhed in after 
them, carried away chairs and tables, tore 
down the | hangings, and committed the 
moſt wanton outrages. Notwithſtanding 
the wild extravagance of this ſcene, it was 
performed in the moſt aſtoniſhing ſilence, 
No quarrelling, no oaths, no curſes were 
heard; every man carried quietly home his 
ſhare of che plunder; nor did the guards in- 
terfere, or endeavor to preſerve order. This 
indulgence did not eſcape notice, and en- 


couraged the populace to proceed to new 
depredations. They ran to the houſes of 
ill fame, broke open the doors, plundered 
N whatever 
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whatever they found; and many of them 
were completely ranſacked. This tumult 
and confuſion favored too much the deſigns 
of the authors of the revolution, to meet 
with any oppoſition from them; they made 
the beſt uſe of it to inflame the minds of 
men, and to give a ſpecious colour to the 
horrid cataſtrophe they had brought about, 
as if it were the affair of the whole nation. 
About twelve o'clock at noon, when the 
riotous mob filled every ſtreet, and during 
the moſt licentious ſcenes of wantonneſs, 
the unfortunate Monarch was led through 
the ſtreets of Copenhagen, in his ſtate- 
coach drawn by fix horſes, and dreſſed in 
his moſt ſumptuous robes and jewels, in 
the hated company of his ſtep-brother, to 
be a witneſs of tranſactions in the higheſt 
degree diſgraceful to his power, to his 
royal character, and to the dignity of the 
nation, A few hired ſycophants pretended 
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to be eager to draw his carriage ; the King 
ſtared and laughed; and the Prince en- 
deavored with might and main, by vio- 
lently nodding his head, and waving his 
hand, to aſſure the people of his grace and 
favor. 
Queen Juliana was, in the mean time, 
engaged in quieting the aſtoniſhed inha- 
bitants of the palace, and in trying to con- 
vince them of the neceſſity of the mea- 
ſures which had been adopted. She gave 
each of them a ſeparate interview; and en- 
deavored, by every means in her power, to 
perſuade them, that her conduct had been 
guided by the pureſt motives of regard for 
the King, and zeal for the welfare of the 
country. She expreiſed her readineſs to 
beſtow upon them proofs of her favor; and 
diſmiſſed them all with the moſt folemn 
aſſurances, that they would always find in 
her a friend and protectreſs. But her 

| flattering 
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flattering promiſes, and ſtudied condeſcen- 
ſion, was ſo interwoven with an evident 


conſciouſneſs of power, which ſhe could 
not ſuppreſs, and with ſo viſible a ſatiſ- 
faction in the triumph ſhe had obtained, 
that her true ſentiments could hardly be 
miſtaken. But honor and favor flowed 
now in a different channel; a new altar 
was erected to receive the offerings of ho- 
mage and ſervility; and it was too late to 
reſiſt an authority, which, by the moſt un- 
expected and ſudden victory, had rendered 
itſelf-, ſuperior to every other power in the 
ſtate. - One man only, far more ennobled 
by his charagter than his birth, a man bet- 
ter formed to Practiſe the private virtues 
of the citizen, than to ſhine in the in- 
trigues of a court, ventured to ſeize this 
opportunity, when he thought the heart 
of Juliana open to every noble and diſin- 
tereſied ſentiment, to remind her of Count 
G Oy 
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Bernſtorf, and even to expreſs an ardent 
wiſh for the recal of that great miniſter ; 
but the ſudden change the bare mention 
of his name produced in the countenance 
of Juliana, which ſhe in vain ſtrove to con- 
ceal, and the cold and affected gravity of 
her anſwer, clearly ſnewed him that the 
honeſty of his own heart had ſtrangely de- 
ceived him. 
On this day of terror and confuſion, no- 
thing was neglected that could poſſibly 
give a favorable colour to the violent 
changes that had taken place. Even the 
holy. name of religion was, in the moſt 
baſe and ſhameful manner, proftituted to 
deceive the multitude in reſpett to the true 
cauſes of the revolution ; and ſo iniquitous 
a meaſure alone ſhews, in their true 
light, the principles of thoſe who had con- 
ducted it. Public thankſgivings were or- 
dered to be held in all the churches; the 
venal 
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venal tongue of profane clergyvmen mixed 
with the praiſe of the Almighty the pur- 
chaſed lyes of defamation ; an unfortunate 
citizen was publicly accuſed of treaſon 
againſt his ſovereign, Struenſee was curſed 
as a regicide, and the deceived multitude 
thanked God for the deliverance of their 
Monarch from a danger to which he had 
never. been expoſed. The name of the 
reigning Queen was, without an order 
from the King; omitted in the public 
prayers, -and her character: blaſted- in the 
temple of truth by the. bold affertions of 
malicious falſehood ; the pulpit proclaimed 
| her the enemy of the tranquillity and hap- 
pineſs of the ſtate: and, to indulge a baſe 
revenge againſt innocence, the ſanctity of 


the temple of God was profaned. But 


why ſhould this excite our wonder ? Fa- 
naticiſm and ſelf-intereft had conſpired 
againſt her ; qualities wholly incompatible 
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with every idea of moderation and ratio- 
nal conduct. 

But night, and the hour of reflection, 
approached; a dangerous hour for thoſe 
whoſe actions dread the examination of cool 
judgment. The victorious party was aware 
of this; and a general illumination of the 
town was provided, to amuſe the minds of 
the inhabitants. This had its effect; the 
mob was in motion the whole night; the 
wild noiſe of tumult paſſed for the accla- 
mations of joy; but few were deceived by 
it. The ſtage rung with hired applauſe, 
but it was feebly re- echoed by the audi- 
ence; and the people in general (Who, far 
from being Joyful upon this occaſion,” was 
not even long quiet) took, a few days after- 
wards, a part in a ſcene at the court the- 
atre, which, though it was at firſt, ridicu- 
lous, became from its conſequences very 
ſerious, and plainly ſhewed that the minds 

[ of 
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of the people were in the greateſt fer- 
ment, and that their ſatisfaction with what 


had happened was very little to be relied 
upon. 50. #4) Fe og 

The day ſucceeding that of the revo- 
lution was fully taken up in beſtowing 
rewards upon thoſe, to whoſe exertions 


its ſucceſs was chiefly owing ; in taking 


the firſt ſteps againſt the victims of tri- 
umphant revenge; and in preparing for 
ſuch meaſures as were moſt likely to ſe- 
cure the advantages gained, and to con- 
ceal the nefarious means by which they 
had been acquired. Count Ranzau was 
created a Knight of the Order of the Ele- 
phant, and General of the Infantry; Köl- 
ler was inveſted with the Order of Dane- 
brog, raiſed to the rank of Lieutenant Ge- 
neral, and received letters of Daniſh nobi- 
lity, with the additional name of Banner, 
2 name formerly borne by an old noble 
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family, then extin& ; Eichſtadt was like- 
wiſe made Lieutenant General; and all the 
officers who had contributed to the ſucceſs 
of the revolution were raiſed one. ſtep. 
Count Often was commiſſioned to ſeize all 
the papers and effects of the priſoners, and 
to put them under his ſeal. Schumacher, 
who had been diſmiſſed by Struenſee from 
the office of Secretary of State, was re- 
called, and ordered to affiſt Count Often 
in the execution of his commiſſion. But 
the moſt important ſtep taken by Queen 
Juliana comes now under our conſidera- 
tion; a ſtep upon which all her ſubſequent 
meaſures were founded, and by which the 
regal power was entirely transferred into 
the hands of her ſon Prince Frederic and 
herſelf, 

But before we proceed in the hiſtory of 
a revolution, by which the perſon of the 
monarch, and the conſlitution of his do- 
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minions, were ſo materially affected, it may 


be neceſſary to delineãte the character of a 
Prince who was thereby raiſed to ſo ex- 
alted a ſphere of action. Prince Frederic 
is by nature endowed with no diſtinguiſh- 
ing qualification but. his high birth : he 
has a deformed perſon, a weak underſtand- 


ing, and a bad heart. The defects of his 


body he endeavors to conceal by an af- 
fefted ſplendor of dreſs; his want of under- 
ſtanding, by a cold and haughyy reſerve ; 
and his unfriendly diſpoſition, By ſorced 
and unnatural expreſſions of favor and con- 
deſcenſion. He is naturally timid and ir- 
reſolute; his conduct to thoſe from whom 
he has nothing to fear, is haughty and 
overbearing in the extreme, but humble 
and cowardly to ſuch as ſtand in the way 
of his deſigns. The ſmall ſtock of poli- 
tical knowledge which he poſſeſſes, is the 
acquirement of memory, not of judgment. 

O 4 Guldberg 
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Guldberg prepares and inſtructs him in tho 
part he is to act in the Council of State; 
and he repeats, with heſitation and uncer- 
tainty, what he has laboriouſly learnt by 
heart. If he is contradicted by any of the 
miniſters, he loſes the thread of his diſ- 
courſe; and a ſecond interruption entirely 
diſcompoſes him. Real merit he always 
treats with coldneſs, and often with en- 
vious contempt ; and the moſt trifling diſ- 
agreeable circumſtance excites his anger, 
and ſtimulates him to revenge. He hates 
the King, 1s ungrateful to his mother, and 
jealous and cold to his conſort, 

This is the Prince who, upon the reſto- 
ration of the Council of State under the 
title of the Privy Council, was placed at 
its head. By this council every concern of 
the ſtate was to be conſidered and decided. 
Old Count Thott, Baron Von Schak-Rath- 
lou who was recalled from his retirement 

to 
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to the country, Count Often, Count Ran- 
zau, and General Eichſtidt were the mem- 
bers of this council. A Council of War 
was alſo eſtabliſhed, conſiſting of Ran- 
zau, Eichſtädt, and Köller-Banner. Theſe 
ſteps being taken, Count Oſten invited 
all the foreign miniſters to him, in order 
to explain to them the changes which had 
happened at court; and he declared to 
them, in the name of the King, that the 
revolution which had taken place re- 
ſpected merely the royal family, but by 
no means affected the diſpoſition of his 
Majeſty to the different courts whom a 
repreſented. 

This declaration was received by all wich 
moſt reſerved and cold expreſſions of thanks. 
It was impoſſible that any honeſt ' man 


fhould have felt otherwiſe upon the occa- 


fron. The Engliſh ambaſſador behaved, 
in ſo critical a junctufe, with that dignity 
and 
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and prudence which was naturally expected 
from ſo wiſe and experienced a man : the 
moderation which at that time marked 
every one of his actions, is ſtill remem- 
bered in Copenhagen with the applauſe it 
deſerves. He faw, at one view, at what 
point his influence ceaſed ; but the mea- 
ſures he took in favor of Queen Matilda 
were ſuch as he could not only take with 
fafety, but were conducted with ſpirit and 
zeal. - His anſwer to Count Often was con- 
eiſe and determined: he ſeriouſly warned 
him of the conſequences that would enſue, 
if the perſon of the Queen were violated; 
and threatened the moſt dreadful ven- 
geance againſt the Daniſh Court, if the 
leaſt inſult were offered her. He imme- 
diately difpatched a courier to England, to 
acquaint his Britannic Majeſty with every 
circumſtance that had happened: he never 
EG in public; and only then fre- 

quented 


\ 
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quented the court, when his abſence would 
have been a breach of the neceſſary eti- | 


quette. 

The unfortunate MaTi.Da was in the 
mean time ſolitary, deſerted, and oppreſſed 
by the moſt exquiſite diſtreſs, and the moſt 
dreadful uncertainty of the fate deſtined 
for her. Her tears, the company of her 
infant daughter who never quitted her 
knees, and the melancholy ſatisfaction of 
indulging her grief undiſturbed by un- 


feeling witneſſes, were her only comforts; 
It was three days before her attendants; 


who began to be ſeriouſly apprehenſive for 
her life, could prevail upon her to take 


any nouriſhment, or to lie down upon her 


bed. The King had already forgotten 
her; and Queen Juliana and her ſon did 
all in their power to keep his mind from 
returning to an image which had once {6 
wholly occupied it. But ſtill they were 

uneaſy; 
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uneaſy; they feared leſt compaſſion for her 
ſufferings might as unexpectedly ſtart up 
in his mind, as any other of his whims; 
and he might, in ſuch a moment, give ſe- 
cret orders for her releaſe, or take ſteps 
dangerous to their power or ſafety. But 
they were ſtill. more apprehenſive that 
ſome one, equally bold and fortunate with 
_ themſelves, might oblige him to ſign ſuch 
papers as would roll back upon them- 
ſelves the fate they had prepared for their 
enemies. Their encroachments upon the 
royal authority had, by this time, ex- 
tended too far to leave room for heſitation 
in any thing they thought conducive to 
their intereſt. They therefore ſent an or- 
der to the Governor of Cronenburg, that 
in caſe he ſhould receive any orders from 
Copenhagen, relating to Queen Matilda, 
figned by the King, he ſhould return them 


immediately to the Council of State, with- 
out 
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out obeying them; and in general pay no 
attention to any commands, but ſuch as 
were ſigned by the members of the Coun- 
cil of State, whoſe duty it was. Similar 
orders, equally new, and derogatory to the 

majeſty of the King, were publicly ſent to 
all civil and military chiefs, and to the ſu- 
perior and inferior courts and offices, un- 
der the pretence of effectually preventing 
evil-minded perſons from counterfeiting 
his Majeſty's ſign manual, who might abuſe 


It, to the ſubverſion of all government. 


Could any meaſure be a more daring in- 
ſult to the unfortunate monarch than this ? 


or could he, by any means, be more de- 


graded in the eyes of his ſubjects? Loud 
complaints had been made againſt the ar- 
bitrary proceedings of Struenſee ; but thus 
far he had never carried his preſumption. 
He had never taught ſubjects to deſpiſe the 


ſignature of their-monarch ; under his ad- 
miniſtration 
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miniſtration it was ſtill the neceſſary and 
only mark of the validity of all laws, re- 
gulations, and orders. But now majeſty 
was deprived of its moſt ſacred rights, and 
robbed of every ſhadow of dignity and 
power. Ik is aftoniſhing that, notwith- 
ſtanding the imprudence which marked 
this daring meaſure, its ſucceſs was com- 
| plete; and it furniſhes a ſtriking inſtance 
| of the cold and indifferent chara cer of the 
Daniſh nation, and of the contemptible 
condition to which the monarch was re- 
duced. A ſtep ſtill more bold, a public 
acknowledgment of the incapacity of the 
Sovereign to guide the helm of govern- 
"Ni and a formal delegation of the royal 
power to Prince Frederic, as regent dur- 
ing the minority of the heir apparent, would 
have been, in the eyes of Europe, an act 
leſs inſulting to the majeſty of the King, 


and to the dignity of the nation. But, 
without 


4 
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without entering into the diſcuſſions of all 


the probable difficulties that might have 
ſtood in the way of ſuch a meaſure, there 
was one great obſtacle to its execution—the 
above-mentioned right of the nobility to 
ſhare the regency with the regent legally 


appointed; an obſtacle which, as it coun- 


teracted the ambitious views of Queen Ju- 
liana and her ſon, was inſurmountable, 
This circumftance is ſufficient to caſt a true 
light upon the cauſes of the revolution; 
and it plainly ſhews, that the King was 
taken from the hands of mild guardians, 
and thrown into a ſtate of the moſt abject 
ſubjection, which his envious governors did 
not even think it worth while to conceal 
from the public eye, by keeping up a plau- 


Nine commiſſioners were now appointed 


to examine the priſoners judicially. Count 
Struenſee, the Miniſter of Finance his bro- 
ther, 
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ther, and Count Brandt, were put in irons. 
Colonel Falkenſchiold was thrown into 
a narrow and damp dungeon; in which 
failors were uſually confined for mutiny. 
The unhealthineſs of the place threw him 
into violent convulſions, and his life was 
in the utmoſt danger. A petition was 
therefore preſented to Prince Frederic, 
praying that the Colonel might be re- 
moved to a leſs unwholeſome priſon : but 
he rejected it ; and added, with a diſdain- 
ful ſmile, «©. A man who has fought with 
Turks ought to be ſufficiently hardened 
* to bear ſuch a ſituation.” Old General 
Gude, who had been impriſoned, chiefly 
from a fear that he might raiſe the gar- 
riſon againſt the conſpirators, was libe- 
rated; and Lady Göhler was releaſed from 
her confinement in the citadel, and put 
under cloſe arreſt in her own houſe. A 


number of perſons of all ranks, who were 
ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected of diſaffected ſentiments,” were 


© baniſhed; ſome from the city, others from 
the kingdom. A double number of centi- 
nels were placed before the priſons which 
contained the principal victims; and the 


mining the letters and other papers that 
were found in their dwellings: Jo 11 
; The Britiſn Miniſter about this time re- 
ceived his firſt inſtructions from the court 
of London. The Daniſnh cabinet did not 
however ſeem uneaſy on this head; but 
hoped that, however great might be the 
diſpleaſure of the Britiſſ Monarch upon 
this occaſion, the [nation at large would 
hardly be brought to interfere, and that 
of courſe no danger was to be apprehended 
from his anger. The ambaſſador received 
likewiſe a letter, which he was ordered to 
deliver to the King of Denmark from his 
e, By what has tranſpired 
3 concern- 


commiſſioners began their work in exa- 
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concerning its contents, we can affirm that, 
though it | expreſſed the utmoſt grief at 
what had happened, no menaces were uſed 
againſt the inſtruments of the revolution: 
the fate of the Quten was left to the King, 
provided nothing were attempted injurious 
to her perſon, or derogatory to her high 
birth and rank. Tlir voridudt uf che am- 
baſſador was liktwiſe INN a by 
his court. 05 
But So FM the mid terms in 
which this letter was. written, Mr. Keith 
declared to Count Oſten that he had or- 
ders to quit Copenhagen immediately, if 
à divorce ſhiould be decreed: between the 
Queen and her husband. This menace 
had not the leaſt effect upon che ineaſures 
of her enemies. The reſolution which de- 
cided her fate Was already raken; but a 
formal trial was næceſſary, to pronounce 
che ſentence, not to determint upon it. 
n Her 
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Her enemies were too inveterate to ſhew 


her the leaſt tenderneſs, too unfeeling to 
pity her, and tao elevated by ſuceefs to 
fear the conſequences of their revenge. It 
was however reſolved, that the trial of the 
Queen ſhould be ſeparated” from that of 
the other priſoners, that it ſhould be held 
ſecretly, and that the documents ſhould be 
communicated to the court of London. 
The buſineſs of the trial of Struenſee 
and his friends was now ſerioufly under- 
taken: but to enter into the detail of all 
the judicial proceedings, would be as te- 
dious, as it is unneceffary, to the reader. 


But, before I proceed to give an account 


of the final determination of this great 
cauſe, it may be proper to premiſe ſome 
oy obſcrvations upon the charges, which, after 
long and laborious enquiry, were exhibited 
againſt Counts Struenſee-and Brandt. If I 
n interrupt the ſeries of my narrative, 
. P 2 I hope 
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T hope I ſhall be excuſed, as it will tend to 
throw a clearer light upon what follows. 
The ſentence directed to be pronounced 
againſt Struenſee and Brandt by the com- 
| miſſioners appointed to examine their caſe, 
| | was ſuch as to decide, at the ſame time, 
| the fate of all their friends and adherents, 
| In order therefore to puniſh the latter with 
ſome appearance of juſtice, it was neceſ- 
fary to convict them of crimes Aagrant 
enough to render the very connexion with 
the culprit equally criminal. No pains - 
were therefore ſpared to accumulate the 
accuſations, and to contrive ſome charge 
"againſt them, upon which a ſentence of 
death could be well founded. They and 
| theirfriends were therefore frequently called 
1 forth, and underwent long and tedious ex- 
aminations. The fortitude of Struenſee 
ſoon forſook him, but Brandt and Berger 
preſerved an unſhaken firmneſs of mind. 
| ' Every 


1 
| 
| 
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Every perſon who had been, in the moſt 
diſtant manner, connected with them, was 
rigorouſly examined; and proofs of their 
guilt were ſearched: for with no leſs in- 
duſtry than difficulty. The charges were 
at laſt produced, conſiſting of accuſations 


that were either falſe, doubtful, or ridi- 


culous; but upon the ſtrength of which a 
ſentence was pronounced, which muſt in- 
volve for ever the characters of thoſe who 
were concerned in it, in infamy and diſ- 
grace. | | 
The principal charges againſt . 
Struenſee were the following: 2 
I. A horrid deſign againſt the life = "his 
* ſacred Majeſty. * 
II. An attempt to —_ the King to 
reſign his crowo(çn 
III. A criminal connection Wiel the 


Queen. 0 
3 Iv. The 
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IV. The improper manner in which he 
had educated the Prince Royal. 
V. The great power and decifive influ- 
ence he had acquired in the n. 
ment of the ſtate. ly 4 | 
VI. The manner in which be uſed this 
power and influence in the nn 
tion of affairs. 
IT! he two firſt of theſe e were en- 
tirely falſe, and they were ſtruck from the 
charges finally exhibited againſt him by 
the Fiſcal General Wiver, as his worſt 
enemies did not venture to bring them to 
the proof; and indeed common ſenſe muſt 
ſafficiently ſew their futility. Struenſee 
muſt have been not only a ſtupid, but an 
mliane ſtateſman, had he ever attempted 
to deſtroy the life, or ſubvert the power, 
of the King. He would thereby have 
thrown down the only pillar that ſupported + 
$ El his 
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his on power, and have deprived himſelf 
of a protection, under which alone he 
cauld be feared by his enemies. But why 
ſhould I waſte time in attempting to re- 
fute ſuch allegations? To compare them 
with every circumſtance attending the re- 
volution, is alone ſuſſicient to ſhew the 
reaſons why they were made, and the baſis 
upon which they were founded. The 
people were ſtill cold and indifferent; and 
it was neceſſary to inflame the minds of 


men in general againſt the devoted victims 


of perſonal revenge. Nothing could do this 
more effectually, than to ſpread reports of 
this kind; and, by employing a conſider- 
able time in hearing and examining the 
accuſations, to give them a color of truth, 
and render them generally believed. The 
populace, to be convinced, muſt be in- 
flamed ; and the judges of Struenſee made 
good uſe of this political maxim, in con- 

P 4 triving, 
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triving, by various methods, to eee 

the public againſt him. IO 
The third article contains, pethops the 
only charge againſt Struenſee, upon which 
ſtrict juſtice could have pronounced ſen- 
tence. This weak and irreſolute man, de- 
preſſed by misfortune, terrified by being 
threatened with the moſt excruciating tor- 
tures of the rack, confuſed by the artful 
and ambiguous queſtions put to him, and 
perhaps enticed by a faint hope, that the 
only means of eſcape left him, would be 
to make his cauſe the cauſe! of the Queen 
made, upon his examination on February 
the 21ſt, a confeſſion, delivered with all the 
confuſion natural to a diſtracted mind, by 
which he highly impeached the character 
of the Queen, and caſt a melancholy ſhade 
over a certain period of her life. This con- 
feſſion was a new crime, which rouſed the 
indignation of every honeſt mind againſt 
him; 
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him: but, in the diſtracted ſtate of his mind 
at that time, he, was wholly incapable of 


one manly action. 

The education of the Prince Royal, for 
which Struenſee, inſtead of puniſhment, de- 
ſerved the higheſt reward; was exhibited 


againſt him, in the fourth article, as a crime 


of the deepeſt dye. Such an accuſation 
could only be made by deeply rooted pre- 
judice.' Every man of common ſenſe 


ought to poſſeſs ſufficient ſtrength of mind, 


let prejudice be ever ſo venerable for its 


antiquity, to ſhake off its chains; and not 


to ſacrifice, -with the moſt ridiculous ſcru- 
puloſity, and the moſt immovable obſti- 
nacy, reaſon and ſound judgment to every 
habit or method bequeathed to him by his 
anceſtors. In the eye of prejudice, every 
flight of genius appears audacious and 
dangerous; every ſalutary regulation, if 
new, ſeems a criminal innovation; and 
Th every 
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every fooliſh and pernicious. cuſtom, if 
ſanctioned by antiquity, is adorable and 
ſacred. Unleſs the power of prejudice be 
overcome, mankind muſt for ever wander 
in error and uncertainty, Theſe conſi- 
derations are here by no means out of 
place, but naturally reſult from the charge 
of which I am now ſpeaking. The man- 
ner in which the Prince was educated 
was undoubtedly new, and could not but 
appear very ſtrange to that claſs of men, 
who, by indolence or ſtupidity, are chajned 
to the uſages and opinions of the laſt cen- 
tury. This claſs of men is perhaps more 
numerous in Denmark than in any other 
European ſtate: they decided without judg- 
ment; viewed the conduct of Struenſee, in 
this reſpect, with jealouſy; and complained 
aloud of the dangerous innovation. To 
this claſs of men belonged the judges of 
Struenſee, if we ſuppoſe them to have been 


convinced 
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convinced that in this particular he was 
to blame; but we muſt rank them much 
lower, if they brought forward this accu- 
fation merely to accumulate the charges 
againſt him, and to render him an object 
of public hatred. The principles upon 
which the education of the Prince was 
conducted, muſt appear to an enlightened 
mind to merit neither puniſhment nor ridi- 
cule. Before he came into the hands of 
Struenſee, the young Prince had a ſtrong 
tendency to the rickets; he was ſickly, 
peevith, low-ſpirited, indolent, timid; and 
obſtinate; in a word, the moſt ſtupid and 
ungovernable child imaginable. But in a 
yery ſhort time he recovered a degree of 


ſtrength, naturally to be expected from the | 


bodily exerciſe he took ; his health was 
firmly eſtabliſhed ; his inoculation was at- 
tended with the greateſt ſucceſs; he ſoon 
learned to deſpiſe the aſſiſtance of nurſes, 
ns and 
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ang other female attendants; and grew 
ſtrong, active, and careful in his behavior, 
By degrees he entirely loſt that ſervile timi- 
dity ſo natural to children brought up un- 
der the ſcourge of unneceſſary admonition 
and correction; he grew more docile and 
5 lively, ſuewed attention to what was taught 
him, and made obſervations ſcarcely to be 
expected from his tender years. This can- 
did and true ſtate of the caſe renders it 
unneceſſary to make any further remarks 
upon this charge. Truth, corroborated 
by ſuch facts, muſt be ſuperior to every at- 
tack of falſehood and ſlander. 

The power and influence acquired by 
Struenſee in the affairs of Denmark, and 
the uſe he made of his power, formed the 
two laſt charges againſt him. Every one 
acquainted with the character and diſpo- 
ſition of his enemies, muſt be-inclined to 
think, that not one of them would have 
made 


COUNTS STRUENSEE AND BRANDT 221 


made uſe of the power annexed to the ſame 
elevated ſituation, with the ſame degree of 
wiſdom and penetration in the adminiſtra- 
tion of public affairs, or with the fame 
difintereſtedneſs in regard to the private 
advantages to be derived from it. The 
ſketch I have given of his ſudden elevation? 
of his bold meaſures for the reformation 
both of the external and internal politics. 
of Denmark, of the principles upon which 
he acted, and of the general tenor of his 
conduct, is, I think, ſufficient to clear him 
of the two laſt accuſations. | 
Struenſee owed: the diſtinguiſhed rank 
he enjoyed” entirely to the favor of his 
monarch, and to the confidence he repoſed 
in his talents and abilities. Theſe charges 
therefore fall upon the King, rather than 
upon the man who was ſo fortunate as to 
poſſeſs his favor and confidence in ſo great 
a degree; and, in the mouth of his judges, 
they 
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they became a daring, and, in a ſubject; 
criminal diſapprobation of the conduct of 


the monarch, by which his Majeſty was 
publicly inſulted, This was therefore a 


ſubject upon which a proper ſenſe of loy- 


alty ought to have kept them ſilent, if 


even the juſteſt charge could have been 
made againſt him. But, beſides this, his 
judges were too unſkilled in politics to be 
able to comprehend, much leſs to decide 
upon, the merit or demerit of his political 
actions; and, in their examinations reſpect- 
ing this charge, they purſued aline of con- 
duct worthy of their ignorance : they made 
general groundleſs complaiats; but kept 


carefully off from any analyſis of parti- 


cular conjunctures. We muſt alſo con- 
ſider that, during the adminiſtration of 
Struenſee, nothing was tranſacted but what 
received the immediate ſanction of the 


King. The orders by which the Council 
of 
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of State as aboliſhed,” by which Struenſee 
was raiſed to the high rank he enjoyed, 
and by which. every other change and re- 
gulation was effected, that formed the 
liſt of ctimes againſt the ſtate! laid to His 
charge were either ſigned or written by 
che King. To condemn theſe meaſures as 
pernicious or criminal, was to accuſe thr 
King either of wilful tiegle& of the in- 
tereſts of his ſubjects, or to declatt him at 
once inſane. Such was: the conduct of tlie 
judges of Struenſee; and to ſuch men were 
entruſted the lives, the property; the ho- 
nor, and the reputation of his Majeſty's 


ſubjects: What could dien be ee 
their decifion ? : 03 94107 10 Ae 
I the ignorance 8 lets e 
peared ſo very evident in the enquiry! into, 
and deciſion upon, his political actions, and 
ied them into ſo embarraſſing a dilemma, 
it mult be acknowledged that their envy, 

AY and 


224 ELUCIDATION OF THE HISTORY Of 


and their ſo much. boaſted zeal, - had a 
wide field to range in, in the conſideration 
and examination of his private actions. 
But even here they loſt themſelves in 
abſurd and ridiculous accuſations, which 
they even carried ſo far, as to take notice 
of every trifling preſent accepted by him 
from the King, as of a crime againſt tbe 
ſtate. The greateſt number of theſe charges 
bore with them a very ſtrong internal evi- 
| dence of their origin the fruitful inven- 
tion of malice; and are alone ſufficient to 
throw a true light upon the motives that 
Produced the final ſentence paſſed upon 
Struenſee and his friends. It. Is therefore 
worth our while to repreſent ſome of their 
leading features in their proper colors. 
At that time hen it ſeemed: the prin- 
cipal wiſh of the King to render himſelf 
agreeable to his conſort, when Struenſee 


2 0 his moſt unbounded favor, when 
Brandt 
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Brandt was his chief companion, and Fal- 
kenſchiold enjoyed great influence at court, 
the King had preſented the Queen with 
ten thouſand dollars, Struenſee and Brandt 
with frxty thouſand each, and Falkenſchiold 
with two thouſand, Brandt had the ſame 
day returned thanks for this mark of royal 
favor; and the King had anſwered, & That 
* he thought it but juſt that his ſer- 
< vices ſhould be rewarded, and his fortune 
* rendered more eafy,' and ſuiteable to bis 
« rant. Theſe preſents, which together 
amounted to one hundred and thirty-two 
thaufand dollars, were regularly brought 
to account in the book of the King's pri- 
vate expences for the months of April and 
May 1771, in the uſual manner; and, in 
examining the private papers of Struenſee, 
they were found exactly to agree with this 
account in every particular. But as his 
fortune, and that of his friend Brandt, had 

5 8 been, 
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been, by this donation; ſo / confiderably 
augmented, his enemies eagerly laid hold 
of this opportunity, to charge him with 
the embezzlement of ſo large a ſum. 
The following ſtatement of this tranſac- 
tion was accordingly drawn up, and made 
the foundation of the accuſation. The 
King was allowed to have given the Queen 
10,000 dollars, and to Struenſee and Brandt 
6, oo0 dollars each, and no more; ſo that 
the total amount of the money thus given, 
would have been 22,000 dollars. Struenſee 
was then ſaid to have added to the ſums 
given to him and to Brandt the cypher o, by 
which a total was produced of 1 30,000 dol- 
lars. In order to change the former total 
of 22,000 into this ſum, nothing was 
eaſier than to add the figure 1 to the total, 
and, by a ſlight alteration of the firſt 2, to 
convert it into 3; and in order to ſave the 
trouble of 1 the ſecond 2, Stru- 
| | enſee 
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enſee was charged with having transferred 
2,000 dollars to his friend Falkenſchiold, 
which at once completed the ſum of 
132, oo dollars. Notwithſtanding the in- 
genuity with which this ſtory was fabri- 
cated, and the credit given to it by many 
of the enemies of the fallen mĩniſter, every 
impartial man thought it highly ridicu- 
lous. Even Wiver, in his report of the 
trial and ſentence of Struenſee, adduces no 
other proof of ſo important a forgery than 
this: « It ſeems,” ſays he, © very incre- 
6 dible, that at a time when his Majeſty 
preſented the Queen with no more than 
„ 10,000 dollars; he ſhould: have given 

© to two of his ſubjects ſums ſo much 
e more conſiderable; and, beſides: this, 
ce the account itſelf is of ſuch a nature, 
« as to render it highly probable that it bas 
et been altered and fal/ified.” 


c 


A 
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Struenſee, who in general ſhewed but 
little fortitude during his examinations, 
ſtrenuouſly denied this charge; and there 
can be no doubt but that the whole was a 
malicious fabrication of his judges : and 
is it, in fact, aſtoniſhing or incredible, 
that a King ſhould preſent his miniſter, 
into whoſe hands he had committed the 
ſole direction of the affairs of govern» 
ment, and whoſe fortune was very inferior 
to the elevated poſt he held, with a ſpe- 
cific ſum, ſufficient. to raiſe him above a 
ſituation incompatible with the dignity of 
his office? Is a preſent of 60,000 dollars 
to a favorite, a thing ſo very extraordi- 
nary, when accompanied with the expreſs 
declaration of the monarch, that he there- 
by meant to place him in more eaſy cir- 
cumftances than he was before? and who, 
but a man blinded by prejudice, could 
compare the friendly preſent of a Prince to 
| his 
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his conſort, with a dohation purpoſely in- 
tended to enrich a ſubject who enjoyed his 
higheſt fayor ? Beſides theſe conſiderations, 
the thanks of Brandt, and the anſwer of 
the King, were publicly delivered, and ge- 
nerally known. The figures of the four 
ſums, including the preſent made to Fal- 
kenſchiold, were written by the ſame hand, 
and with the ſame ink, in the account-book ; 
the King was accuſtotned to ſign the ac- 
counts (as appeared by all his precetlidg and 
ſubſequent ſignatures) cloſe under che laſt 
line, ſo that there was no room for the in- 
terpolation of the preſent made to Falken- 
ſchiold. The balance was regularly car- 
ried forward into the next account, and 
its apptopriation regularly ſigned by the 
King. Baron Schimmelman, who paid the 
money, and who afterwards placed it in 
the public funds, had received regular no- 

tice of theſe preſents from Struenſee, which 


2 would 
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would hardly have been entruſted to him, 
had the miniſter been conſcious of having 
made a fraudulent entry in the public ac- 
counts. But the ſtrongeſt refutation of 
this charge is this That the ſame judges, 
who convicted Struenſee of this forgery, 
made it a charge againſt Brandt, that he 
had accepted a preſent from tbe Ning, to 
the enormous amount of 60, oo0 dollars: 
they alone were able to make this pre- 
ſent of the King, and the forgery of Stru- 
enſee in favor of his friend, agree together. 
But there was ſtill a proof of this 
charge, by which they hoped to render it 
incontrovertible. The account itſelf, and 
the proofs of its inctedibility, were laid 
before the King himſelf, and much pains 
taken to convince him that he never could 
have made ſo conſiderable a preſent to a 
fabje& ; to which he anſwered; “ That he 
te could not recollect ever to have given 

OW 1 ec away 
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* away ſo large a ſum of money at once.” 
But'whoever has paid any attention to what 
I have already ſaid concerning the debili- 
tated ſtate of the King's mind, can eaſily 
judge how much ſuch evidence ought to 
have weighed in the ſcale of juſtice, in 
which nothing but poſitive proofs of guilt 
ought to affect the life of a man. 3 

I now come to the principal charges 
made againſt Count Brandt. Were I to 
analize theſe accuſations in all their parts, 
I ſhould exhibit a picture very little ſuited 
to the gravity of my ſubject ; ſo very ridi- 
culous mult they appear, in whatever 
point of view they are conſidered. 

The complaints againſt him reſted upon 
actions in the higheſt degree trifling, am- 
bigueus, or fictitious, or upon ſuch little 
failings as ſeem inſeparable from human 
nature, and which might with equal juſ- 
tice haye been charged upon any other 
individual: 


232 ELUCIDATION OF THE HISTORY/OP 


individual: they were more founded upon 
intentions of which: he was ſ{uſpected;;than 
upon any baſe action that cauld be 
proved upon him. He was accuſed of 
having been wholly: devoted to Struenſee; 
of having endeavored, by every method 
he could deviſe, to remove from the 
King's perſon every one who ſeemed diſ- 
affected to his party; of diſreſpectful and 
inſulting behaviour to Prince Frederic, 
when; in the capacity: of Inſpector of the 
Theatres, he requeſted him to retirefrom 
the King” s box, and tb take his feat in 
another; and, finally, of having accepted 
the ſum of 60,006 dollars. All thefe com- 
plaints were, in the eyes of his judges, ſo 
many crimes committed againſt the public 
welfare. But they would {till have found it 
difficult to pronounce à ſentence of death 
upon them, had they not had one charge in 
reſerve, which was ſtated to be the higheſt 
and 
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and moſt unpardonable crime againſt: the 
ſacred perſon of his Majeſty- Upon this 
charge the ruin of the unfortunate Count 
was built; and in the hiſtory of this ſtrange 
revolution, abounding in uncommon occur- 
rences, this charge is nat one of the leaſt 
remarkable circumſtances. | okt. en 
* While the King was playing in his 
ce uſual manner with Count Brandt, the 
* Count bit his Majeſty's finger. 
This is the horrid deed that coſt Brands 
his life: but in theſe plain words the 
crime was not expreſſed, when heard and 
judged upon by the Commiſſioners, {+ A 
pompous accumulation of words painted it 
in the moſt dreadful colors. It was re- 
preſented as a nefarious; conſpiracy of 
Struenſet and Brandt, to avenge the honor 
of the latter, which had been affected by 
2 ſarcaſtic: obſervation of the King. 
Struenſee . Brandt to the "—_—_ | 
aqa * 4 
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act: Brandt took care to ſend the attend. 
ants out of the way; he then fell upon 
the defenceleſs Monarch, collared him, 
and committed the groſs violation of his 
ſacred perſon. I here inſert the very 
words of the ſinal deciſion of the Com- 


miſſioners, from the copy printed by them 


after the execution of the priſoners. | 
Brandt, ſtung by ſome ſatirical obſer- 
ce vations of the King, reſolved to be re- 
r venged. He diſcovered his deſign to 
r Count Struenſee, and by his aſſiſtance 


«formed the horrid plan. The time and 


t the manner of the attack were deter- 
et fined upon; the weapons to be uſed. 


ec againſt the Monarch, were provided; 


r but, upon more mature deliberation, 
ce they were laid aſide. Struenſee brought 
«the news, that the King was alone: 


ec Brandt ordered the attendants to quit 


et dhe anti- chamber, entered the King's 
* apartment, 
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apartment, and bolted the door. He 
ee then addrefſed the monarch in the moſt 
« inſulting language, and forced him to 
* a violent mode of reſentment; upon 
« which he collared him, wounded him 
in the neck, and bit his finger. 


Such a charge raiſed the indignation of 


every honeſt man; it ſeemed an inſult to 


the King, and wholly ridiculous as a 
charge againſt Brandt. It was univerſally 


laughed at, and no where believed. But 
it was for this crime that Brandt ſuffered 


a cruel and ignominious deat gn 


Such were the charges exhibited againſt 
theſe unfortunate men, by judges previ- 
ouſly reſolved upon their death. They 
found no difficulty in condemning them, 
for that was the purport of their commiſ- 
ſion; but they were much at a loſs in 
what manner they ſnhould draw up the 


ſentence of their condemnation. They 
dared 
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dated not ſo much as mention the only 
crime of which Struenſee confeſſed himſelf 
guilty ; and they could not but feel, that 
hy no other action he, much leſs his fel- 
lo priſoner, had deſerved death. Much 
time was, therefore, ſtill employed in 
fearching for additional charges againſt 
deeaigini os Damodt 13th nur Bognor! wi 
- Four commiſſioners were now appointed 
to proceed to the principal part of this 
great cauſe, upon which it was neceſſary 
to decide, in order to infure ſtability to 
the ſucceſs of the revolution. The com- 
miſ̃oners were, old Count THorr, Baron 
ScfAk-RATHLAU, both members of the 
Council of State; Baron JvzL-Wiwp, 
Chief Juſtice of the Supreme Court; and 
the Solicitor-General, STampe. On the 
ach of March they proceeded to Cronen- 
burg, to examine the Queen Matilda; 
and Baron Schak-Rathlau was appointed 
Jh t 
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to take the lead in this important examina+ 


tion. A long and tedious ſeries of days 
ſpent in the moſt gloomy ſolitude, the 
moſt exquiſite diſtreſs, and tormenting 
ſuſpenſe, had not yet broke the ſpirit of 
this noble Princeſs. She received the 


commiſſioners with an unaffected dignity, 


which diſplayed in its full extent the 
ſtrength of her ſoul. A long ſtring of 
captious and diſtreſſing queſtions which 
were put to her, were not able to diſcon- 
cert her; her anſwers were ſhort, per- 
tinent, and preciſe ; ſhe. calmly inſiſted, 
that ſhe 'could not reproach herſelf, with 
any crime: and her unexpected fortitude 
and coolneſs threw the Commiſſioners into 
the utmoſt | embarraſſment, The cun- 
ning Schak ſaw plainly that he muſt in 
vain attempt to cope with the underſtand- 
ing of the Queen; but he hoped that 
ber heart was not equally proof againſt his 
ſubtlety : 
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ſubtlety: and he promiſed himſelf as com- 
plete ſucceſs in an attack upon the tender- 
neſs of her diſpoſition, as ſhe had in de- 
feating his ſophiſtical reaſoning: He 
therefore made uſe of a ſtratagem, in or- 
der to procure from her that confeſſion, 
which alone could give validity to the 
ſentence they were previouſly determined 
to pronounce, that led him to an action, 
by which his name will be for ever 
branded with infamy. He was no more 
that noble- minded man, who formerly had 
facrificed rank, dignity, and riches, ra- 
ther than ſubmit to be a member of 2 
Board, the long eſtabliſned rights of which 
were infringed upon; he was now a ſup- 
ple courtier, ready to go upon any ſer- 
vice by which he could inſure to himfelf 
favour, influence, or money; he had loſt 
all the ſtrength of his mind; every noble 


feature in his character was effaced; he 
was 
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was ready to flatter the powerful, to inſult 
the weak, and to deceive the unſuſpecting. 
A long and painful diſorder had rather de- 


ranged his underſtanding; and being | 


weary. of hopeleſs poverty, he ſtooped to 
the baſeſt means of acquiring wealth, and 
by degrees loſt the good opinion of every 
honeſt man. His conduct upon the pre- 
ſent occaſion completed the portrait J have 
drawn of his character. WE > 7:11 

He abruptly informed the Queen, that 
Count Struenſee, in his examination on the 
21ſt of February, had made a confeſſion 
highly diſgraceful to the honor and dignity 
of her Majeſty. © Impoſſible !” cried the 


aſtoniſhed Matilda; Struenſee never could 


{ make ſuch a confeſſion; and, if he did, 
1 deny every thing he has ſaid.“ Schak 
was too cunning to ſuffer her to recover 
from her fright and aſtoniſhment ;- but 
added immediately, that Struenſee had not 
only 
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only actually made this confeflion, but 
had confirmed it in his examination on 
the following day, and had even ſigned it: 
but that, as the Queen denied its truth, no- 
thing but the moſt excruciating tortures, 
and the moſt ignominious death, could 
atone for ſo groſs a violation of the may 
of the Queen of Denmark. Tie 

This was a thunder-bolt to the unfor- 
tunate Princeſs; ſhe fell ſenſeleſs back 
upon her chair; her color left her cheeks, 
and a deadly paleneſs occupied its place. 
Her regard for her honor ſtruggled vio- 
lently with her feelings. She at laſt reco- 
vered ; and ſaid, with a faultering voice, 
© And if I confeſs what Struenſee has ſaid 
eto be true, may he then hope for mergy 
* at the hand of his judges?” She at the 
| ſame time caſt her beautiful eyes at' Count 
Schak, with a look full of fear and hope, 


and expreſſive of every thing her lips dared 
not 


not to utter. The countenance of Schak | 


immediately cleared up; he bowed aſſent, 

ia a manner which the Queen might inter- 
pret as favorably. as ſhe pleaſed ; and pre- 
ſented to her a, paper, containing the ac- 
cuſations againſt herſelf, to which nothing 


was wanting to comꝑlete the triumph of 
her enemies, but her, ſignature. This 


dreadful, inſtrument of her deſtruction re- 


newed in the mind of, the Queen the moſt 


violent emotion, and her whole frame was 
in che greateſt agitatign. Suddenly ſhe 
ſeemed. to exert hex utmoſt fortitude; ſhe 
took a. pen and began, with, trembling 
hand, to write her, name. | She had al- 
ready finiſhed the letters CaRoL—— when 
caſting a glance at Schak, -ſhe ſaw his 
&Fes eagerly fixed upon her hand z he trem- 


bled with impatience, ;and; etre in 


his face the malicious joy of triumphant 
| treachery, . In à moment ſhe was con- 


aul 
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vinced of the baſe arts practiſed againſt 
her; ſhe threw away the pen, and cried with 
the ſtrongeſt emotion, J am ſhamefully 
« decerved ; Struenſee never accuſed me; 
© know him too well; he never could 
« have been guilty of ſo great a crime.” 
—She endeavored to riſe, but her ſtrength 
failed her; ſhe ſunk down, fainted, and fell 
back into her ſeat. With the moſt im- 
pudent audacity Schak then immediately 
took up the pen, put it between her fingers, 
and graſping her hand in his, he guided 
it; and before the unfortunate Princeſs 
again recovered, - ſhe had added the let- 
ters ——ina MaTiLDa to the former 
CaroL——. The Commiſſioners imme- 
diately departed, and left her alone. Their 
ſudden diſappearance had the moſt dread- 
ful effect upon the mind of the Queen; 
ſhe at once foreſaw the whole of her ter- 
rible misfortunes, She ſwooned away ſuc- 
| ceflively 
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ceſſively for a conſiderable time, grew 
dangerouſly ill, and it was with difficulty 
her life was ſaved. | 
The Commiſſioners appointed to en- 
quire into the crimes and miſdemeanors of 
Counts Struenſee and Brandt, and of their 
adherents, having finiſhed their examina- 
tions, an extraordinary Grand Tribunal 
was created to try the cauſe of the reigning 
Queen, and to pronounce ſentence upon her. 
Each of its members received previous in- 
ſtructions, according to which he was re- 
quired to give his vote. The final ſentence 
upon the Queen was already drawn up, and 
her fate decided long before the Court of 
Trial met; but the moment in which this 
ſentence was to be paſſed and made public, 
threatened ſo much danger to the royal fa- 
mily, was of ſo much importance to the in- 
tereſts of Denmark, and would naturally ſo 
excite the attention of all Europe, that it 
nice R 2 was 
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vas neceſſary to hide the true motives that 
dictated this ſentence, in as much outward 
parade, and ſpecious ſhew of juſtice, as poſ- 
fible. Nothing was therefore neglected by 
vrhich an appearance of conſcientious im- 
partiality could be added to this mock tri- 
bunal. It was made to conſiſt of thirty-five 
members, among whom were the Biſhop of 
Copenhagen, and four other ſpiritual-mem- 
bers ; the four; miniſters of ſtate, Counts 
Thott and Often, Baron Schak-Rathlau, 
and Admiral Romling;' the members of 
the commiſſion by which the other pri- 
ſoners had been examined; the members 
of the Supreme Court of Juſtice, who did 
not ſit upon that commiſſion; two Officers 
ofithe Infantry, and two of the, Navy a 
few Counſellors of State, and a City Ma- 
giſtrate. Mr. URL DAL, Advocate of che 
Supreme Court, a man eminent both fo: 
NON learning and great eloquence, wat 

7 pl. appointed 
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appointed to defend the cauſe of the Queen. 
All the members of the tribunal, as well 
as the counſel for and againſt the Queen; 


were releaſed: from every other judicial ob- 


ligation. But all theſe plauſible prepara» 
tions were without effect; nobody was do- 
ceĩved; and the event only JN the 
public expectationn 0 
The firſt ſeſſion of this a 
bunal was held on the 24th of March. The 
Advocate OrAs Lund Banc, Who con- 

| ducted the accuſation” againſt the Queen, 
roſe, in the name of the King; and after 
having expatiated upon the crimes ſhe 
ſtood charged with, in a long ſpeech, in 
which he very frequently exceeded all 


bounds of moderation, decency, and re- 


ſpect, he concluded by requeſting, thut a 
ſentence of divorce: from the bed of her 
Lord might be pronounced againſt her. 
Her:Majefty's advocate then prayed that 
2143 3 a delay 
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a delay of eight or ten days might be 
granted him, that he might have ſufficient 
time to conſult with the Queen upon the 
© beſt mode of conducting her defence. His 
requeſt was acceded to; and, by permiſ- 
ſion of the court, UI DAL repaired imme- 
diately to Cronenburg, where he had a 
long, an important, and a very intereſting 
converſation with his royal client. 

The ſituation of the Queen was diſtreſſ- 
ing beyond deſcription. Young, beauti- 
ful, bleſſed by nature, and accompliſhed = 
by education, with every thing that could 
render her ſuſceptible of the moſt refined 
happineſs throughout life, ſne now ſtood 
upon the very margin of a gulph, which 
wWas ready to ſwallow up every thing that 
could be dear to her—het honor, her rank, 
her peace of mind; one moment was to 
rob her of her children, her huſband; and 
| Her throne; and that ſhe ſhould ſurvive 

93 4 c this 
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this calamitous change, was a conſideration 
fraught with new horror. Her ſenſibility 


rendered her capable of feeling her miſery 
in its utmoſt extent; and the expreſſions 


in which ſhe depicted the excruciating ap- 
prehenſions of her mind to Uhldal, fully 
ſhewed with what acuteneſs ſhe felt them. 
l ſhould be inconſolable,” ſaid ſhe among 
others, © if the moſt trifling of my actions 
cc could have tended in the leaſt to the 
« diſhonor or diſadvantage of the King 
« and the ſtate. I have perhaps been im- 
1 prudent, but have never meant ill; 
© and in thoſe points in which I have 
« failed, my youth, and the ſtrange cir- 
ec cumſtances in which I was placed, ought 
« to plead my apology. I was too ſecure 


A 


c 
« and this ſecurity may have led me into 
ce error. If the laws of my country con- 


„ demn me, it is my duty humbly to ac- 
„ « quieſce 


of the ſuſpicion or cenſure of the world, 
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* ꝗtieſce in their ſentence; but in the 
* mouth of my judges, I truſt their rigor 
e vill be ſoftened by humanity; and this 
«affords me great comfort. But when I 

| s confider' that my King, my ' huſband, 
ce muſt confirm their ſentence, then, then 
e my languiſhing hopes revive—he will 
ec ſurely never deſert me, nor caſt me from 
c him into endleſs miſery and deſpair?” 
Her tears and ſighs frequently interrupted 
this moving addreſs; at laſt ſhe found ſonie 
relief from the acuteneſs of her feelings, in 
her weakneſs to ſupport them, rather than 
in a diminution of her diſtreſs. She ſpoke 
to Uhldal in a more tranquil tone, and 
conſulted with him upon the beſt means by 
which her cauſe could be defended; 
The ſecond ſeſſion of the Grand Tri- 
bunal was held on the 2d of April. 
Uhldal appeared with his anſwer to the- 
accuſations brought againſt the Queen by 
n 4 A Olas 
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Olas Lund! Bait; andthe ſpeceh he made 
an defenee of his royab client;- did hoer 
to his talents; and to the fame he chad ac- 
quired. He painted her amiable character, 
chen ſituation / and her diſtreſs, in the moſt 
_ iftriking colours a his eloquence ſeemed: co 


Have at leaſt ia temporary effect: upon che 
hearts of the moſt obdurate of his heatets, 


in deſeribing the ſcene before tham- v 
Queen, accuſed by her huſband and her 
monarch of the moſt dreadful crime, de- 
ſaending from her throne, and upon a level 


with the moſt abject of her ſubjects, claim 


ing the protection of the laws of her coun- 
try an amiable princeſs, hom the pub- 
lic voice juſtly ſtyled the mother of her 
people, appearing at the bar of national 


fate at the hands of her ſubjects. UnI DA 


aſked this important queſtion, Whether, 


upon mature deliberation, it would not bę 
more 
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-more prudent, more honorable, and con- 
ſiſtent with the dignity of the Crown, of 
the Royal Family, and of the whole na- 
tion, to confirm the Queen in her full 
power and rights by a public deciſion of 
her cauſe, than to brand her name for 
ever with infamy by a fentence equally 
diſgraceful in the eyes of his ſubjects, and 
of the world at large, to the character 
of the King. He then ſeparately exa- 
mined the charges, and went through every 
part of their prolix contents. He proved 
that, by the eſtabliſhed laws of Denmark, 
no ſentence could be pronounced againſt 
her, upon the confeſſion extorted from 
Struenſee and herſelf. He ſnewed the great 
want of credibility in the principal evi- 
dences againſt her, and the inſufficiency of 
their teſtimony, allowing its truth. He 
reminded the Judges, in the moſt forcible 


manner, of their duty to decide, unbiaſſed 
2 by 
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by hope or fear, ſtrictly according to law 
and juſtice, ' He gave a moſt elegant de- | 
ſcription of the life of the Queen, previous 
to the period at which the crime ſhe was 
charged with was ſuppoſed to have been 
committed; and repreſented her, with the 
juſtice ſhe really deſerved, as the moſt af- 
fectionate wife, the moſt tender mother, 
and the beſt of Queens. He further added, 
that, even granting the accuſation againſt 
her to be founded, there was every reaſon 
to hope, that her virtues, nurſed by ex- 
perience, would ripen into fair perfection, 
and prove a bleſſing to her ſubjects. He 
concluded with an ardent hope and prayer, 
that the Queen be acquitted of the charges 
brought againſt her in the name of his 
Kajeſty!: oo {n+ - | ; 

This whole defence did infinite honor to 
Uhldal, but the cauſe of the Queen reaped 
no advantage from his labors, The third 

ſeſſion 
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' ſeffion of the Grand Tribunal decided her 


fate; and a formal e 8 mr = 
ever from her huſband. 23 

It was now ſeriouſly Abena whether 
the infant Princeſs Louiſa ought not to 
Mare the misfortunes of her mother, and 
de deprived of the privileges of her birth. 
This was a conſideration of great import- 
ance, which might materially affect the 
ſucceſſion to the crown; as by a law of 
Frederic III. made December 14th, 1665, 
and confirmed by every ſucceeding King, 
me Princeſſes of the blood of Denmark 
att, in default of male iſſue, entitled to 
aſcend the throne. The chief difficulty in 
this buſineſs aroſe from the circumſtance, 


dat che Princeſs Loduiſa had been an- 


nounced to the Britiſh, and to the reſt of 
tie European courts, at her birth, as the 


— Ubgiter of che King ; and it ſeemed dan- 
1 now te declare her to be fllegiti- 
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mate. It was therefore reſolved.. to defer 
the deciſion. upon this. point for the pre: 
ſent. The fear of the reſentment of, the 
Britiſh, court induced the reigning party 
likewiſe to publiſh the ſentence pronounced 
againſt the Queen by no other means, than 
by acquainting the different departments 
of government therewith, to hom it was 
abſolutely 2 neceſſary that it ſhould be 
known. Fhis was done by a-ſhott note; 
in which the divorce was: mentioned, withs 
out aſſigning any cauſe why it had taken 
place. The ſentence itſelf was recorded 
in the Court of Chancery of Denmark, tha 
it might be preſerved for the informatian 
of poſterity. Baron Juel Wind, Juſticiar 
of the Supreme Court, was ordered to in: 
form the Queen of the reſult of her trial 
and on the gth of April her petformedithis 
melancholy: duty, in thenpreſence of the 
Governat of Cronenhurg. From that mo: 
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ment ſhe was lefs cloſely confined, and the 


Engliſh ambaſſador had leave to viſit her 


as often as he pleaſed. The blow was 
ſucceſsfully ſtruck, and her enemies had | 
how no more to fear from her. 
This important buſineſs being com- 


pleted, the final ſentence ſtill remained to 
be pronounced upon Struenſee and Brandt. 
The time neceſſary to go through the dif- 


ferent forms of the judicial proceedings 
alone delayed the infliction of that pu- 


niſhment already decreed for them. The 


Fiſcal- general Wivet appeared before the 
Commiſſioners, April 21ſt, as their accuſer; 
and he performed this folemn part of his 
duty in ſo ludicrous and indecent a man- 
ner, that their advocate Uhldal could not 
refrain from ſeverely and publicly re- 
proaching him with baſeneſs, in having 
endeavored to increaſe the misfortunes of 


. thele two men, already - ſufficiently op- 


preſſed, 
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| preſſed, by the contempt and ridicule with 
which he had treated them. The whole 
ſpeech of Wivet is nothing but a tedi- 

ous and malign deſcription of the life of 
that miniſter, in which his moſt indifferent 
actions are repreſented as crimes of a hei- 
nous nature; but all the ſophiſtry of his 
arguments cannot conceal their futility; 
The defence of Uhldal, which he on the 
following day delivered before the Com- 
miſſioners, is written in a very different 
ſtyle. It is fimple, but bold, and eaſily 
confutes every charge contained in the 
accuſation.” In the minds of any judges, 5 
but of fuch as had previouſly ſworn the 
ruin of the accuſed, its ſucceſs, except in 
one point, muſt have been complete; But 
the hired © commiſſioners, ' to whom his 
cauſe was referred, had 'already rejected 
with contempt another defence written by 
Struenſee himſelf, while in priſon; in which 
"6 he 
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he had, defended his conduct and plans 
throughout his adminiſtration, in that plain 
truth and innocence. alone , can. inſpire.— 
What L have aboye ſtated, concerning the 
condemnation of Struenſee and Brandt, is 
ſuffcient to ſhew,, the, tendency, of theſe 
three. documents, without — 
analyſis of their, contents. 2, vj; on, 
The 25th of March was W nadic 
ſentence was pronounced, againſt Brandt 

_ ff emgnſeosp ratenge, rfgeed by,the 
malt | blood-thirſty thirſty revenge, to, gratify Which 
they loſt their, character, their property, 
and their lives, and were condemned to 
ſuffex a public, a diſgraceful, and a cruel 
death. 4J His rt ſentence 18 One of the, moſt 
extraordinary documents to, be: fquod in 
the annals of any court. Struenſee was 

. Conyicted, af but one offence, and. Brandt 


Was, P Fler innocent. The. crime of 
Struenſee 


16 
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Struenſet is not even mentioned in the 
ſentence; the whole of which indeed is 
nothing but a long and tedious liſt of am- 
biguous actions, not one of which, in its 
moſt criminal point of view, could juſtify 
a capital puniſhment; and upon ſo ſlight. 
a foundation was the decifion built, which 
condemned theſe unfortunate men to the 
moſt excruciating and - ſhameful, death. 
Humanity revolts at the idea, and is at a 
loſs for expreſſions to paint her feelings 
upon the oęcaſion.Immediately after the 
laſt ſitting of the Commiſſioners; this ſen- 
tence, was read to the two Counts. They 
heard it with modeſt ſubmiſſion; uttered 
no complaints, hut recommended them- 
ſelves to the mercy of the Monarch, as the 
only protection againſt the rigor of their 
ſentence. But their hopes of mercy were 
in yan; The victorious party was even im- 
9 88 enough to aſſert, that the King had 
8 rejected 
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rejected the moſt preſſing entreaties in fa- 
vor of Count Brandt, and had ſigned the 
ſentence in ſpite of prayer and remon- 
ſtrandce. Every man of honor felt him- 
ſelf inſulreck by ſo groſs an impoſition, 
eſpecially as it was well known that the 
King had ſigned his -condemnation with 
as much indifference, as if it had been an 
order for a public feſtival. He was, be- 
ſides, wholly incapable of rational con- 
duct; nor did he even ſee the ſentence 
tin the 27th of March, the eh before! it 
was executec. 

nes mend entrivs by the Commiſ- 
ſioners, that the execution of Struenſee 
and Brandt ſhould not take place upon the 
uſual ſpot, but that a large plain, conti- 
guous to the city, ſhould be appropriated 
and prepared for that purpoſt. This hor- 
rid ſcene commenced: at nine o'clock on 
the morning of the 28th. The Reverend 

| | Dr. 
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Dr. Münter“ aſſiſted Count Struenſee, and 
the Reverend Mr. Hee attended Count 
Brandt, in their laſt devotions. Brandt 
mounted the ſcaffold firſt; and it ſeemed; 
fron the undiſturbed calmneſs of his be- 
havior, that till that moment he had ſtill 
hoped” to receive mercy. His conſcious 
innocence had fondly cheriſhed this hope; 
but when he at laſt ſaw that all his expec- 
tatiofis were in vain, he prepared to meet 
his fate with mild reſignation. He was 
executed firſt: he beheld; with unſhaken 
firmneſs, the axe ſever his right hand from 
his body; and with equal fortitude fub< 
mitted his neck to the ſtroke that deprived 
him of his life. His head waz taken 

up, and repeatedly exhibited to the innu- 


* Dr, Münter publiſhed a pamplilet intitled, The 
Converſion of Count Struenſee, in which the author's 
piety is more evident than either his judgment, or his 
knowledge of human nature. The ED Iron. 

8 2 merable 
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merable ſpectators that ' ſurrounded the 
bloody [ſcaffold.—Struenſee did not ſhew 
the ſame courage: his hand was cut off, in 
the moſt aukward and painful manner, by 
reiterated ſtrokes: he roſe from the block 
with violence; and was obliged to be held 
down by main force to receive the fatal 
blow. Both theſe executions were con- 
ducted with great diſorder, and loſs of 
time ; by which the ſufferings of the un- 
fortunate victims were cruelly and unne- 
ceſlarity; lengthened. I paſs over in ſilence 
the reſt of this ſhocking ſcene of butchery. 
No pen can paint its horror; nor could any 
of my readers, in whoſe, breaſts the leaſt 
ſpark of ſenſibility or humanity glows, bear 

the recital : and to touch it ever ſo ſlight- 

ly, would rouſe the indignation of every 
feeling heart. Its effect upon the ſpectators 
cannot be deſcribed.” They had crowded 


- * 'See Remark XVIII. 
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to the place of execution with that eager 
vehemence peculiar to the populace, when 
provoked to revenge by a long ſeries of 
injuries, and inflamed by every method 
which faction can invent. They returned 
from the bloody ſcene fully ſatiated its 
horror had exceeded the utmoſt wiſh of 
their anger: their hatred againſt the ſuf- 
ferers was annihilated, although they had 
not yet time to perceive that the ſenſations 
excited in them proceeded from thoſe 
. feeds of compaſſion and human kindneſs, 
which had not yet been wholly deſtroyed 
in their breaſts: and this innumerable mul- 
titude re-entered the city, at one gate, in 
fullen ſilence, undiſturbed by tumult or 
crowding, and quietly Hunke hack to their 

different habitations. Kas 
This dreadful day was cloſed with the 
fame inhumanity with which it had been 
opened. Without the leaſt neceſſity, a long 
| S 3 circuit 
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circuit was taken, in dragging the melan- 
choly remains of the two Counts through 
the town to the place where they were to 
be expoſed to public view. It ſeems as if 
invention had been put to the rack, to 
produce new cruelties upon this horrid oc- 
caſion; and to diſgrace this day in the an- 
nals of Denmark, by exhibiting eyery thing 
that was baſe, ſhameful, and ſacking to 
humanity. 

The dead ſilence which es eh 
out the city on the following days, was an 
_ undeniable proof of the diſſatis faction of 
the inhabitants at what had happened. It 
Vas therefore thought neceſſary to lay be- 
fore the public, by means of the preſs, the 
final ſentence pronounced againſt Struen- 
ſee and Brandt, with a, hit of thoſe crimes 
for. which they had ſuffered, — But this 
meaſure. had an effect directly contrary to 


what was intended. Nothing appeared 
more 


7 
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mare evident, throughout this document, 
than a wiſh to find the two Counts, guilty; 
and the utmoſt labor, by a long chain of 
abſurd arguments and fallacious conclu- 
ſions, to accompliſh this wiſh. The fate of 
Count Brandt, more eſpecially, rouſed the 
indignation of every man of ſenſe and feel- 
ing, and created N any of diſcon- 
tent and murmuring. 4 

The Comming who had ftill to pro- 
nounce ſentence upon the adherents of 
Struenſee and Brandt, cared little about 
their fate, after having obtained their grand 
object in the execution of the two leaders. 
They left theſe unfortunate men to lang 
guiſh in unhealthy dungeons, in the moſt 
cruel ſuſpenſe regarding their deſtiny. 
After a delay of eight or ten days, they ſent 
all che papers relating to their affairs to 
the Council of State. The Couneil re- 
fuſed to undertake the taſk,, and: ſent them 
5715 84 back 
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back again; and, after long wrangling and 
diſpute, the miniſters were at laſt ordered 
to pronounce ſentence upon the priſoners. 
This ſentence was as follows: Madame 
Von Göhler was releaſed from her con- 
finement in her own houſe, but ordered 
never to appear at court. Rear-admiral 
HFanſen was deprived of his ſeat at the 
Board of Admiralty. Lieutenant Colonel 
Heſſelberg, and the Diplomatic Coun- 
fellor Sturz, were ordered to live in a fmall 
town in Schleſwig; the former upon a ſti- 
pend of 300, and the latter of 500, dol- 
lars“. Lieutenant Aboe was' acguitted 
of - every charge againſt him, and baniſh- 
ed the realm for the term of two years. 
The Counſellor of State Willebrandt, and 
the Royal Phyſician Berger, were ba- 
niſhed the metropolis, upon a ſtipend of 
300 dollars each ; and the latter was or- 


* 
141 


About 45 and 82 pounds ſterling. | 
dered 
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dered to ſpend the remainder of his life at 
Aalborg' in Jutland, There remained 
ſtill three priſoners, upon whoſe fate the 
judges could not ſpeedily decide: theſe 
were, General Göhler, Colonel Falken- 
ſchiold, and the Firſt Commiſſioner of Fi- 


nance, Struenſee. The ſentence pro- 


nounced upon the firſt, ſerved as a ſpeci- 
men of what the others might expect. This 
brave warrior was deprived of his poſt, his 
rank, and his pay; was baniſhed the 
iſlands of Seeland, Fühnen, and the 
Duchy of Schleſwig; and reduced to an 
annual ſtipend of 1000 dollars“; becauſe, 
according to the very words of his ſentence, 
be had given cauſe of ſuſpicion, The ſpite 
of Prince Frederic dictated the ſentence 
of Colonel Falkenſchiold: he was de- 


Pprived of his command, and of his poſt 


as ee Chamberlain; and baniſhed for 


* About 160l, ſterling. I 
3 


1 
4. 


— 


— — — 
— - 
_ 


— — 
— —— 
” — 


—— 


2 2 
- —* a 
2. 2 a> 


— 2 
® 
. uns 
wats 3. 4.1. 
I 


3 
—— 


r 


hg” 


* 
>” 2 — 
Py * 12 
yy *. . 4 — 


— 
— 


. 
— - om 2 —— — 2 — — — — — - - _ — — — - 
- — — — _- o - — * * — — 2892 — 
— — — — — & — — x — bo 3 - — _ > — 
- — 
Fo a» - V2 * 4 "© =# 
_- - — Þy —_ A * E - = = 
K 2 —_ = — — 
— DP» ” * 8 + - * 7 = 
1 — * 
> 0 g 7 . —_—_— = — —— 
. 5 * 7 * — OY Ln 
- ">< - 2 


— 


266 ELUCIDATION OF THE-HISTORY OF 


life to Munkholm, a fortreſs ſituate in the 
maſt nartherly part of Norway, where he 
was allowed only half a dollar“ a day 
for his ſubſiſtence: he was twenty-ſeven 
years. of age, and no crime could be laid 
ta his charge, but his friendſhip for Stru- 
enſee. Struenſee, the Commiſſioner of Fi- 
nance, who after the execution of his bra 


ther had been thrown into irons, was 


obliged to petition for his releaſe : upon 
which his papers and effects were reſtored 
to him; but. a promiſe was exacted from 
him, that he never would write or ſpeak 


upon the ae 1. 
Meaſures 


* * 1s. 8d. 

+ The- mild ſentence paſſed upon the brother of 
Count Struenſee, may perhaps appear ſurpriſing. But 
the following fact accounts for the lerfity ſhewn- to 
him, in compariſon with. the reſt of that party. At 
the time when Struenſee, the Commiſſioner of Finance, 
was arreſted, his wife, who reſided in Sileſia, hearing 
of his misfortune, imparted her diſtreſs on that account 
to her friend Baron Hofman, at preſent Chancellor of 

| | the 
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-Meaſures were now taken for the re- 
moval of Queen Matilda from Cronen- 
burg“ The. ſmall town of Aalborg in 
Jutland: was, firſt intended for her reſi- 
dence, and ſhe herſelf ſeemed to wiſh to 
live within the Daniſh dominions. But 
when ſhe heard of the melancholy end of 


her friends, ſhe changed her reſolution. - 


Her brother, the King of England, had 
made an offer to the Daniſh court, to ap- 
point her a reſidence in the electorate of 
Hanover : this propoſal was accepted ; 
and it was at the ſame time agreed, that 
ſhe ſhould ſtill keep the title and rank of a 
Queen. Her dower of 250,000 dollars 


the Univerſity of Halle, in Saxony, Hofman imme- 
diately wrote to the late King of Pruſſia, requeſting his 
interference in favor of Struenſee; in conſequence 
of which, Frederic II. immediately reclaimed him as 


a ſubject. The influence of ſo powerful a friend was 


very, erin in the ſentence paſſed. Wee 0 * 
21 5 birok. 
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was returned,” and an annuity-of 30,009 
dollars * ſettled upon her for life. 

On the 27th of May, two Engliſh fri- 
gates of thirty-two guns each,” and a cut- 
ter 7. arrived at Helſingör; and on the 
3oth inſtant the Queen left Cronenburg. 
The laſt moments which this amiable Prin- 
ceſs ſpent in the Daniſh dominions, were 
diſtreſſing in the higheſt degree. She was 
now under the neceſſity of parting from 
her only comfort, the only object of her 


_ affection, © her infant daughter; and of 


in her in the hands _=_ her [worn « ene- 


About 5oool. ſterling. 


1 This ſquadron was commanded by the gallant 
Captain Macbride, whoſe conduct upon this, as on 
every other occaſion, was that of a gentleman, a brave 
officer, and a true patriot. He conducted her to the 
frigate in his barge: the ſquadron ſaluted her, upon 
her coming on board, as the ſiſter of the Britiſh Mo- 
narch; and as ſoon as ſhe was on board, he hoiſted the 
Daniſh colours, and inſiſted that the fort of Cronen- 
burg ſhould ſalute her as Queen of Denmark ; which 


ſalute he returned with two guns leſs.— The EDITOR. 


2 mies. 
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mies. She fondly preſſed for ſome mi- 
nutes the babe to her boſom, and bedewed 
it with a ſhower of tears: ſhe then at- 
tempted to tear herſelf away; but the voice, 
the ſmiles,” the endearing motions of her 
infant, were chains that irreſiſtibly drew 
her back. At laſt ſhe called up all herire- 
ſolution, took her once more into her arms, 
imprinted upon her lips, with the impetu- 
ous ardor of diſtracting love, the. fare wel 
kiſs, returned her to the attendant, and 
cried, ? Away, away!, IL now pofleſs no- 
© thing here. —One, of the King's boats 
carried her to the firſt frigate, and the 
ſquadron ſet ſail for Stade, from whence: 
ſhe was to travel by land to Zelle. The 
Engliſn Ambaſſador, Sir Robert Keith 
and Mr. Von FHFolſtein, Maſter of the 
Queen's Houſehold, with his lady had the 
honour to accompany her- Unfortunately 
the ſhips were detained by contrary winds; 

| | and 
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and the had ſtill, for a whole day, the 
diſtreſſing view of the country, which to 
her had been the ſource of ſo many miſ. 
fortunes, before her eyes. The next day 
a favorable wind enabled her to _— 
on her voyage. | 

Thus ended this memorable ns * 
which is certainly one of the moſt extraor- 
dinary political events in the hiſtory of any 
country. The Princeſs who thereby loſt 
the moſt exalted fituation that birth or for- 
tune can beſtow, deſerved” a better fate. 
Truth cannot deny, nor judgment ap- 
prove, her errors; but the heart muſt allow 
that ſhe had the juſteſt claim to pity and 
indulgence. Her ſenſibility, and the cir- 
cumſtances into which ſhe was thrown, 
were againſt her—powerful enemies to a 
ſuſceptible mind,. whoſe very excellences | 
were ſuch as to lead her into danger. 


After her fr/ error, the good qualities of 
her 


"- 
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ker own heart hurried her into the embür- 
raſſments in which ſhe was involved. The 
warrth of her diſpoſition led het to talk 


the firſt ſtep upon the wrong path: ſhe was 


too mueh infatuated to be immediately 
conſcious of it; and ſhe had already pro- 
ceeded a conſiderable length before The 
diſcovered her miſtake. ” The diſcovery 
alarmed” her, and ſhe tried to ſtep back, 
but a thouſand: obllacles oppoled Rer fes 
turn; ſhe felt herfelf too wenk to over- 
come them, and her firſt endeavors to that 
end were miſtaken, and led her :deeper 
into error. Her mind was extremely: dif- 
treſſed; and to alleviate this diſtreſs, be- 


activity of mind peculiar to herſelf,» ſhe: 
graſped at every thing that could drive 


from her the evil of reflefion,” Her conduct 
ſince that dreadful moment, When the veib 
191 Was 
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was torn from her eyes—when;! ſhe was 
rouſed from het trance; and a long and fe- 
vere puniſhment inflicted upon her for her 
folly—is her beſt defence with the humane, 
the, ſuſceptible, and the virtuous, heart, 
untainted by the poiſon of Haier wed ca- 
lumny. rn be! 
 CRONENBURG winnſſed; in this Princeſs; 
che moſt ſincere repentance, the moſt ten- 
der maternal affection, the nobleſt ſympa- 
thy with her unfortunate friends, and the 
moſt heroic reſignation to her cruel fate. 
ZxLLe afterwards admired in her the pureſt 
virtue and piety, / the ſweeteſt affability, 
the moſt compaſſionate heart; and a degree 
of-- fortitude in her diſtreſſing, fituation, 
which ſhed a ſoft and — —— over 
the evening of her lifqgg. 
The miniſter likewiſe, whoſe blood ſealed 
the revolution, -deſerves our pity; Srxv- 


ENSEE — wiſdom, abilities, and know- 
ledge, 
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ledge, that might have been of infinite uſe 
to the Daniſh empire, and which had ac- 
tually raiſed it to as high a pitch of im- 
provement as its fituation at that time 


would admit. But in the beginning of 


his operations his enemies threw obſtacles 
in his way, which he at firſt overlooked ; 
then, in the plenitude of his power, de- 


ſpiſed ; and at which, when his ſituation, 


became embarraſſing, he at laſt trembled. 
The edifice he had erected was therefore 
neceſſarily a tottering fabric; and, when it 
fell, it cruſhed him in its ruins. Had he 
continued throughout his adminiſtration 
to act with the ſame vigor of mind which 


characteriſed his firſt undertakings — by . 


which he ſeemed to riſe ſuperior to fortune 


itſelf, and boldly to defy its caprice—the , 
aſtoniſhed Danes might have long beheld 


him at the helm of government ; he might 


probably have acquired praiſe, ſplendor, | 


7 T fame, 
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fame, and the gratitude: of the nation he 
governed ; and his name:might have gone 
down to poſterity among® thoſe of mile, 
890d, and prof) perous ſtateſmen. 
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i 1 13.4 line 10. a 


5 U REN G the life of King Fredetic 
| the Fifth, the royal family were fre- 
quently entertained by a water- frolie, upon 
that part of the ſea which lies immediately 
behind the palace of Friedenſburg. The 
preſent King was, in one of theſe expedi- 
tions, more wild and diſorderly than uſual: 
neither entreaties nor remonſtrances could 
prevail upon him to be quiet. One of the 
Gentlemen of the Houſehold, Brockdorf 
by name, whoſe manners were in general 
not the moſt poliſhed, threatened to throw 
the young Prince into che water, unleſs he 

T 2 | behaved 
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' behaved more decently ; and, taking him 


by the arm, he was really unfortunate or 


aukward enough to throw him overboard. 
The Prince was immediately ſaved, but he 
| never forgot the circumſtance; and aſcribed 


his misfortune to a_ deſign of his ſtep- 
mother upon his life, in order to raiſe her 


ſon Prince FxeDzrrc to the throne. This 


fuſpicion grew up with him; and it was in 
vain to 1 WO th the 
contrary.” en 


* Page 19, 5 12. Adj 38 
. T hs Ruſtian hen, Salder and 


Philoſophow, acquired a degree of autho- 


rity at the court of Denmark, highly de- 
grading to the royal power, offenſive to 
the ſervants of the crown, and inimical to 
the intereſts of the ſtate. Their influence 
decided every action of the monarch, This 
HOUR became, in the band of theſe haughty 


and 


©. 
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and imprudent men, daily more dangerous; 
and they aſſumed a language, upon every 
occaſion, which nobody dared to contra- 
dict. It was Salder who perſuaded the 


King, againſt the advice of his miniſters, 


and the wiſnhes of his people, to under- 


take his journey to France and England. 
Whoever is acquainted with the hiſtory 
of the man, will be aſtoniſhed at the ſplen- 
did part he acted at the Daniſh court. 


Salder was born-of an ighoble family (ſee 


Note q, p. 32.) in Holſatia. He was ſteward 
to the Royal Manor of Trittau, where he 
was taken up for embezzlement; and; by a 
ſentence of court, deprived of his employ- 
ment and character. From thence he went 


to Ruſſia, was taken into the favor and ſer- 


vice of the court; and, without any regard 
to the light in which he muſt appear in 
the Daniſh dominions, he was ſent ambaſ- 
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fluence and power of the Ruſſian court at 
copenhagen, and the weakneſs of the King, 
occaſioned a ſeries of events, which in ſome 
meaſure apologiſe for this extraordinary 
and inconſiderate behavior of one court to 
another, as a meaſure of expediency; but 
it Can never be ae 8 rules of de- 

W D930, at 19v904Vs 
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"ut. Page 35, lde 11 


This lady did not remain e court. 
Soon after her arrival. the fell out with Ma- 
dame Von Pleſs, Miſtreſs of the Queen's 
Houſchold, and her only friend. When, 
by the intrigues of the Ruſſian ambaſſador, 
che latter loſt her appointment, the Queen 
ſuſpected that Madame Von Rerkenthien 


had not a little contributed to. the removal 
of her friend. This ſo, exaſperated; her, 
that ſhe would not conſent to the departure 


ol Madame Von lab till the; King had 
| | promiſed 
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-promiſed her that Madame Von Berken- 
chien mould alſo be diſmiſſed. 


Iv. page 435 line 1 5 


_ was not merely to gratify his ambi- 
tion that Struenſee procured, the title of 
Gonferenz-rath, or honorary member of the 
Privy Council; but it was a character ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the . accompliſhment 
of his views, as it gave him the-privilege 
of following the King to his country reſi- 
dences, and of dining at the royal table. 
The conduct of Struenſee, at that time, 
was marked both by modeſty and pru- 


dence; and the plan he had laid down to- 


wards attaining the object of his wiſhes, 
was founded upon wiſe principles. It may 
perhaps with truth be aſſerted, that, when- 
ever he acted with prudence, he acted ac- 


cording to the dictates of his natural cha- 


tacter; but that the errors into which he 
2 fell 
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fell muſt be aſcribed to the untoward cir- 
cumſtances in which he was involved. The 
ambition of Struenſee compriſed views of 
too great magnitude and extent to be gra- 
tified by vain honors and empty titles; 
and, when at the loweſt ſtep of his career, 
he aſpired at obtaining the higheſt. Many 
and great obſtacles lay in his way, and 
powerful rivals endeavored to - puſh him 
back ; and it was not an eaſy taſk to re- 
move the former, while he had to cope 
with and conquer the latter. Every ſtep 
he took increaſed old, and created new, 
jealouſies: before he could arrive at the 
ſummit of his hopes, a ſeries of victories 
over his enemies was requiſite to pave the 
way; and he ſaw at once clearly, that, to 
' ſucceed, it was. neceſſary for him not only 
to conquer, but to ſecure his conqueſts, 


V. Page 
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V. Page 51, line 11. gel: 

Count Ranzau was highly exaſperated 
—_—_ the court of Ruſſia. The chief 
cauſe of this enmity was the treatment he 
received at Peterſburg, after the well- 
known revolution in the year 1762. He 
was then employed by the preſent Em- 
preſs. of Ruſſia in the conduct of certain 
intrigues which. chiefly contributed to the 
ſucceſs of that extraordinary event. He 


likewiſe aſſiſted, Count OkTOw in draw- 
ing up the plan of operations which were 


afterwards in part purſued. His ſervices 


were however repaid with coolneſs and 


contempt, and he left Peterſburg in diſ- 
| guſt. He then came to Denmark, found 
means to acquire the friendſhip of Count 
St. Germain, whoſe influence was then de- 
cifive in all military affairs; and when, in 
the year 1766, Count Schmettau was diſ- 
miſſed, he obtained his place as Com- 

mander 


Rn; A 
— - ©.4 


"_— — 1 
r 


= 


— 


2 4 
—— — 
gs > A's IK 


— — — - as 
— 2 — 
. 
TT — — — 
, — wax - 
* 


— — — o Ba — - — — — — 
— ůͤ—*—kñ MRN. — 2 r 8 — 


— — 


CCC : ñͤ«iQĩ 


— 


— - 
— 
—— — * 
— W ˖—5* 
—— 4622 cc — 


* * —— 2 
2 * 


14 
: 5 
oi 
. 
1 
N 
f 


e382 KIMARKS, ADDITIONS, vd 


mander in Chief of the Troops in Norway. 
In this poſt he conducted himſelf fo impro- 
perly, that he was diſcharged in the fol- 
lowing year; and ſhared, with many others, 
the fall and diſgrace of Count St. Ger- 
main. During his reſidence at St. Peterſ- 
burg, he had acted a part which gave him 
an opportunity of acquiring a knowledge 
of tranſactions, which the Ruſſians court 
muſt for ever wiſh to hide from the world; 
and on this account likewiſe it was, that 
the Empreſs never forgave the Queen and 
Struenſee the eneouragement and advance- 
ment of a man whom ſhe” * ſo much 
reaſon to — | None 


58 


VI. . line 6. FORO 

Divi the reign of the Empreſs ExIz a- 
ETH of Ruſſia, Count Often! reſided in 
the capacity of Daniſh Ambaſſador at Pe- 
n whete he contracted a very inti- 
mate 


EXPLANATORY ' OBSERVATIONS, 283 


mate friendſhip with Count Poniatowſki, 

the preſent King of Poland, then Ambaſ- 
ſador from that: republic : -whoſe influence 
with the Grand Ducheſs was very conſi- 
derable, and who introduced Count Often 
to her in a very favorable manner. The 
peculiar circumſtances that occurred be- 
tween Poniatowſki and that Princeſs, gave 
Often, an opportunity of rendering both 
parties confiderable ſervices; and the Prin- 
ceſs ſhewed her gratitude. to him in a man- 
ner which rendered his fray at Peterſburg 
very pleaſant, and was the foundation of 


his conſtant attachment. to the views of | 
Ruſſia. 


% 
- 1. * 
x 3 > 4 wo 


VII. Pas e 8. 3 
. Se 9. 5 


„nnd effected the ** of the 
nobilie from Copenhagen, by a meaſure, 
the ſueceſs of which was as inſtantaneous 
as it was complete. He prevailed upon 


the 
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85 the King to iſſue an edict, by which every 
: creditor was impowered to arreſt his debtor, 
without regard to birth or rank. The pa- 
laces of moſt of the firſt nobility were ſoon 
quitted by their owners, who precipitately 
retired. to their eſtates in the country. 
Among the fugitives was Count Lauerwig, 
a man whoſe preſence gave Struenſee much 
uneaſineſs, againſt whom «this new law was 
principally directed, and who, previous to 
its promulgation, was the only nobleman 
who had received orders not to appear at 
h ee "Page ob, lide 12. 


The Daniſh and German Courts of 
Chancery were ordered to deliver in an | 
account of all their fees and perquiſites. 
This was accordingly done, but the ſum 
was, ſtated conſiderably below their real 
amount. No objection was made to this 

by; account 


1 
19 
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account by the Miniſter; but the ſalaries 
of the officers were increaſed according to 
the amount delivered in of all their emolu- 
ments, and the fees and perquiſites were 
ordered to be paid into the royal treaſury. 
To have complained of their loſs, would 
have expoſed their fraud, and they were 
therefore under the neceſſity of W 
ſubmitting to it. 


IX. Page 97, line 1. 


This council conſiſts of thirty-two of 
the principal citizens of Copenhagen, and 
was, after the revolution, reinſtated in all ĩts 

rights and privileges. The vacancies in 
the Council are ſupplied by a majority of 


the votes of its members: every meaſure, 


edict, and regulation of the Council of 
State comes under its conſideration: it 
has the diſpoſal of the revenues, and the 
management of the expences of the city 


and 
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ant corporation; and has a right co oppoſe 
every meaſure which ſeems contrary to the 
intereſts or liberties of the citizens... Theſe 
immunities were granted to the citizens of 
Copenhagen, on the 24th of September, 
1664, by Frebperic the Third, as a reward 
for their loyalty and bravery during the 
fiege of that town, and the eſtabliſhment 
of unlimited monarchy in the year 1660; 
and none of his ſucceſſors had ever in- | 


nn en them. 


| x. Page 97, nb 4. 

By this meaſure the amazing expences 
of the royal ſtuds were ſaved; but the ad- 
vantages derived from the fale of the beau- 
tiful breed of horſes produced by them, 
. which had always nearly refunded the ex- 
pence of maintaining them, were loft. 
Upon this occaſion, Struenſee betrayed the 
- firſt figns of the weakneſs» of his mind. 
| He 
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He met the horſe-guards, after their diſmif- 
fion, marching to their quarters in the beſt 
order, with Count Ahlefeldt at their head. 
He fancied that they had mutinied, hur- 
ried to the palace, and did not reſt till 
Count Ahlefeldt had received a formal dif- 
charge; and meafures had been taken to 
ſend back the men, who were all Norwe- 
glans, to their own country. 


21 Page 167. 

One of the moſt active inſtruments in 
the whole revolution, was one Biernſchiold; 
a moſt contemptible character, whom cer- 
tain dirty affairs in which he was involved 
had brought to Copenhagen. Count 
Ranzau, who had many acquaintances of 
this ſort, thought him a very fit perſon to 
be of ſervice in the conſpiracy; and he 
was ſucceſsfully employed in acting ſuch 
parts as ſuited the meanneſs/ of his cha- 
913 racter, 
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racer, and his infimous talents, He aſ- 
ſiſted in taking Count Brandt into cuſtody; 
he inflamed the minds of the people, by 
breeding a riot amongſt them; he ſpread 
Nanderous reports againſt the Queen; diſ- 
ſeminated falſe calumnies againſt Struenſee; 
and, by bawling out the names of Juliana 
and Frederic, endeavoured to raiſe the ac- 
clamations of the mob. In general, he 
perfectly anſwered the great expectations 
formed of him by his patron, Count Ran- 
zau. This inconſiſtent man had even en- 
truſted him with the whole plan of the 
conſpiracy; but Biernſchiold acted ſo im- 
prudently, that rumours of what was going 
forward were loudly whiſpered at court, 
and even reached the ears of Count 
Brandt, fo that the whole ſecret had been 
nearly betrayed, When, on the day after 
the revolution, - rewards: were diſtributed 


among the moſt active of the conſpirators, 
19551 +. the 


* 
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the ſervices of Biernſchiold were not forgot · 


ten, and he was honoured with the title of 
Royal Chamberlain . After the ferment 
had ſomewhat ſubſided, the great contraſt 


between this man and the character he 
bore became ſo ſtriking, that, as his ſer- 


vices were no longer wanted, he was de- 
prived of his diſtinction, and advi ied to 
reſide in the country. a 


XII. Page 173, line 8. 


The fpirits of Count Ranzau were rather 
a little deranged, when the plan of the 
conſpiracy came to be actually put into 
execution. His courage, of which he had 
ſo much boaſted, entirely left him; he 

* Kammerherf. 'This title is one of thoſe empty 
diſtinctions, ſo frequent in the German and Daniſh 
courts; and is perhaps not the leſs contemptible, on 
account of the great number of thoſe who bear 1t, 


The poſſeſſors of this title wear a key at their but- 
ton - hole, as a mark of their DIGNITY, | 


U feigned 
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fende himſelf ſick, and ſent word to Co- 
lonel Koller, that a.ſudden fit of the gout 
prevented his coming to court that even- 
ing. Köller was not ſatisfied with this ex- 
cuſe, but returned for anſwer, © That if he 
ce could not walk, he might be carried; 
and added, © that unleſs he ſoon made his 
te appearance, a corporal's guard of gre- 
* nadiers ſhould wait upon him, and 
te have the honor of conducting him to the 
te place appointed. Ranzau apprehended 
ſome danger from the anger of the Colonel; 
and, being in the habit of avoiding it, he 
collected all his ſtrength; and, in ſpite of 
his gout, he repaired with ſingular alert- 
neſs to the rendezvous. 


XIII. Page 196, line 8. 


The circumſtances of this affair are the 
following: -A ſudden diſturbance was heard 
from the upper boxes: the noiſe increaſed; 

f and, 


bd 
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and; by the interference of thoſe who en- 


deavored to reſtore quiet, it grew conſider- 
ably louder. Fear ſpread with the tumult ; 


every body was eager to know the cauſe 


of alarm, and every body received a dif- 
ferent anſwer to his enquiries. Apprehen- 
fion and terror ſeized the whole audience, 
and even the royal family were in the ut- 
moſt conſternation. Every avenue of the 
houſe was ſoon crowded by thoſe preſſing 
to get out; and confuſion reigned in all 
the boxes. _ Nobility, military officers, 
and miniſters, fled from every part of the 
theatre; the King ran from his box; 
Prince Frederic followed him, trembling, 
in ſpite of the entreaties of the Queen, 
who was half dead with fear. In every 
corner of the houle lay ladies in fits: one 
of the pages, and a woman belonging to 
the family of Baron Schimmelman, died 
of the fright, The whole city was already 

U 2 appriſed 
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appriſed of, and alarmed by, this ſtrange 
adventure. Peace was at laſt in ſome 
meaſure reſtored, and the cauſe of this uni- 


verſal terror enquired into.—A child had 
diſturbed ſome gentlemen by its crying, 
which had bred a quarrel between them 
and the nurſe! !! 


XIV. Page 205. 


This regulation laſted no longer than 
the intereſt of thoſe who hid .made it re- 
quired. Four or five months after the Re- 
volution, royal mandates were iſſued, 
figned only by the King, which were how- 

ever obeyed. Tt was not always the in- 

| tereſt of Queen Juliana and Prince Fre- 
deric to ſubmit the orders they thought 
proper to iſſue, to the conſideration of the 
Council of State; and the ſignature of the 
King coſt them, at moſt, a menace. Theſe 
mandates 


& 
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mandates . became afterwards very fre- 
quent. 
XV. Page 208, line 9. 

Colonel Falkenſchiold had ſerved as a 
volunteer in the Ruſſian army; and to 
this circumſtance the farcaſm of Prince 
Frederic alluded. The cauſe of his anger 
againſt Falkenſchiold, and the revenge 
which he took upon him, furmſh a com- 
plete portrait of his character. A con- 
ſiderable time before the Revolution, the 
Prince was once riding upon the ram- 
parts of the city, where at the ſame time 
Falkenſchiold happened to have ordered 
the muſicians and drummers of his regi- 
ment to practice. A man who obſerved 
the Prince at a diſtance, informed the 
Colonel of his approach. Falkenſchiold 
was offended at the officiouſneſs of the 
man; and giving him a reproof, ordered 

5 1 0 
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the band to proceed: The Prince, who 
is remarkably timid, ſoon ſent a page to 
deſire that the men might be ordered to 
' ſome diſtance, as he feared his horſe might 
take fright; upon which they were imme- 
diately commanded to remove to the next 
baſtion. This was done in a flow pace, 
and the Prince rode quietly by. After 
the Revolution, one of the officers related 
this circumſtance to the Prince, as a groſs 


affront expreſsly pointed at him; and he 
was mean enough to liſten to the accuſa- 
tion with evident pleaſure, and to be re- 
venged in the manner deſcribed. His 
heart, which had never known the plea- 
ſure of forgiving, never loſt fight of this 
_ pretended inſult; as appeared very. evi- 
dently in the final ſentence pronounced 
upon this unfortunate officer. 


XVI. 
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TY 


XVI. Page 217. 


According to the directions of Struenſee, 
the diet of the Prince conſiſted chiefly of 
vegetables, and he drank nothing but wa- 
ter. At firſt he was bathed twice or thrice 
a week in cold water, by which he gradually 
became uſed to it, and afterwards bathed 
with pleaſure every day. His apartment 
was never heated; his dreſs was a jacket 
and trowſers made of light ſtiff, and he 
ſeldom wore ſhoes or ſtockings. He 
took every kind of exerciſe which his age 
would permit, by which his ſtrength'was 


very ſoon increaſed. He was denied every 
thing he deſired in a peeviſh or crying 
tone of voice; but every requeſt was im- 
mediately granted, when made in a good- 
humored and friendly manner. He was 
never puniſhed, threatened, reproached, or 

U 4 coaxed. 
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coaxed. If he committed a fault, pains 
were taken to convince him of its bad ten- 


dency ; and he was told in what manner 


he eng bt to have acted: by this means re- 
pentance, and a reſolution to mend, were 
excited. in his own breaſt. If he happened 
to fall down; no anxiety, or compaſſion. was 
ſhewn him on that account. A little 
foundling boy, of the ſame age with him- 
ſelf, was his play- mate, and was in every 
reſpect treated in the ſame manner as the 


Prince. They mutually aſſiſted one an- 
other in their dreſs, and at table; they 
were at liberty to do as they pleaſed; but 


every thing was carefully kept from them 
by which they could be injured. If they 
quarrelled, no umpire dared to interfere ; 
the want of a companion ſoon led the of- 
fender back to the offended ; and their re- 
conciliation. was the {ſpontaneous effect of 

their 
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their own feelings. A ſervant conſtantly 
attended to watch their motions ; but he 
was ordered to ſpeak to them as little as 
poſſible, much leſs to entertain them by 
telling them idle ſtories. No one was per- 
mitted to play with them, or to ſhew the 


leaſt preference or diſtinction to either: 


they were both called by their Chriſtian 
names ; and viſitors were requeſted to ob- 
ſerve the ſame method. Strangers were 
frequently introduced to them: the Prince 
ſoon-accuſtomed himſelf to ſee new faces; 
they did not diſturb him in his play; but 
he boldly beat his little drum, ran cheer- 
fully to every one he ſaw, and was never 
happier than in a large company of viſt 
tors. In his ſixth year he was to receive 
his firſt inſtructions; before that age ex- 
perience and exerciſe were his only pre- 
ceptors. Theſe ſupplied-him with ideas; 

and 
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and his natural abilities were left to them 
for gradual cultivation and improvement. 
Let this plan be compared with the words 
of the ſentence pronounced upon Struen- 
fee, when it is ſaid; © That by this mode 
cc of treatment the Prince was put into the 

4 greateſt danger of loſing not 5 his 
health, but his life!“ | ; 


XVII. Page 256, line 6. 

The following narrative may ſerve as a 
ſpecimen'of the honeſt labors of the Com- 
miſſioners. On the day when the Ruſſian 
Miniſter Philoſophow affronted Struenſee 
in the moſt groſs and public manner, it 
was rumoured that the latter, having quar- 
relled with a young nobleman of the firſt 
rank, had treacherouſly purſued him ſword 
in hand. This Tumour was diſbelieved 
and forgotten almoſt as ſoon as it was 
DAR ſpread. 
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ſpread. After the impriſonment of Stru- 
enſee, when it was found neceſſary to con- 
vict him of ſome crime that really de- 
ſerved a capital puniſhment, the Chief 
Juſticiary, Baron Juel-Wind, who was the 
principa judge of his cauſe, called upon 
the aboye- mentioned nobleman, and aſked 
him whether he would not bring an accu- 
ſation againſt Struenſee before the Com- 
miſſioners, on account of the treatment 
he was reported to have received? The 
anſwer of the nobleman was worthy of the 
dignity of his birth: he rejected the requeſt 
with indignation; and faid, „I am ac- 
© cuſtomed to pity the unfortunate, not 
ce to increaſe their diſtreſs ; IL will hear no- 


* thing of this buſineſs, nor bring any ac- 


ce cuſation againſt Struenſee. Beſides this, 
te the whole ſtory deſerves not any credit, 
c nor has it any foundation in truth,” 


XVIII. 
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xvIII. Page 250. 
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I will n jule add the concluſion of the ſen- 
tence of condemnation ageainſt Struenſee, 
which is exactly the ſame with that 
nounced againſt Brandt : 


It is therefore decreed, That Count 

„ John Feeperre STRUENSEE be (as 
. the well-deſerved puniſhirient of his 
e crimes, and as a dreadful example 
e to others) deprived of honor, life, 
c and property; be degraded from the 
« rank of a Count, and from every 
te other dignity beſtowed upon him; 
ce that his coat of arms be broken by 

© «the common hangman ; and that then 
ct the right hand of Jonn FrEDeERIC 
4 STgrvensre be ſtruck off, while he 
* js alive; his head be afterwards cut 
ec from his living _—_ ; that his body 
be 
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ce be then quartered, and laid upon the 
* wheel; and his head and hand ex- 


* poſed upon a pole.“ 


Given in full commiſſion, at the palace 
of Chriſtianſburg, April 25th, 1772. 


J. R. Juel-Wind. A. G. Carſtens. 

G. A. Baern. Amher. J. C. Schmid. 
H. Stampe. F. C. Guldberg. 
Luxdorf. 
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